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Tess Cortes is the Gallery Coordinator of the Robert & Elaine Stein Galleries, Wright State 

University, where she has worked as managing curator and arts administrator for 13 years. 

She served on the Board of Directors for the Dayton Visual Arts Center, completing one of two 

terms as Executive Committee Secretary. Tess is a multidisciplinary artist whose work has 

been exhibited and screened nationally and internationally including at the Riffe Gallery in 

Ohio, Bedford Gallery in California, and VIP Art Gallery in Serbia. She has led STEAM-based 

workshops at the Dayton Regional STEM School and at Wright State. Tess received her BFA 

from Wright State University in painting, and an MFA in Electronic Arts from the University of 

Cincinnati. 

 

Jeff Ingram is Executive Director of Standing Rock Cultural Arts, an organization he co-

founded in 1999. He is also the Director of The New World Children’s Theatre, an organization 

he formed in 1993.  During his tenure there he has produced over 35 plays for adults and 

children.  Jeff has extensive experience building partnerships with government officials and 

local businesses.  He has curated hundreds of art exhibitions, organized dozens of art 

workshops, and produced a number of festivals and fundraiser benefits. Jeff graduated with 

Theatre and French Literature degrees from The Ohio State University in 1987. 

 

Jane Irvine is the Executive Director of Artsbridge. She is also the organist and handbell 

director at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Marietta. Jane has served as an adjunct faculty 

member at Marietta College, Ohio University, and WVU-P.  She has served as the musical 

director of several productions at the Parkersburg Actors Guild, and the Mid-Ohio Valley 

Players in Marietta.  Jane served as the staff accompanist for Camp Vaudeville, and Camp 

Broadway at the Smoot Theater.  She holds a BA in Music education from WVU and a MM in 

Music education from Ohio University, and is a retired music educator with 30 years of 

experience from Warren Local Schools.  She has also volunteered at Ewing School in Marietta, 

where she taught music to preschool and school age students with disabilities.  
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Anupa Rao Mirle left her former profession as an analytical chemist with Proctor and Gamble 

to start NrityArpana School of Indian Classical Dance.  Her focus on outreach has become a 

very significant aspect of the organization.  She has collaborated extensively with schools, 

specialty programs that work with at-risk students within the public school system.  She has 

also collaborated extensively with like-minded arts organizations, and master artists 

nationally and from India to bring diverse programming to Cincinnati.  Anupa is widely 

recognized by the arts community, and has received multiple awards.  She received 

recognition from the UNESCO CID program, was an OAC Heritage Fellow, and received a Dada 

Rafiki award.  She has also participated as a master artist judge for local, regional and 

national level competitions.  Anupa received an MFA in Dance (Bharathnatyam), an MBA and 

MS in Chemistry, and Diplomas in Bharathnatyam and Odissi. 

 

Patrick Roehrenbeck is the Deputy Director at the Pizzuti Collection, Columbus, Ohio where 

he manages all administrative aspects of the organization and directs the day-to-day 

operations. Over the past 16 years, he has worked in the non-profit sector in several 

capacities including development and fundraising, volunteer coordination, and general 

administration. Prior to joining the Pizzuti Collection, Patrick worked for CATCO, the Ohio 

History Connection, the Ohio Alliance for Arts Education, and the Columbus Gay Men’s 

Chorus. Patrick continues to donate his time and efforts promoting the arts and culture in 

Central Ohio. 

 

Dr. Laura Schumann is the Music Director and Conductor of the Southeastern Ohio 

Symphony Orchestra, and Professor of Music at Muskingum University; as well as a 

professional solo and orchestral violinist, with additional experience as an arranger and 

composer.  Ms. Schumann was director of orchestral activities for several organizations, such 

as Western State College in Colorado, and Murray State University in Kentucky. She has guest 

conducted for several organizations, including the Columbus Symphony, Newark-Granville 

Symphony, and Mansfield Symphony.  Ms. Schumann received her DMA in orchestral 

conducting from Texas Tech University, a Master's degree in violin performance from the 

University of California, Santa Barbara, and her Bachelor of Music degree in violin 

performance from the University of Colorado, Boulder.  

 


