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Eileen Carr has 30 years of experience in arts administration and currently manages ArtsLIVE 

at the University of Dayton, a professional presenting program of adventurous concerts, 

residencies and other arts engagement programs.  She has an MA in art history from the 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, where she was a Pogue Fellow.  While earning her BA 

at Michigan State University, she was awarded a curatorial internship at the Smithsonian’s 

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, which led initially to museum work.  Carr served as 

the Curator of Education for the Dayton Art Institute in the 1990s, as well as in varied 

capacities in museum marketing and fundraising during the 1980s.  She also works as an 

independent curator, and has previously served as an interim curator for the Dayton Art 

Institute, where she organized a major exhibition of modern American prints.  Carr has seven 

years of teaching experience in arts administration and visual arts survey courses, both at the 

University of Dayton and Wright State University.  She currently serves on the board of 

Culture Works; previous board experience includes Rhythm in Shoes, The Muse Machine, and 

the Dayton Visual Arts Center, where she served a term as board president.  Carr has served 

on a number of grant review panels in the state, including that for the inaugural year of the 

OAC’s ArtsNEXT program. 

 

Jon Cook is the first serving Executive Director of the Peggy R. McConnell Arts Center of 

Worthington, the newest community arts center in Central Ohio. He moved back to 

Columbus, following a 12 year break as Director of Administration at BalletMet, but remained 

employed throughout within the non-profit sector.  Previous to his position as the ED at the 

MAC, he was Executive Director for Mortar Board National Honor Society.  While in Houston, 

he helped to build and program, a new art institution, Houston Center for Contemporary 

Craft. Cook earned a B.A. in Theatre from Viterbo University, LaCrosse WI and an M.F.A in 

Theatre from Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA.  He has installed and/or 

curated more than 300 exhibitions throughout his career. 

 

Dave DeChristopher is the artistic director of the Toledo Repertoire Theatre and teaches the 

International Baccalaureate in Theatre at Notre Dame Academy. He worked extensively in 

New York as a playwright, actor, director and artist-in-the-schools for 25 years. A founding 

member of Glacity Theatre Collective, he performed with them and the Toledo Symphony at 

Carnegie Hall in 2011. Dave is a member of Actors' Equity Association and the Dramatists 

Guild. 
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Christopher Eanes is a conductor and teacher living and working in the Over-the-Rhine 

neighborhood in Cincinnati, Ohio, where he is the Managing Artistic Director of the Cincinnati 

Boychoir and the Artistic Director of Collegium Cincinnati. As a member and leader of several 

non-profit boards including the Young Professionals Choral Collective and the Greater 

Cincinnati Choral Consortium, Chris is active in working with organizations to maximize their 

artistic and educational impact. Chris holds master’s and doctorate degree from the 

University of Southern California; he completed his undergraduate degree at Occidental 

College. Chris also studied piano and orchestral conducting in Milan, Italy. Recently, Chris was 

the co-recipient (with KellyAnn Nelson) of the Norma Peterson Award for Arts Outreach from 

the Over-The-Rhine Chamber of Commerce, and named as a member of the 2013 class of 

‘Forty Under 40’ by the Cincinnati Business Journal. 

 

Charlotte Gordon is the artistic director of the Southern Ohio Museum in Portsmouth, Ohio. 

She oversees the visual, musical, and performing arts and educational programs, as well as 

Museum collections. She is a native of New Orleans, Louisiana, and received a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts degree from Newcomb College of Art of Tulane University and later, a master’s 

degree in Museum Studies from the Southern University of New Orleans. Ohio has been her 

home since 1986, first in Columbus as a studio artist, and then in Springfield as first an 

educator, then serving as curator. 

 

Jennifer Jarrett became a full-time member of The Arts Commission staff in 2007 with over 

25 years of experience in non-profit administration. Her primary responsibilities include 

fundraising and development efforts to support The Arts Commission’s programs and 

activities. Jennifer has worked in the arts community in Toledo since 1999, including seven 

years as the Business Manager for the Toledo Ballet. She has also worked as a consultant for 

Toledo Repertoire Theatre and Masterworks Chorale. She serves on the board of Scrap4Art, a 

non-profit providing creative reuse of materials destined for landfills, as well as the advisory 

board of the Ohio Theatre and Events Center. 

 

Sonia BasSheva Mañjon, PhD is the inaugural director of the Lawrence and Isabel Barnett 

Center for Integrated Arts and Enterprise; Associate Professor of Arts Administration, 

Education and Policy; and Affiliate Faculty in Latina/o Studies and The STEAM Factory at The 

Ohio State University.  She has more than 25 years of experience in higher education, 

nonprofit and government administration. Sonia was previously the Vice President for 

Institutional Partnerships, Chief Diversity Officer, and Visiting Associate Professor of Theatre 

at Wesleyan University (CT).  She is the former executive director for the Center for Art and 

Public Life (CA), a former member of the Governor’s Education Policy Task Force (CT), and a 

former member of the Alameda County Education Reform Policy Board.  Dr. Mañjon has 

completed numerous projects, video documentaries, and publications. She earned a PhD in  
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Humanities, Transformative Learning and Change in Human Systems and an MA in Cultural 

Anthropology and Social Transformation from the California Institute of Integral Studies, San 

Francisco. She received a Bachelor of Arts in World Arts and Cultures with an emphasis in 

Dance from the University of California, Los Angeles. 

 

Tim Peacock is the executive director of Stuart’s Opera House, a 440 seat performing arts 

center in Nelsonville, Ohio.  As the executive director, he oversees all programing and day to 

day operations of the 137 year old theater.  He has held this position since November of 

2002.  Stuart’s Opera House also produces the annual 7,500 person Nelsonville Music 

Festival.  He loves music, is an avid record collector, often dreams of retirement and loves to 

take naps. 

 

Lisa Ramsey is the Assistant Director for Trumbull Neighborhood Partnership, a non-profit 

community development corporation that facilitates resident driven neighborhood 

revitalization in Warren, Ohio. She manages fiscal responsibilities for the organization, 

including securing funding, reporting, and tracking and assists the Executive Director with 

programming strategies and management. Her tenure with TNP has included extensive work 

in the development and placement of public art throughout the city. She also serves on the 

Any Given Child governing council and on programming committees for Warren City Schools. 

She is a graduate of Youngstown State University with a degree in Geography, and of Hiram 

College with an MA in Interdisciplinary Studies with an emphasis on Community Development 

and Public Art.  

 

Aseelah Shareef is the Director of Programs at Karamu House, Inc. in Cleveland, Ohio.  She is 

a dancer, educator, and non-profit arts administrator. Her dance training began at the Palm 

Beach County School of the Arts in West Palm Beach, FL, and continued her studies at the 

prestigious Alvin Ailey Summer Dance Program.  Prior to her role as Director of Programs at 

Karamu House, Inc., she served as Dance Director of Cleveland School of the Arts; Project 

Manager for Cleveland Metropolitan School District’s Department of Arts Education; Adjunct 

Professor of Dance at Cuyahoga Community College; and dance master/teaching artist for the 

Center for Arts-Inspired Learning, formerly Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio.  She 

maintains her dance training through the Lester Horton technique (modern) and West African 

dance study. Aseelah is a graduate of The Florida State University, receiving a MA in Arts 

Administration and a BS in Exercise Science. 

 

  

 


