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Student photos
on display at
iffe Gallery

9. L student photo show pegged to an
international exhibition will be on dis-
_play through next Tuesday at the Riffe
_“Gallery, 77 S. High St.

A reception will take place from 5
to 7 tonight at the gallery.

The Aspirations Photo Project was
organized in conjunction with “Aspira-
tions: Toward a Future in the Middle
East,” an exhibit of more than 170 im-
ages from Israeli and Palestinian pho-
tographers.

The project was conducted with -
three Columbus schools — Parkmoor
Elementary School, Beck Urban Acad-
emy and South High School — along
with the Ohio Arts Council’s Children
of the Future program and members of
Strategies Against Violence Every-
where at Linden-McKinley High
‘ School

Participants worked with photog-
raphers and art teachers to create the
photographsand text.

Gallery hoyrs are 10 am. to 4 p.m.
| Mondays and Tuesdays, 10 am. to
8 p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays,

noon to 8 p.m. Saturdays and noon to

4 p.m. Sundays. For more informatio;
L\ca]l 614-644—9624




work from countries including Syria and
Lebanon. The lack of peace agreements
berween Israel and these countries, however,
meant that Cassouto could not travel to them.
Jordan was also considered, until one of the
photographers dropped out. He feared for his
job in an organization promoting Arab.cul-
ture should he participate, due to the heated
relationship between Jordan and Palestine.

“We decided we're going to have to focus
this, this is going to have to be an
Israeli/Palestinian show,” Stearns explained.
“By focusing on these, we're focusing on the
core of the conflict.”

As Geron's work shows, no matter what
the political landscape, the earthen reality of
the area has a beauty that canlt be perma-
nently sullied by the millennia-old turf war. I
wanted to test how we .could merge with the
land without getting involved with the con-
flict,” he explained. He accomplishes this by
capturing gorgeous vistas in the visual con-
text of vacation photos or picture postcards.

Universally recognizable images permeate
the show, placing heavy emphasis on the
commonalities of all nations and all people.
The first set of photos a viewer sees on the far
left gallery wall is Sharon Ya'ari's Lawns series.
The green fields offer a bridge of the cultur-
al gap through lawn care, an obsession of
Americans and a way in which neighbors
have gotten to know each other since the
post-World War II birth of the suburbs.

Tamir Sher chronicles the entrances to
parking lots in the Openings series. Concrete
and dotted lines look familiar, yet these pic-
tures conjure a dread at what’s within the
shadows behind the entrance. Sher uses per-
spective for a taste of claustrophobia.

Adi Ness adopts one of the most recog-
nizable images in art—Leonardo' DaVinci's
The Last Supper—for a photo of the same
name posed with men in Israeli army uni-
forms. In its huge presentation, a window's
reflection casting a golden halo on the central
figure and the many bullet holes that dot the
walls behind them are clearly defined.

Breathtaking images with neither a sense

.of place or time come from Lee Yanor, an

Israeli who lived in Paris and has concentrat-
ed on dance photography. In The Dance,
members of Pina Bausch Dance Theatre are

fluid, ethereal and passionate in a string of .

images printed on curling canvas and nailed
to a common base. Above, monochromatic
roses. not taking the chance of inciting
through color, fly on parchment-like fabric as
flags for a non-existent, but probably peace-
ful nation.

Even when the artists give a specific sense
of their homeland and its people, there are
unexpected ties that bind. Noel jabbour's
shots of Palestinian Interiors, while often
including signs in a language most of us can’t
decipher, also present a glossy head shot of
Jason Priestly from Beverly Hills, 90210
among family photos and, in one home, what
looks like a desiccated goat. In the most
light-hearted part of the show, Naomi Tereza
Salmon compiles souvenirs from the area for
Black Box: Souvemirs from Israel. Through her,
we learn that one can find snow globes in
Bethlehem and Bazooka bubble gum and a
Stanley measuring tape that reads
Now" on its side in Jerusalem.

For Americans watching the Middle East
crisis from halfway across the world, this
exhibit allows a chance to look at the
humanity within both sides, as well as to

examine our own understanding of the’

region and its troubles. Stearns found that in
conversation with educated ‘friends about
this project, many had no clear understand-
ing of the conflict’s history. Also, contrary
to expectations, in Stearn's three-week visit
to gather photography, more people were
murdered in the city of Columbus than in
the West Bank. Perhaps in the causes and
possible solutions of one conflict is the key
to ending them all.

Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle
East will be on display in the Riffe Center
Gallery, 77 S. High St., through Sunday,
April 8. Dial 466-2613 for info. , =

- at home in their communities.

‘Columbus,

“Peace

opposite page: The Last Supper by Adi Nes;

this page: Untitled (Marsaba) by Amit Geron.

Both photos are part of the Obio Arts Council’s
Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East
exhibit currently on view at the Riffe Gallery

Peace Project

Through the Riffe Gallery's: education director, Julie Otten, and Iocal mediation expert
Patricia Williams, kids from several Columbus area schools and the Americorps-sponsored
Children of the Future program will have their own-visions of community hung alongside the
images of Aspirations. The Aspirations Photo Pro/ect will be introduced at a reception on

' Tuesday, March 20.

.Otten found it challenging at |-
first to come up with a project
that would resonate with the
Middle East-themed exhibit and
with the local children- partici-
pating. She found iaspiration in
the common theme of individuals

Williams, agency school coor- .
dinator for the non-profit
Communities in  Schools
realized the Riffe
Gallery show fit perfectly into a
conflict resolution” program in
place at several of the schools
she works with, including Parkmoor Academy, Beck Urban Academy and South High School.
Together, they enlisted the help of school administrators, then children were asked to take
pictures of their neighborhoods. Parkmoor and Beck used artnsts-urvesndence to help with
the mechanics of the medium.

Evelyn Ikehorn, principal of Parkmoor Academy, sald'that this is the first time the school
has used an artist-in-residence, but added that the arts have always been integral to the
school’s curriculum. As a model school for the district affiliated .with the OSU School of
£ducation, Parkmoor has for five years explored different ways of improxing how students
learn and how teachers share information for a fully integrated curriculum. In the Aspirations

photo by Christine Miller of Parkmoor Urban Acadeory

" Project, math and science were studied in the phatography process.and writing came into -

play when. each student provided a photo caption,- incofporatmq the project |nto state
benchmarks. -

More lmportantly, the project holds the possibility of breaking down barriers, getting Idds
from diverse neighborhoods around-the city to think with pride of their own communities. in
a country in which it's scarily common for schoolchildren to answer conflict with firepower,
the project wisely brings together the learning of facts with basic tools for.peaceful living.

Otten found the impact of the project obvious to spot in the children’s work. “You could
tell which kids were thinking about what they shot, and thought a lot about commwhity,” she
said. Children of the Future participants, at-risk kids who meet in community centers after
school, often used the centers as their subject, which Otten found pevsonally waﬁfyw.; “Iit -
said a lot about the role art can have in these kids’ lives™ 9z %

The Aspirations Photo Projectwill bang throuqh Marchﬂ a
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Postcards from the Middle East

Israeli and Palestinian photographers
find common ground at the Riffe Center

by Melissa Starker

(¢4 ou can touch it—I don't care,” photographer Amit
Geron said to a visitor at a preview of Aspirarions, the
new Riffe Gallery exhibit. Geron has three works

taking up a central wall, all large-format silver-gelatin prints of

idyllic landscapes, unframed and held up with tacks. There’s no
barrier between art and viewer, no glass to muddy the picture’s
surface with reflection—just clear images of clear days. One

photo shows a group of casually dressed friends enjoying a

picnic on the edge of a hearty forest. They could be anywhere.

The idyllic moment was captured in a
place internationally known as a hotbed of
political discord and violence. But that’s not
the point here. In the common, accessible
medium of photography, Palestinian and
Israeli artists were asked to show their home-
land as they see it each day, with all the inci-
dental interactions between the two peoples.
Each photographer included feels strongly

10+ COLUMBUS ALIVE-+ MARCH 15, 200t > www.slivewired.com

about the need for real peace, in the streets as

well as in a sustainable treaty. Their individ-
ual results are powerful, artistically endearing
and urnterly universal. .

The politics of the Middle East seem to
have come into play only in the gradual evo-
lution of the show. According to Robert
Stearns from Arts Midwest, Obhio Arts
Council head Wayne Lawson originally con-

tacted him two years ago about a show
encompassing the entire Middle East. Stearns

agreed to co-curate the show with Israeli

curator Nella Cassouto, a former visiting pro-
fessor at Ohio State University who worked
with OAC previously on the similarly themed
Common Grounds exhibit.

Stearns and Cassouto traveled together
through the Israel region for three weeks,
meeting with artists and examining submis-
sions. Stearns called it “a wonderful journey,”
though the logistics of traveling circuitous
routes through border checkpoints turned
short-distance trips into four-hour odysseys.

Photography was chosen as the focus
because, as Stearns said, “You can present
work from artists of very different back-
grounds. It's more of a level playing field.”
Also, there’s no market for art-for-art’s-sake
in the Palestinian economy; this opened the
selection process to Palestinians making their
living as photojournalists.

After this decision, the curators sought
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PHOTO EXHIBIT TALK

Robert Stearns, co-curator of “As-
pirations: Toward a Future in the
Middle East,” and mediation special-
ist Patricia Williams will speak about
the photography exhibition at 2 p.m.
Sunday in the Riffe Gallery, 77 S.
High St

The show by 11 Israeli and Pales-
tinian  photographers  continues
through April 8. The exhibition was
produced by the Ohio Arts Council’s
International Program and curated
by Sterns, senior program director of
Arts Midwest, and Nella Cassouto,
an independent curator in Jerusa-
lem.

KIiDS’ FAVORITE BOOKS

For 20 years, the Buckeye Chil-
dren’s Book Award has called atten-
tion to the favorite books of Ohio
schoolchildren and children who vis-
it Ohio libraries. Children in more
than 600 schools and libraries voted
online (books are nominated one
year and the list voted on the next)
for the 2001 winners:

B Kindergarten-second grade:
Jules Feiffer's Bark George (Harper-
Collins, 1999).

B Third grade-fifth grade: Dav Pil-
key’s The Adventures of Captain
Underpants (Scholastic, 1997).

B Sixth grade-eighth grade: Louis
Sachar’s Holes (Farrar, Straus & Gir-
oux, 1999).

The award, reserved for books
published during the past three years

A

by American authors, is sponsored
by the Ohio Council of the Inter-
national ing Association, Ohio
Council of Teachers of English Lan-
guage Arts, Ohio Educational Library
Media Association, Ohio Library
Council and the State Library of
Ohio. For more information, call
Ruth Metcalf, 80(}686-1531 or 614-
644-6910.

WINNERS OF HAIKU CONTEST

Winners of the Dublin Art Coun-
cil’s haiku competition are:

B Kindergarten-fifth grade: First
place, Chelsea Andrews, Emily Dur-
ell, Sarah Dufton and Kelly Luke,
Bexley; runner-up, David Cody, Dub-
lin.

B Sixth grade-12th grade: First

-

place, Erin Gasper, Dublin; mnne;i
up, William Gray, Upper Adington. .-
B Age 18 and older: First place;:

Stanford Forrester, Wethersfield,
Conn.; runner-up, Timothy Russell
Toronto Ohio. )

B Senior citizen: First place,
Yvonne Hardenbrook, Columbus;.
runner-up, Catherine Gallager, Co~
lmnbus. s

Haiku is a Japanese poetry form,
traditionally written in 17 syllables.
with nature usually its subject The
judge was Larry Smith, professor :af
English and humanities at Firelands
College in Huron. A record 333
poems were entered



By Tami Kamin-Meyer
Special To The Observer
COLUMBUS — The Vern Riffe
- Center in downtown Columbus
is home to more than just
 legislative offices. It also houses
 the Riffe Gallery, a museum that
' showcases the works of Ohio
! artists and exhibits with interna-
| tional connections.
Such is the case with the
. gallerv’s current exhibition
making its international debut,
Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
. Middle East. y
Robert Stearns, senior program
. director for Arts Midwest, co-
curated the exhibit along with
Nella Cassouto of Jerusalem. The
exhibit features the work of 11
photographers from Israeland
Palestinian territories expressing
their visions for a peaceful future
for Israel.

According to Stearns, Aspira-
tions was the brainchild of Wayne
Lawson, the executive director of
the Ohio Arts Council. The show
attempts to present a broader
view of the Middle East bevond
just Israel, he said.

“] hope people come away
with the feeling that it is not only
| the media that talks about what

I happens in Israel,” Cassouto said.

Stearns hopes the exhibit

' encourages people to “discuss

- and learn more” about how our

| differences and similarities as

| human beings can overtake

| negative attitudes.

i OnSunday, March 4 at2 p.m.,
Stearns and mediation specialist
Patricia Williams will discuss the
making of this exhibition and the
power of communities around
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Israeli/Palestinian photography
exhihit world premlere in Columhus

Photo from the exhibit ‘Aspirations: Toward A Future In The Middle East’

the globe. The discussion is free
and open to the public. It will be
held at the Riffe Gallery, across
from the Ohio Statehouse on
High Street.

Viewing hours for the
exhibition are Mondays and
Thursdays, 10a.m to 4 p.m.;
Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, 10 am. to 8 p.m,;
Saturdays, noon to 8 p.m.; and
Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. The
gallerv is free and open to the
public.

Following its world premiere
in Columbus, Aspirations will
travel to Argentina, Chile,
Mexico and Cuba. It is sched-
uled to end in Chicago in 2002,
but Stearns said it might
continue depending on how

well the photographs weather
the exhibit. It will not travel to
Israel because the photographers
chosen for the exhibition are
widelv known there.

In 1996, Israel and the state of
Ohio signed a cultural exchange
agreement to facilitate exchange
opportunities in the arts, educa-
tion and the humanities. The
pact opened the door for artist
and exhibition exchanges
between Ohio and Israel.
Aspirations is the second exhibit --
to be co-curated by Ohioans and
Cassouto under that agreement.

Aspirations runs through April
8. For more information, contact
the Ohia Arts Council at 614-644-
9624, or visit the organization’s
Web site at www.oac.state.oh.us.

BORDERS

900€5. ME1IC, VIOLO, aND & CANL

www.borders.com

—

Underwriter of The Observer
Arts & Leisure section.
Located at 2040 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd.
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Lawns of the Middle East

The everyday photography of *Aspirations’

The morning paper is a good breakfast
accompaniment. but it usually starts off
with a story about something boring and
impersonal. like budgets or probes.

So it was a nice surprise Monday to sit
down 1o a plate of eggs and a photo of Colin

_ Powel! holding hands with Yasser Arafat.

Among the picture’s thousand words
was the revelation that grown men do hold
hands. That the revelation involved
Arafat was extra illuminating: until then.
he just hadn't seemed like the hand-hold-
Ing type.

The Riffe Gallery's current exhibit
sheds a similar light concerning the Mid-
dle East. Aspirations isn’t about the
region’s leaders, however: It's about regu-
lar people and things. So regular. they
seem almost familiar.

Featured in the show are more than
170 photographs by

You call that
ART .

JENNY MULLIN

!

volume of photos can be appreciated. bu:
not their details. Only by zooming in close
can vou discern their content.

The exhibit's companion provides an
excellent supplement to the artwork. It
begins with a lengthy interview conducted
in March 26800 by Cassouto with two
natives of the region.

Although a bit dated now. the exchange
is nonetheless pertinent.

David Grossman, an Israeii novelist

11 Israeli and Pales-
tinian artists. The
curators, Robert
Stearns(who hap-
pens to be former
director of the
Wexner Center) and
Nella Cassouto (from
Jerusaiem), chose
works that “are per-
sonally relevant and
universally recogniz-
able.” according to
the introductory
press release.

They picked well."

While most of the
works bear a distinct
specificity, they also
possess a kind of
affability. The por-
traits of a foreign
place tcll stories whether the onlooker is
up on current events or not.

It's surprising which photos resonate
the most.

Most startiing are the works of Sharon
Yu'ari. Her Lawns series looks across
fields toward the horizon. Each photo con-
tains the same unexpected abundance of
green—in one. especially, the tall grasses
appear Lo sun themselves.

1t’s the first time I've ever given
thougkt 1o lawns in the Middle East.

The girl in Issa Freij's My Neighbor sits
on a beach. completely engrossed in some-
thing she’s holding in her hands.

Noel Jabbour's 11 Palestinian Interiors
are snippets of. well, Palestinian interiors.
Whereas black-and-whites often lend
their subjects a sense of timelessness, Jab-
bour's use of color makes the scenes feel
immediate, close at hand.

In Amit Geron's oversized Untitled, a
small group of people on a hill in the fore-
ground is dwarfed by the city the hill over-
looks. The buildings. in turn, are rendered
puny by the vast landscape that stretches
to the horizon. It feels immeasurable.

The styles vary widely, from candid
portraits to formal compositions to col-
lages. Adi Nes worked in a studio with
models to create The Last Supper, casting
Leonardo da Vinci's signature painting
with Israeli military. Lee Yanor uses
“innovative” techniques to get surreal
results, such as the swirls and blurs in The
Dance, printed on canvas.

Naomi TerezaSalmon's Black Box:
Souvenirfrom Israelinvolves 90 small
images of tourist keepsakes—allighter, a
snow globe—in rows. From far away, the

The Ohio Arts Council will host Aspirations:

Toword o Future in the Middle Eastthrough April
8 inthe Riffe Gellery, 77 S. High St. 644-9624.

It feels almost immeasurable: Amit Geron’s Untitled

and political commentator. recalls being a
child in 1967. before the Six-Day War: “]
listened everv day to the Hebrew-lan-
guage radio station from Cairo.... |
remember very vividly that they promised
us they would come and throw us into the
sea and rape our mothers and sisters.... I
urgently begged my parents to let me take
swimming lessons. That way I'd know how

“to swim and not drown immediately.”

Ahmad Harb, aPalestinian writer and
teacher at the Bir-zeit University, gives
his account of the same period, when he
was 16: “When the war erupted, I was a
shepherd.... All | knew about the war was
through the Arabradio.... The firstday
passed, the second day of the war passed,
and where [ wasnothing happened. |
stopped believing everything after that.”

The men are in general agreement
throughout the conversation. But like their
similarities, their differences are apparent.

“Israelis, deep in their hearts, want to
be loved by Palestinians,” Grossman says.
“But I'mmore realistic than that.... ] talk
about common interest, about Ahmad and
his wife Sarah living their own lives with-
out my intervention.... | don't want to
impose my existence on them, because it's
bad for them, and it's bad for me.”

Harbisn't in a position to display such
beneficence, however: “Palestinians
believe the ‘peace process’is a tactic to jus-
tify control over us,” he says.

“When you called me to meet with you,”
he says to Cassouto, “I spent the whole
next week planning how to get into
Jerusalem. It takes only 10 minutes to get
here from where [ live, but it is very diffi-
cult to get from there to here.”

Still, they speak of Israelis and Pales-
tinians maturing enough tounderstand
each other and achieve real peace, which

.they distinguish from a treaty between

political leaders. The Palestinians and
Israelis, explains Grossman, “are two mis-
erable guys ¢aught in a twin trap. We
reflect each other, our fears and our suspi-
cions. That is ourtragedy.”
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‘Aspirations’ captures daily life

By Christopher A. Yates
For The Dispaich il L]

News reports from the Israeli-
Palesnruan conflict bombard our
Lives every day. It is difficult to
remember a vear or month withouta
ragedy. horror or spectacle from
the Middle East. Quenching the
public’s thirst for sensanon and
drama, the media sarurate the
airwaves with photographic images
that document and reveal the
conflict.

In “Aspiranons: Toward a Future
in the Middle East.” we see yet
another stream of images from the
Holy Land. However. rather than the
familiar barrage of gunfire and rock
throwing. we witness images
created by both Palestinian and
Israeli ardsts living day-to-day amid
the conflict

There is no single message found
within the photographs. Each artist
presents umages that are more about
individual image-maldng and less
about social purpose. This factis
both a strength and a weakness.
Essentally, the exhibit offers aless
“in your face” view of life in Israel at
the start of the 21st century.

The work of the 11 photographers
encompasses a broad range of styles and
techniques. There are large-scale color
images. gelabn silver prints. digital prints
and photosensitive emulsions.

Some of the best images come from
photographers working for newspapers and
international news agencies. Such images
are documentary in nature and reveal
unstaged moments of life in Israel.

In On the Way to the Wedding. Khaled
Zighan (Al-Quds. Jerusalem Post, Reuters.
Associated Press) reveals how security
precautions affect the lives of Palestinians. A

well-dressed man escorts his date through
an Israeli checkpoint. Tainted by a gantlet of
soldiers and metal tire spikes in the road. the
simple joy of artending a wedding becomes
an ordeal.

Journalistic documentation is key to the
work of Osama Silwadi (Al-Ayyam. Agence
France Press, Reuters). Filled with humor.
Silwadi's images capture “slice of life”
moments. In Awaiting the Arrival of
Jacques Chirac, a group of clergy stands on
a wind-swept airfield. Dressed in their
vestments, they sayggle not to lose their
hats,

in a land of sorrow

ABOVE: On the Way to the
Wedding by Khaled
Zighari

LEFT: From “Openings*’
series by Tamir Sher

Several images are apolitical. The Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is not immediately
apparent in such work. In his series
“Lawns,” Sharon Yaari focuses onthe
connectdon between people and the
environment. His large-scale color images
fearure vistas with grassy fields.

By photographing stark desert
landscapes, Amit Geron evokes asense of
history. In Untitled Marsaba. Gercn
photographs the Marsaba monasvery. Built
in 439. deswroyed in 619. and rebuilt by the
Russian Churchin 1835. the monastery is a
popular tourist site.

\ From “Palestinian Interiors’’ series by Noel Jabbour

Awaiting the Arrival of Jacques Chirac by Osama Silwadi

B “Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Middie East” is on view through April 8
in the Ohio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery,
77 S. High St. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Wednasday-Friday, noon8 p.m.
Saturday and noon< p.m. Sunday. Call
614-728-2239 or 614-644-9624.

Probing into the psyche. several arasts
explore how place reveals one’s inner life. In
her senes “Palestinian Intenors.” Noel
Jabbour documents the objects found in
Palestinian homes. Photographed against a
backdrop of crumbling walls, the objects she
chooses represent the aspiranons. dreams
and tragedies of the Palestinian people.

Tamir Sher photographs enigmadc
parking-garage entrances. In his senes
“Openings.” he creates dark, ominous spaces
echoing a life spent under constant watch.
Security doors meant to protect become
threatening and exclusionary. Une wonders
which side of the door 1s safest.

Much thought arises from the work
presented in “Aspiragons.” However. the
thoughts are produced not solely from the
images.

The Israeli-Palestirian conflictis a
chronic problem. Through the instant access
of modem media. we watch as two peoples
tear themselves apart. Glimmers of hope are
rare and short-lived.

The images presented in “Aspirations”
offer no solutions and little new insight. Itis
difficult to compete with a story that
conunues to saturate magazines.
newspapers and television.

/
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Photography Exhibition
-52uses on Peace in
he Middle East

The Riffe Gallery presents “Aspirations: Toward a Future i the Middle East,” now through April
8, an exhibition of more than 170 images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photographers. Aspirations
seeks to address a goal that seems impossible and inevitable at the same time-peace in the Middle
East between the Israeli and Palestinian people.

Artists in the exhibition have been chosen for their ability to convey a sense of self, place and
community. The exhibition is curated by Robert Steams, senicr program director, Arts Midwest and
Nella Cassouto, independent curator, Jerusalem. Aspirations is produced by the Ohio Arts Council's

International Program in partnership with Arts Midwest and with the support of the lllinois Arts
Council and the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cultural and Scientific Relations Department and
Office of Cultural Affairs in the United States, Consulate General of Israel, New York.

Aspirations focuses on the medium of photography because it is available to artists of many dif-
ferent backgrounds. Only artists from Israel and the Palestine territories were chosen because their
confrontations are well known and closely watched around the world.

Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East will travel in Latin America to Buenos Aires,
Argentina; Santiago, Chile; Havana, Cuba; and Monterey, Mexico; and will continue its United States
tour beginning in Chicago in mid-2002.

The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, showcases the work of Ohio’s artists and
curators and the collections of the state's museums and galleries. The gallery is in the Vern Riffe
Center for Government and the Arts, State and High Streets, Columbus, OH. Hours are Monday and
Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday 12-8 p.m. and
Sunday 12-4 p.m. Admission is free. For information or to schedule a tour call the Riffle Gallery at
614/644-9624.

Next week we'll take an in-depth look at this exhibition.
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COLUMBUS MUSEUM PRESENTS

FREE SCREENING OF MUTE .

LOVE

The Society for African American
Art presents "Mute Love," a feature-
fength narrative film about three gen-
erations of African American women
wio are attempting to mend their
fractured relationships. Dorothy
Thigpen, the independent fiim's
Director of Photography. Attend the
free screening and meet Thigpen
Executive Director of Third World
Newsreel one of the oldest alterna-
tive media organizations in the
United States. The screening takes
place Friday, February 9, from 6 -
8pm For more information or to
reserve a seat, please contact Lyn
Grimes at 629-0357. Parking is free.

HIT THE GROUND RUNNING THE--
ATER PRESENTS A SWEET
STAGE PLAY
Hit The Ground Running Theatre,
Inc. presents “Freedom, Sweet as
Suguh In MTee" a historical experi-

ence at the YWCA's Huntington Hall
4th Floor, 65 South 4th Street.
Performances are February 1-3, 8-
10, and February 15. All Shows
Begin at 8:00 P.M. Tickets can be
purchased at the door for $10.00 and
groups of 10 or more are $8.00 per
person with children 15 and under
$6.00.

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
FOCUSES ON PEACE INTHE MID-
DLE EAST

The Riffe Gallery presents
“Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Middle East,;” now through April 8, an
exhibition of more than 170 images
by 11 tsraeli and Palestinian photog-
raphers. Aspirations seeks to
address a goal that seems impossi-
ble and inevitable at the same time-
peace in the Middle East between
the Israeli and Palestinian people.
Artists in the exhibition have been
chosen for their ability to convey a
sense of self, place and community.
The exhibition is curated by Robert
Steams, senior program director,
Arts Midwest and Nella Cassouto,
independent curator, Jerusalem.
Aspirations is produced by the Ohio

=Arts Council's International Program *

“npartership with Arts Midwest and
with the support of the lllincis Arts
Council and the Israel Ministry of
Foreign  Affairs, Culturai and

~ Scientific Relations Department and

Office of Cultural Affairs in the United
States, Consulate General of Israel,
New.York.

-Aspirations focuses on the medi-

um of photography because it is
available*to artists of many different
backgrounds. Only artists from israel
and the Palestine territories were
chosen because their confrontations
are well known.and closely watched
around - the :world. ~“Aspirations:
Toward a Future in-the Middle :East
will travel in Latin America to Buenos
Aires, Argentina; Santiago,  Chile;
Havana, Cuba; ~and Monterey,
Mexico; and will. continue -its United
States tour beginning in-Chicago in
‘mid-2002. The Ritts Gallary, cperated
brﬂwemumemmi-shm

the work of Ofﬁo‘smand

High Streets, Columbus. OH. Hours
are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m.. Wednesday. Thursday and
Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday
12-8 pm. and Sunday 12-4 p.m.
Admission is free. For information o~
to schedule a tour call the Riffle
Gallery at 614/644-9624.

BALLETMET PRESENTS THE
BEAUTIFUL GISELLE

Valentine's Day weekend is the
perfect setting for Giselle the pas-
sionate love story presented by
BalletMet. The company, under the
artistic direction of David Nixon, pre-
mieres Giselle February 15 - 18 at
the Capitol Theatre at the Riffe
Center. Giselle depicts a haunting
love triangle about a betrothed young
girl's perilous journey to seek a love
that she can never possess. Travel
with her beyond human bounds
where Giselle finally experiences the
perfect ove that she so maddeningly
sought on earth. Giselle will mesmer-
ize audiences with its passionate tale
of unrequited. love, sweeping chore-
ography ~and “romantic, score by
Adolphe Adam in-the grand tradition

.of French Romantic Theatre!

intemationally-acclaimed balleri-
na and BalletMet's Director of

- Professional Taining Yoko-ichino will
.stage “"BalletMet's .production of

Giselle; The timeless production will

:be enormously - compelfiing inviting
_.people to step-outside of their daily

lives and remember me power and
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An ongoing cultural exchange
agreement between Isracland Ohio has
resulted in the art exhibit, Aspirations:
Toward a Future in the Middle East.
Aspirations is a photography exhibit
of more than 170 images by 11 Israeli
and Palestinian photographers. It will
be on display January 25-April 8 at the
Riffe Gallery in Columbus.

“Aspirations seeks toaddress agoal
that seems impossible and inevitable at
the same time—peace in the Middle
East,” said Wayne Lawson, executive
director of the Ohio Arts Council. The
exhibit is produced by th& Ohio’ Akis

\\Comn'l International Program.

Columbus Exhibit Focuses
on Peace in the Middle East

Lawson says thatartists in the exhi-
bition were chosen for their ability to
convey a sense of self, place and com-
munity. “The photographsreflectmany
aspects of everyday reality in the re-
gion,” explained Lawson. “But the is-
sues at the heart of this exhibition con-
cem everyone, no matter where we
live."

The Riffe Gallery is located in the
Vem Riffe Center for Government and
the Arts. Admissionis free. For gallery
hours and more information about the
exhibit, call the Riffe Gallery at 614,
644-9624.
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Aspirations

Photography exhibition focuses on
hopes for peace in the Middle East

The Riffe Gallery is presents Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Middle East, now through April 8, an exhibition of more than 170
images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photographers. Aspirations seeks
to address a goal that seems impossible and inevitable at the same
time--peace in the Middle East between the Israeli and Palestinian
people.

Artists in the exhibition have been chosen for their ability to
convey a sense of self, place and community. The exhibition i$ curated
by Robert Stearns, senior program director, Arts Midwest and Nella
Cassouto, independent curator, Jerusalem.

Aspirations is produced by the Ohio arts Council's International
Program in partnership with Arts Midwest and with the support of
the Nlinois Arts Council and the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Cultural and Scientific Relations Department and Office of Cultural
Affairs in the United States, Consulate General of Israel, New York.

“The issues at the heart of this exhibition concern everyone, no
matter where we live,” said Wayne Lawson, executive director of the
Ohio Arts Council. “For that reason, we were inspired to assemble an
exhibition of diverse viewpoints from the Middle East and to share it
with audiences in North and South America. We hope it will encourage
dialogue among many different cultures about a situation that will
continue to evolve over time and affect our lives for years to come.”

Israeli and Palestinian cultures are like geologic plates painfully
grinding against each other, but politics, compounded by religious
division, camouflages common bonds of social and economic
interdependence that can drive the peace process, the curators say.

Images in this exhibition convey the realities and aspirations of
the photographers. The artists certainly desire peace, but in the face
of the perpetual disappointments of the past, they view their world
with a combination of optimism, skepticism and irony.

Aspirations:Toward a Future in the Middle East will travel in
Latin American to Buenos Aires, Argentina; Santiago, Chile; Havana,
Cuba; and Monterrey, Mexico and will continue its United States
tour beginning in Chicago in mid-2002.

The Riffe Center is located across from the Statehouse on High
Street in downtown Columbus. Admission is free.
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; Photography exhibition focuses on

" hopes for peace in the Middle Fast

. The Riffe Gallery is presents Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Mlddle East, now through April 8, an exhibition of more than 170
images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photographers. Aspirations seeks
ttf) address a.goal that. seems impossible and inevitable at the same
p;;lgeace in the Middle East between the Israeli and Palestinian

Artists in the exhibition have been chosen for their ability ¢
convey a sense of self, place and community. The exhibition is curz):tec(::l)
by Robert Stearns, senior program director, Arts Midwest and Nell
Cassouto, independent curator, Jerusalem. o

Asplr.alions is produc‘ed by the Ohio arts Council’s International
Progretm in partnership with Arts Midwest and with the support of
the Illinois Arts Council and the Israel Ministry of Forei «npf{)ff i
Cuhfjral. and Scientific Relations Department and Office (g)f Cu!:::rsi
Affa‘l‘rs in 'the United States, Consulate General of Isracl New Yorr:

The issues at the heart of this exhibition concern e‘veryone n ;
ma.tter where we live,” said Wayne Lawson, executive director of‘th0
0h|9 {\rts Council. “For that reason, we were inspired to assembl 5
e)shlbltion of diverse viewpoints from the Middle East andto shae it
\W{Ith audiences in North and South America. We hope it will encour;e :

dlal(.)gue among many different cultures about a situation that wiglel
continue to evolve over time and affect our lives for years to come.”

. l§raeli and Palestinian cultures are like geologic plates painfuIi
g.nr.ld-mg against each other, but politics, compounded b)} reli iouz
f]msnon. camouflages common bonds of social and econ(g)m'«
interdependence that can drive the peace process, the curators sa :

Images in this exhibition convey the realities and aSpiralici)nZV f
the photographers. The artists certainly desire peace, but in the f -
ot: the perpetual disappointments of the past, they v’icw thei aﬁ
with a combination of optimism, skepticism and irony o

‘Aspira'tions.' Toward a Future in the Middle East will travel i
Latin American to Buenos Aires, Argentina; Santiago, Chile; Havan:\"
Cuba; and Monterrey, Mexico and will continue its Unit‘cd St '
tour beginning in Chicago in mid-2002. 4 e

The Riffe Center is located across from the St

‘ atehouse on Hj
Street in downtown Columbus. Admission is frec. "
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State capital hosts show

D?[‘LThe Riffe Gallery in Columbus,
Ohio, will present, “Aspirations:
Toward a Future in the Middle
East,” through Sunday, April 8. The
exhibition contains more than 170
images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian
photographers, addressing hopes of
peace for both peoples.

The show is produced by the Ohio
Arts Council International Program
and will travel throughout the U.S.
and the world. The gallery is located
in the Vern Riffe Center for
Government and the Arts, across
from the Ohio Statehouse on High
Street. Call 614-644-9624.

~_~



NEWS BURHEAU INC,
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115

216/241-0675

GERMAN VILLAGE GAZETTE

COLUMBUS, OH
W-CIRC. 4,285

JAN-25-01

Pg/%to exh

B “Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle

German Village Gazette Reporter

Insight into the darkly
complicated relations be-
tween Israelis and Palestini-
ans can be found in a
photography  exhibit that
opens today at the Riffe
Gallery.

“Aspirations: Toward a
Future in the Middle East”
features 170 pictures taken
by 11 Israeli and Palestinian

A conversation between a Jewish man and an Arab woman is the subject of this untitled photo

East” will run from today through April 8 In the
Riffe Qallery, Vern Riffe Center, 77 S. High St.

photographers, said Robert
Stearns, program director.
The exhibit was organized
and produced by the Ohio
Arts Council.

After closing here April 8,
the photo exhibit will travel
to Argentina, Chili, Cuba and

from the Ohio Arts Council's “Aspirations” exhibit.

Mexico. It returns to the
United States in the summer
of 2002, when it will be dis-
played in Chicago.

The exhibit offers one cen-
tral message, said Steams:
“We can live together here. It
is possible for people of a

>

different background to live
in the same part of the
world.”

At the same time, the ex-
hibit does not skirt tensions
that plague the area. Subjects
range from confrontation to
national pride, friendship and
the area’s natural beauty.

The Ohio Arts Council
had been considering an
Arab-Israeli-themed exhibit
for a long time, Stearns said.
Members decided photo-
graphs would tell the tale
best because they show real
images.

“We want to tell a story,
not just show studio art,”
Steamns said.

The title, “Aspirations,”
was chosen for its suggestion
of optimism.

Co-curator Nella Cas-
souto, an Israeli, will discuss
the photographs, the artists
and her country at the gallery
at 2 p.m. Sunday.

In another related event,
Stearns will team with con-
flict-resolution expert Pat
Williams at the gallery at 2
p.m. March 4 to discuss not
only the problems but the
day-to-day life in the coun-
try.

Most of the region’s peo-
ple, Steans said, co-exist
peacefully and lead relatively
safe and normal lives. This is
true even despite long-stand-
ing conflicts over land and

ibit depicts conflict, everyday life in Middle East

An Israeli soldier and Palestinian children are pictured in this
untitled image from “Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Middle East.” The exhibit will remain on display through April
8 at the Riffe Gallery.

history, she said.
“For the most part, every-
day people get along with

cach other reasonably well,”

Stcarns said. “But | don’t
want to minimize the situa-
tion. It's very disturbing
thesc days.™

The public is invited to an
opening reception  at - the
gallery at 77 S. High S

from S to 7 p.m. today
Regular viewing hours aie
10 am. to 1 p.m. Monday
and Tuesday. 10 am. o &
pm. Wednesday  through
I'riday. noon to & pme Satn
day and noon 1o T poan Sun
das . ;
Adimission 3o frim i
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J{B;uotography exhibition focuses on hopes for peace in Middle East

he.Riffe Gallery will
present Aspirations: Toward

wu Future in the Middle East,~

Jan. 25-April-§, an exhibition
of more than 170images by
11 Israeli and Palestinian
photographers. Aspirations
seeks to address a goal that
seems impossible and inevi-
table at the same time — peace
in the Middle East between
the Israeli and Palestinian
people.

Artists in the exhibition
have been chosen for their
ability to convey a sense of
self, place and community.
The exhibition is curated by
Robert Stearns, senior pro-
gram director, Arts Midwest,
and Nella Cassouto, inde-
pendent curator, Jerusalem.

There will be an opening

reception ot Thursday, Jan.

from 516 7 pn. The event
1s free and open to the pub-
lic.

Aspirations is produced
by the Ohio Arts-Council’s
International -Program, in
partnership with Arts Mid-
west and with the support of
the Nlinois Arts Council and
the Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Cultural and Scien-
tific Relations Department
and Office of Cultural Affairs
in the United States, Consu-
late General of Israel, New
York. )

“The issues at the heart of
this exhibition concern ev-
eryone, no matter where we
live,” said Wayne Lawson,
executive director of the
Ohio Arts Qouncil. “For that

A
t

reason, we were inspired to
assemble an exhibition of
diverse viewpoints from the
Middle East and to share it
with audiences in North and
South America. We hope it
will encourage dialogue
among many different cul-
tures about a situation that
will continue to evolve over
time and affect our lives for
years to come.”

“Israeli and Palestinian
cultures are like geologic
plates painfully grinding
against each other. But poli-
.tics, compounded by reli-
giaus division, camouflages
common bonds of social and
economic interdependence
that can drive the peace pro-
cess,” the curators say.

Images in this exhibition

_convey the realities and as-

pirations of the photogra-
phers. The -artists certainly
desire peace, but in the face
of the perpetual disappoint-
ments of the past, they view
their world with a combina-
tion of optimism, skepticism
and irony. 3
Aspirations focuses on
the medium of photography
because it is available to art-
ists of many different back-
grounds. It also is adaptable
to different artistic attitudes,
from the abstract and concep-
tual to the politically moti-
vated and photo-journalis-
tic. And for viewers, it pro-
vides a common ground from
which to grasp these artists’
widely differing messages.
Only artists from Israel and
the Palestinian territories
were chosen because their
confrontations are well
known and closely watched
around the world. Artists who
created images that are both

personally relevant and uni- -

versally recognizable were
chosen for the exhibition. As
a result, these photographs
reflect many aspects of ev-
eryday reality in the region
at the beginning of the 21st
century.

Artists represented in the
exhibition include Issa Freij,
Amit Geron, Yehoshua
Glotman, Noel Jabbour, Adi
Nes, Naomi Tereza Salmon,
Tamir Sher, Osama Silwadi,
SharonYa’ari, Lee Yanor and
Khaled Zighari. 3

Two special events ‘will
take place in the gallery dur-
ing the -exhibition. On Sun-
day, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., Aspi-
rations co-curator, Nella
Cassouto, will share her per-
sonal insights about the art-
ists and their work. On Sun-
day, March 4, at 2 p.m., Aspi-

The exhibition is sup-
ported by the Ohio Building
Authority. Media sponsors
“include Columbus Alive,
Small Business News, Time
Warner Communications
and WWCD/CD101.

In 1996 Israel and the
State of Ohio signed a cul-
tural exchange agreement to
facilitate exchange opportu-
nities in the arts, education
and humanities. The agree-
ment opened the door for art-
ist and exhibition exchanges
between Ohio and Israel.
Common Ground: Contem-
porary Landscapes from Is-
rael and Ohio was the first
exhibition to take place un-
der the agreement.

The Riffe Gallery, oper-
ated by the Ohio Arts Coun-

rations co-curator Robeg{_ cil, showcases the work of
Stearns and mediation spe- =Ll

cialist Patricia Williams will
discuss the making of this
exhibition and the power of
communities around the
globe.

A full-color catalog of the
exhibition will be available
for $10. ¢

Aspirations: Toward a
Future in the Middle East
will travel in Latin America

to Buenos Aires, Argentina; .
.Santiago, Chile; Havana,

Cuba, and Monterrey,
Mexico, and will continue
its United States tour begin-
ning in Chicago in mid-

2002. /]

Ohio’s artists and curators,
and the collections of the
state’s museums and galler-
ies. The gallery is in the Vern
Riffe Center for Government
and the Arts, State and High
Streets. Hours are Monday
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, 10a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m., and
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission is free.

For information, or to
schedule a tour, call the Riffe
Gallery at 644-9624.

Working with national
corporations, philanthropic
and arts organizations, the
Ohio Arts Council’s Interna-
tional Program is recognized
as a leader in cultural arts
exchanges among U.S. state
arts agencies.

)



The Riffe Gallery will
present Aspirations: Toward
a Future in the Middle East,
Jan. 25-April 8, an exhibition
of more than 170 images by
11 Israeli and Palestinian
photographers. Aspirations
seeks to address a goal that
seems impossible and inevi-
table at the same time — peace
in the Middle East between
the Israeli and Palestinian
people.

Artists in the exhibition
have been chosen for their
ability to convey a sense of
self, place and community.
The exhibition is curated-by
Robert Steams, senior pro-
gram director. Arts Midwest,
and Nella Cassouto, inde-
pendent curator. Jerusalem.

There will be an opening
reception on Thursday, Jan.
25,from5to 7 p.m. The event
is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Aspirations is produced
by the Ohio Arts-Council’s
International Program, in
partnership with Arts Mid-
west and with the support of
the Illinois Arts Council and
the Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Cultural and Scien-
tific Relations Department
and Office of Cultural Affairs
in the United States, Consu-
late General of Israel, New
York.

“The issues at the heart of
this exhibition concem ev-
eryone, no matter where we
live,” said Wayne Lawson,
executive director of the
Ohio Arts Council. *“For that
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:PHOTODGRAPHS BY ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN ARTISTS

JANUARY 25 - APRIL 8, 2001
OPENING RECEPTION - Thursday, January 25, 5-7 pm

Curators Nella Cassouto and Robert Stearns

in Partnership with Arts Midwest

With Support trom 1linois Arts Councit and Isracl Ministry of
Foreigr Attairs, Cultural and Scientific Refations Department

Supported by Onio Buildenig Acthority

Media Sponsors
TIME WARNER
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RIFFE GALLERY
Vern Riffe Center
Across from the
Statehouse on High
Downtown Columbus
Call 614/644-9624

Gallery Hours
M, Tu 10-4
W, Th,F 10-8
Sar12-8

" Sun 12-4
Free Admission
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Photography exhibition focuses on hopes for peace in Middle East

reason, we were inspired to
assemble an exhibition of
diverse viewpoints from the
Middle East and to share it
with audiences in North and
South America. We hope it
will encourage dialogue
among many different cul-
tures about a situation that
will continue to evolve over
time and affect our lives for
years to come.”

“Israeli and Palestinian
cultures are like geologic
plates painfully grinding
against each other. But poli-
tics, compounded by reli-
gious division, camouflages
common bonds of social and
economic interdependence
that can drive the peace pro-
cess,” the curators say.

Images in this exhibition
convey the realities and as-
pirations of the photogra-
phers. The arlisli certainly
desire peace, but In the face
of the perpetual disappoint-
ments of the past, they view
their world with a combina-
tion of optimism, skepticism
and irony.

Aspirations focuses on
the medium of photography
because it is available to art-
ists of many different back-
grounds. It also is adaptable
to different artistic attitudes,
from the abstract and concep-
tual to the politically moti-
vated and photo-joumnalis-
tic. And for viewers, it pro-
vides a common ground from
which to grasp these artists’
widely differing messages.

Onlyartists from Israel and
the Palestinian territories
were chosen because their
confrontations are well
known and closely watched
around the world. Artists who
created images that are both
personally relevant and uni-
versally recognizable were
chosen for the exhibition. As
a result, these photographs
reflect many aspects of ev-
eryday reality in the region
at the beginning of the 21st
century.

Artists represented in the
exhibition include Issa Freij,
Amit Geron, Yehoshua
Glotman, Noel Jabbour. Adi
Nes, Naomi Tereza Salmon,
Tamir Sher. Osama Silwadi,
Sharon Ya’ari, Lee Yanor and
Khaled Zighari.

Two special events will
take place in the gallery dur-
ing the exhibition. On Sun-
day, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., Aspi-
rations co-curator, Nella
Cassouto, will share her per-
sonal insights about the art-
ists and their work. On Sun-
day, March 4, at 2 p.m., Aspi-
rations co-curator Robert
Stearns and mediation spe-
cialist Patricia Williams will
discuss the making of this
exhibition and the power of
communities around the
globe.

A full-color catalog of the
exhibition will be available
for $10.

Aspirations: Toward a
Future in the Middle East
will travel in Latin America
to Buenos Aires, Argentina,
Santiago, Chile; Havana,
Cuba, and Monterrey,
Mexico, and will cortinue
its United States tour begin-
ning in Chicago in mid-
2002.

Issa Freij,

The exhihition is sup-
pored by the Ohio Building
Authority. Media sponsors
include Columbus Alive,
Small Business News, Time
Warner Communications
and WWCD/CD101.

In 1996 Israel and the
State of Ohio signed a cul-
tural exchange agreement to
facilitate exchange opportu-
nities in the arts, education
and humanities. The agree-
ment opened the door for art-
ist and exhibition exchanges
between Ohio and Israel.
Common Ground: Contem-
porary Landscapes from Is-
rael and Ohio was the first
exhibition to take place un-
der the agreement.

The Riffe Gallery. oper-
ated by the Ohio Arts Coun-
cil, showcases the work of

Worker.

Ohio’s artists and curators,
and the collections of the
state’s museumns and galler-
ies. The gallery is in the Vern
Riffe Center for Government
and the Ans, State and High
Streets. Hours are Monday
and Tuesday. 10 a.m. o0 4
p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, 10a.m. to 8 p.m,;
Saturday. noon to 8 p.m., and
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission is free.

For information, or to
schedule a tour. call the Riffe
Gallery at 644-9624.

Working with national
corporations, philanthropic
and arts organizations, the
Ohio Arts Council’s Interna-
tional Program is recognized
as a leader in cultural arts
exchanges among U.S. state
arts agencies.
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I?goto exhibit foces on hopes for peace

i THE Rl
“A talions Towa

iddle East,” Jan. 28-Apsi] 8,
aﬂ dxhibition of more than 170 HI*
ages by 11 Israeli and Palestinian
photogtaphers

giratlons seeks to address a
goal that seems impossible and in-
evitable at the same time -~ peace
in the Middle East between the Is-
raeh and Palestinian people! Artists
in"the éxhibition have beeh chosen
fok their ability to convey a sense of
self, place and community. The ex-
hibitior is curated by Robert
Steara, sénior program director,
Att3 Midwest and Nella Cassouto,
md épendent curator, Jerusafem,
i 'will be an opening recep-
tkm on Thursday, Jan. 25 from 5-7

The event is free mid (Spcn to

Pspitatmns is produeed but the
hio Arts Comieil’s International
ﬁrgram in partnership with Arts
idwest and with the of the
_{IkAcis Arts Council the Istaell
: Midlstry of Foreign Affatrs, Culmr—
“aliand Scientific Relations Depart-

Gallerg will presem

I ment and Office of Cultural Affdirs’

‘in the. United States, Consulate
| Generdl of Israel, New York. -

| " 'The issues at the heart of this
' exHibition concern everyonme, fio
mager where we live,” said Wayne
Lawsofl, xecutive director of ‘the

ATDERE i cegted
L I e L] i;l l‘-- s

a Future in -

Ohlo Am Council. “For that m—' ’

somn, we were mspired to assemble
an exhibRion of diverse viewpoitits
from the Middle East and to share it
with audieénces in North and South
America. We hope it will encourage
dialogue among many different cul-
tures about a situation that will con-
tinue to evolve over time and affect
or lives for years to come.

Israeli and Palestinian cultures
are like geologic plates painfully
grinding against each other. But
politics, compounded by religious
division, camouflages common
bonds of social and economic inter-
dependefce that can drive the peace
procéss, the curatots say.

Images in this exhibition convey
the gealities and aspirations of the
phefagraphers. The artists certainly
desire peace but in the face of the
perpetual disappointments of the
past, they view their world with a
combination of optimism, skepti-
cismand irony.

Aspirations focuses in the medi- -

um of photography because it is
available to artists of many different
backgrounds. It is also adaptable to
different artistic attitudes from the
abstract ahd conceptual to the polit-
1ca|ly motivated and photo- -journal-

"istic. And for viewets, it provides a

commoh ground from which to

- grasp these artists’ widely different

messages.
Only artists from Israel and

Palestine territories were chosen be-
cause their confrontations are well
known and elosely watched around
the world. Artists who created im-
ages that are both personally tele-
vant and universally recognizable

were chosen for the exhibition. As a ,

result, these photographs reflect
many aspects of every day reality in
the region at the beginning of the
21st century.,

Artists represented in the exhibi-
tion include Issa Freij, Amit Geron,
Yehoshua Glotman , Noel Jabbour,
Adi Nes, Naoimi Tereza Salmon,
Amir Sher, Osama Silwadi, Sharon
Ya’ari, Lee Yapor and Khaled
Zighari.

Two special events will take
glace in the gallery during the exhi-

ition. On Sunday, Jan: 28 at 2
p.m. Aspirations co-curatot, Nella
Cassolito, will share her personal
insights about the artists and their
work. on Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m.
AspiratioRs co-curator Robert
Stearns and mediation specialist Pa-
tricia Williams will discuss the
making of this exhibition and the
power of communities around the
globe.

A full-color catalog of the exhi-
bition will be available for $10.

Aspirations: Toward a Future in
the Middle East will travel in Latin
America to Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na; Santiage, Chile; Havana, Cuba;

and Monterey, Mexico and will
continues its United Sates tour be-
ginning in Chicago in mid-2002.

The exhibition is supported by
the Ohio Building Authority. Media
sponsors include Columbus Alive,
Small Business News, Time Warner
Communications and WWCD-
CD10l1.

In 1996 Israel and the Sate of
Ohio signed a cultural exchange
agreement to facilitate exchange op-
portunities in the arts, education
and humanities? The agreement
opened the door for artist and exhi-
bition exchanges between Ohio and
Israel. Common Ground: Contem-
porary Landscapes from Israel and
Ohio was the first exhibition to take
place under the agreement.

The Riffe Gallery, operated by
the Ohio Arts Council, showcases
the work of Ohio’s artists and cura-
tors and the collections of the
state’s museums and galleriés. The
gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center
for Government and the Arts, State
and High Streets, Coluinbus. Hours
are Monday and Tuesday, 10 am.
to 4 p.m., Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, 10 am. to 8 p.m., Sat-
urday, noon to 8 p.m. and Sunday,
noon to 4 p.m. Admission is frec.
For information or to scheduic a
tour call the Riffe Gallery at (G}
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Exhibition focuses on hopes
for peace in the Middle East

&HCOLUMBUS—The Riffe Gal-
lery will present Aspirations: To-
ward a Future in the Middle East,
Jan. 25-April 8, an exhibition of
more than 170 images by 11 Israeli
and Palestinian photographers. As-
pirations seeks to address a goal
that seem impossible and inevitable
at the same time—peace in the
Middle East between the Israeli and
Palestinian people. Artists in the
exhibition have been chosen for
their ability to convey a sense of
self, place and community. The ex-
hibition is curated by Robert
Steamns, senior program director,
Arts Midwest and Nella Cassouto,
independent curator, Jerusalem.

There will be an opening recep-
tion on Jan. 25 from 5 to 7 p.m. The
event is free and open to the public.

Aspirations is produced by the
Ohio Arts Council’s International
Program in partnership with Arts
Midwest and with the support of the
Illinois Arts Council and the Israel
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cul-
tural and Scientific Relations De-
partment and Office of Cultural Af-
fairs in the United States, Consulate
General of Israel, New York.

“The issues at the heart of this
exhibition concern everyone, no
matter where we live,” said Wayne
Lawson, executive director of the

‘ __.'.‘ e " - :

Ohio Arts Council. “For that rea-
son, we were inspired to assemble
an exhibition of diverse viewpoints
from the Middle East and to share it
with audiences in North and South
America. We hope it will encour-
age dialogue among many different
cultures about a situation that will
continue to evolve over time and
affect our lives for years to come.”

Israeli and Palestinian cultures
are like geologic plates painfully
grinding against each other. But
politics, compounded by religious
division, camouflages common
bonds of social and economic inter-
dependence that can drive the peace
process, the curators say.

The Riffe Gallery, operated by
the Ohio Arts Council, showcases
the work of Ohio’s artists and cura-
tors and the collections of the
state’s museums and galleries. The
gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center
for Government and the Arts, State
and High Streets, Columbus, OH.
Hours are Monday and Tuesday, 10
am. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m,,
Saturday noon to 8 p.m. and Sun-
day noon to 4 p.m. Adrjssion is

free. For information or to schedule '

a tour, call the Riffe Gallery at

(614) 644-9624.

OHIO
NEWS BUREAU INC.
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115

216/241-0675

DAILY RECORD
WOOSTER, OH
PM-CIRC. 23,101

JAN-21-01

M;%east ‘Aspiration

COLUMBUS — The Ohio
Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery
Will present “Aspirations:
Toward a Future in the Middle
East,” an exhibition of more
than 170 images by 11 Israeli
and Palestinian photogra-
phers, opening Jan. 25 and
running through April 8.

“Aspirations”  seeks to
address a goal that seems
impossible and inevitable at
the same time — peace in the
Middle East between the
Israeli and Palestinian people.
Artists in the exhibition have
been chosen for their ability to
convey a sense of self, place
and community. The exhibi-
tion is curated by Robert
Steams, senior program direc-
tor for Arts Midwest, and
Nella Cassouto, an indepen-
dent curator from Jerusalem.

The opening reception,
Thursday from 5-7 p.m., is free
and open to the public.

“Aspirations” is produced by
\the Ohio Arts Council’s Inter-

national Program, in partner-
ship with Arts Midwest and
with the support of the Illinois
Arts Council and the Israel
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Cultural and Scientific Rela-
tions Department and Office
of Cultural Affairs in the
United States, through the
Consulate General of Israel,
New York.

“The issues at the heart of
this exhibition concern every-
one, no matter where we live,”
said Wayne Lawson, executive
director of the Ohio Arts
Council. “For that reason, we
were inspired to assemble an
exhibition of diverse view-
points from the Middle East
and to share it with audiences
in North and South America.

“We hope it will encourage
dialogue among many differ-
ent cultures about a situation
that will continue to evolve
over time and affect our lives
for years to come.”

Israeli and Palestinian cul-

s’ photo show at Riffe Gallery

tures are like geologic plates
painfully grinding against each
other, the curators say. But
politics, compounded by reli-
gious division, camouflages
common bonds of social and

economic interdependence
that can drive the peace
process.

Images in this exhibition
convey the realities and aspi-
rations of the photographers.
The artists certainly desire
peace, but in the face of the
perpetual disappointments of
the past, they view their world
with a combination of opti-
mism, skepticism and irony.

“Aspirations” focuses on the
medium of photography
because it is available to
artists of many different back-
grounds. It also is adaptable to
‘different artistic  attitudes
‘from the abstract and concep-
tual to the politically motivat-
ed and photo-journalistic. And
for viewers, it provides a com-
mon ground from which to

FEPRIERPEId Yy S
R P
BapdFEonl EglER =
RgoEdappRodlipaE =¥

o< & EEESN& g () [

;ggms.m5< '80'<z h-—&>

'U.a‘s‘mag.m&"'?n’?‘g:w o =2

BES P e d5ESRTa

gRgEEsdRahe il S H &

5‘85”83?’%: 5-5-5'81 S a I

y EQaolm 5 .""qgg S @
| LEZRTEERAESEAL P 2 Q
\ 25ESPEegizEiricoo

\ BEoSfipEiEiiii—<E

' = g‘ ] E:(‘DOAS. =8 .

i eggganﬁw"é B&§S =2
i o ' - SN —

grasp widely differing mes-
sages.

Only artists from Israel and
the Palestine territories were
chosen because their con-
frontations are well known
and closely watched around
the world. Artists who created
images that are both personal-
ly relevant and universally
recognizable were chosen for
the exhibition.

Two special events will take
place in the gallery during the
exhibition. On Sunday, Jan. 28
at 2 p.m. Aspirations co-cura-
tor, Nella Cassouto, will share
her personal insights about
the artists and their work. On
Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m.
Aspirations co-curator Robert
Stearns and mediation special-
ist Patricia Williams will dis-
cuss the making of this exhibi-
tion and the power of commu-
nities around the globe.

A full-color catalog of the
exhibition will be available for
$10.

“Aspirations: Toward a
Future in the Middle East”
will travel in Latin America to
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Sah-
tiago, Chile, Havana, Cuba;

and Monterrey, Mexico; and"
will continue its United States

tour begipning in Chicago in
mid-2002.

T e e gt r !

The Riffe Gallery. operated -
by the Ohio Arts Council, :

showcases the work of Ohio

artists and curators and the

collections of the state’s muse-
ums and galleries. .
The gallery is located in the
Vern Riffe Center for Govern-
ment and the Arts, State and
High Streets, Columbus.
Normal gallery hours are
Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m., Wednesday through

Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Satur-

day noon-8 p.m. and Sunday
noon-4 p.m.

Admission is free. For more
information or to schedule a
tour, call the Riffe Galler
614/644-9624.
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| s{Columbus Exhibit Focuses
~ on Peace in the Middle East

An ongoing cultural exchange
| agreement between IsraelandOhiohas
i resulted in the artexhibit, Aspirations:
! Toward a Future in the Middle East.
Aspirations is a photography exhibit

Lawsonsaysthatartistsin the exhi-
bition were chosen for their ability to
convey a sense of self, place and com-
munity. “The photographsreflectmany
aspects of everyday reality in the re-

OHIO of more than 170 images by 11 Isracli  gion,” explained Lawson. “But the is-
NEWS BUREAU INC. and Palestinian photographers. It will  sues at the heart of this exhibition con-
i CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115 be on display January 25-April 8 atthe  cern everyone, no matter where we

216/241-0675 live.”

The Riffe Gallery is located in the
Vern Riffe Center for Government and
the Arts. Admissionis free. For gallery
hours and more information about the
exhibit, call the Riffe Gallery at 614-
644-9624.

Riffe Gallery in Columbus.
“Aspirations seeks to addressa goal
that seems impossible and inevitable at
the same time—peace in the Middle
WOOSTER, OH East,” said Wayne Lawson, executive
BEIR G2 E0 5 dlre.ct‘or‘ot the Ohio Arts Coungll. The
. i exhibit is produced by the Ohio Arts
Njouncil International Program.
1 e Bt v
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M}%east ‘Aspirations’ photo sho'w at lefe Galléfy 'i';_""_;

COLUMBUS — The Ohio
Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery
will  present  “Aspirations:
‘Toward a Future in the Middle
East,” an exhibition of more
than 170 images by 11 Isracli
and Palestinian  photogra-
phers, opening Jan. 25 and
running through April 8.

“Aspirations”  seeks to
address a goal that scems
impossible and inevitable at
the same time — peace in the
Middle East between the
Israeli and Palestinian people.
Artists in the exhibition have
been chosen for their ability to
convey a sense of self, place
and community. The exhibi-
tion is curated by Robert
Steams, senior program direc-
tor for Arts Midwest, and
Nella Cassouto, an indepen-
dent curator from Jerusalem.

The opening reception,
Thursday from 5-7 p.m., is free
and open to the public.

“Aspirations” is produced by
the Ohio Arts Council’s Inter-

national Program, in partner-
ship with Arts Midwest and
with the support of the Illinois
Arts Council and the Israel
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Cultural and Scientific Rela-
tions Department and Office
of Cultural Affairs in the
United States, through the
Consulate General of Israel,
New York.

“The issues at the heart of
this exhibition concern every-
one, no matter where we live,”
said Wayne Lawson, executive
director of the Ohio Arts
Council. “For that reason, we
were inspired to assemble an
exhibition of diverse view-
points from the Middle East
and to share it with audiences
in North and South America.

“We hope it will encourage
dialogue among many differ-
ent cultures about a situation
that will continue to evolve
over time and affect our lives
for years to come.”

Israeli and Palestinian cul-

(different
from the abstract and concep-

tures are like geologic plates
painfully grinding against each
other, the curators say. But
politics, compounded by reli-
gious division, camouflages
common bonds of social and

cconomic  interdependence
that can drive the peace
process.

Images in this exhibition

convey the realities and aspi-
rations of the photographers.
The artists certainly desire
peace, but in the face of the
perpetual disappointments of
the past, they view their world
with a combination of opti-
mism, skepticism and irony.
“Aspirations” focuses on the
medium of photography
because it is available to
artists of many different back-
grounds. It also is adaptable to
artistic  attitudes

tual to the politically motivat-
ed and photo-journalistic. And
for viewers, it provides a com-
mon ground from which to

grasp widely differing mes-
sages.

Only artists from Israel and
the Palestine territories were
chosen because their con-
frontations are well known
and closely watched around
the world. Artists who created
images that are both personal-
ly relevant and universally
recognizable were chosen for
the exhibition.

Two special events will take
place in the gallery during the
exhibition. On Sunday, Jan. 28
at 2 p.m. Aspirations co-cura-
tor, Nella Cassouto, will share
her personal insights about
the artists and their work. On
Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m.
Aspirations co-curator Robert
Stearns and mediation special-
ist Patricia Williams will dis-
cuss the making of this exhibi-
tion and the power of commu-
nities around the globe.

A full-color catalog of the
exhibition will be available for
$10.

““Aspirations:  Toward  a
Future in the Middie East™
will travel in Latin America to
Buenos Aires, Argentinia; San-
tiago, Chile; Huvana, Cuba;
and Monterrey, Mexico; and
will continue its United States
tour begipning i Chicago
mid-2002.

The Riffe Guallery, operated
by the Ohio Arts Council,
showcases the work of Ohio
artists and curators and the
collections of the state’s muse-
ums and galleries.

~ The gallery is located in the

Vern Riffe Center for Govern-
ment and the Arts, State and
High Streets, Columbus.
Normal gallery hours are
Monday and Tucesday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Wednesday through
Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Satur-
day noon-8 p.m. and Sunday

.noon-4 p.m.

Admission is free. For more
information or to schedule a

tour, call the Rifle Gallery < el
614/644-9624. /
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a&e around town

A&E AI?OUND TOWN COMPILED BY Ronald N. Bryant Urbcn POST Entertainment Eclitor

SCR ENING OF> MUTE

. The'Society for African American
- Art presents “Mute Love," a feature-
~length narrative film about three gen-

Wit are; attempting to- mend ' their
fractured relationships.~ Dorothy
‘Thigpen, ; ‘the independent film's
Director, of Photography. Attend the
free " screening and meet Thigpen
Executive Director of Third World
Newsreel one of the oldest alierna-
tive media organizations in the
United States. The screening takes
place Friday, February 9, from 6 -
8pm For more information or-to

Grlmes at 629-0357. Parking is.free

7"2‘“. g

ATER PRESENTS
STAGE PLAY

"~eratlons of African American women-

reserve a seat, please contact Lyn

ence at the YWCA‘s Huntington Hall
4th*Floor+: 65 “South"4th§ Street.

; Performances are February 1-3, &

10, "and _February 15, All Shows
Begin at '8:00 PM. Tickets.can be

: purchased atthe door for $10.00 and

groups ‘of 10 or more are $8.00 per
person with children 15 and under
$6.00. :

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
FOCUSES ON PEACE INTHE MID-
DLE EAST

The Riffe Gallery presents
“Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Middle East,”now through April 8, an
exhibition of more than 170 images

by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photog- .

raphers. Aspirations seeks o
address a goal that seems impossi-
ble and inevitable at the same time-
peace in the Middle East between
the lIsraeli and Palestinian people.
Artists in the exhibition have been
chosen for- their ability to convey a
sense of self, place and community.
The exhibition is curated by Robert
Steams, senior program director,
Arts Midwest and Nella Cassou
independent curator, Jerusaler
Aspirations is produced by the Ohi
Arts"Council's International Program

in partnership with Arts Midwest and

......

High Streets, Columbus, OH; Hours.
are Monday and Tuesday,-10 a. m -4
p.m.,. Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m.; Saturday
12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4:p.m.
Admission is free. For information or
to schedule a tour call the Riffle
Gallery at 614/644-9624.

BALLETMET PRESENTS THE
BEAUTIFUL GISELLE
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Mzddle East, now through April 8 an exhrbmon of more than 170

1mages by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photographers Asptrauons seeks

..to,address a goal that seems impossible and inevitable: at the same
tlme--peace in the Mrddle East between the Israeh and Palestinian
people --. _—-‘ ’ Ev' LA .f LYy .

. Artists in’ the exhrbrtion have been ch sen " for” their ability to
convey a sense of self, place and commumty .The exhlbrtron i§ curated

- by Robert Stearns, senior program director, Arts Mrdwest and Nella
Cassouto. mdependent curator, Jerusalem. ) i !

. " Aspirations is produced by the Ohro arts Councrl s Internatronal
Program in partnership with Arts Mrdwest and with the support of
the Illinois Arts Council and the Israel Mrmstry of Forergn Affairs,
Cultural and Scientific Relations Department and Office of Cultural

. Affairs in the United States, Consulate General of Israel New York.

.. ".<::“The issues at the heart of this exhrbrtron concern everyone, no
matter where we live,” sard Wayne Lawson, executive director of the

_.OhioArts. Councrl “For that reason, we were inspired to assemble an
exhibition of diverse viewpoints from the Middle East and to share it
with audiences in North and South America. We hope it will encourage
dialogue among many different cultures about a situation that will
continue to evolve over time and affect our lives for years to come.”

Israeli and Palestinian cultures are like geologic plates painfully
grinding against each other, but politics, compounded by religious
division, camouflages common bonds of social and economic
interdependence that can drive the peace process, the curators say.

Images in this exhibition convey the realities and asprratrons of
the photographers. The artists certainly desrre peace. but in the face

- of the perpetual disappointments of the past; they vrew therr world
with a combination of optimism, skepticism and irony. fisy

Aspzranons Toward a Future m the Middle, 'E%St wr}l travel m
Latin American to Buenos Aires, Argentma' §antrag‘o,’Chrle~ Havana,

_ Cuba; and; Monterrey. Mexico and will contmue rts United States

tourbegmmng in Chlca‘go in mid- 2002 W 7
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Israeli/Palestinian photography
exhibit world premrere in Columbus

By Tami Kamin-Meyer
Special To The Observer

COLUMBUS — The Vern Riffe
Center in downtown Columbus
is home to more than just
legislative offices. It also houses
the Riffe Gallery, a museum that
showcases the works of Ohio
artists and exhibits with interna-
tional connections.

Such is the case with the

O gallery’s current exhibition

making its international debut,
Aspirations: Toward a Future in the

Middle Fast.

Robert Stearns, senior program

i director for Arts Midwest, co-
3| curated the exhibit along with

Nella Cassouto of Jerusalem. The
exhibit features the work of 11
photographers from Israel and
Palestinian territories expressing
their visions for a peaceful future
for Isracl.

According to Stearns, Aspira-
tions was the brainchild of Wayne
LLawson, the exccutive director of
the Ohio Arts Council. The show
attempts to present a broader
view of the Middle East beyond
just Isracl, he said.

“I hope people come away
with the feeling that it is not only
the media that talks about what
happens in Israel,’

Stearns hopes the exhibit
encourages people to “discuss
and learn more” about how our
differences and similarities as
human beings can overtake
negative attitudes.

On Sunday, March4at2 p.m,,
Stearns and mediation specialist
Patricia Williams will discuss the
making of this exhibition and the

" Cassouto said.

Photo from the exh/b/t ‘Asplrat/ons Toward A Future In The Middle East’

the globe. The discussion is free
and open to the public. It will be
held at the Riffe Gallery, across
from the Ohio Statehouse on
High Street.

Viewing hours for the
exhibition are Mondays and
Thursdays, 10 a.m to4 p.m.;
Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, 10 a.m.to 8 p.m.;
Saturdays, noon to 8 p.m.;and
Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. The
gallery is free and open to the
public.

Following its world premiere
in Columbus, Aspirations will
travel to Argentina, Chile,
Mexico and Cuba. It is sched-
uled to end in Chicago in 2002,
but Stearns said it might
continue depending on how

well the photographs weather
the exhibit. It will not travel to
Israel because the photographers
chosen for the exhibition are
widely known there.

In 1996, Isracl and the state of
Ohio signed a cultural exchange
agreement to facilitate exchange
opportunities in the arts, educa-
tion and the humanities. The
pact opened the door for artist
and exhibition exchanges
between Ohio and Isracel.
Aspirations is the second exhibit
to be co-curated by Ohioans and
Cassouto under that agreement.

Aspirations runs through April
8. For more information, contact
the Ohio Arts Council at 614-644-
9624, or visit the organization’s
Web site at www.oac.state.oh.us.

BORDERS

www.bordars.com

Underwriter of The Observer
Arts & Leisure section.
Located at 2040 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd.
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Lawns of the Middle Fast

The everyday photography of ‘Aspirations’

The morning paper is a good breakfast
accompaniment, but it usually starts off
with astory about something boring and
impersonal, like budgets or probes.

So it was a nice surprise Monday to sit

downto aplate of eggs and a photo of Colin

Powel! holding hands with Yasser Arafat.

" Amongthepicture’'sthousand words
was therevelation that grown men do hold
hands. That the revelation involved
Arafat was extra illuminating; until then,
he just hadn’t seemed like the hand-hold-
Ing typ

The Rlﬂ'e Gallery's current exhibit
sheds a similar light concerning the Mid-
dle East. Asplraﬂons isn't about the
region’s leaders, however: [t's about regu-
lar people and things. So regular, they
seem almost familiar.

Featured in the show are more than
170 photographs by

You call that
ART, .

JENNY MULLIN ‘

volume of photos can be appreciated, but
not their details. Only by zooming in close
can you discern their content.

The exhibit's companion provides an
excellent supplement to the artwork. It
begins with a lengthy interview conducted
in March 2000 by Cassouto with two
natives of the region.

Althougha blt dated now, the exchange
is nonetheless pertinent.

David Grossman, an [sraeli novelist

11 Israeli and Pales-
tinian artists. The
curators, Robert
Stearns(who hap-
pens to be former
directorof the
\WexnerCenter) and
Nella Cassouto (from
-Jerusalem), chose
works that "are per-
sonaliy relevant and
uriversally recogniz-
able.” according to
theintroductory
press release.

They picked well.”

\While most of the
worksbear a distinct
specificity, they also
possess a kind of
affability. The por-
traits of 2 foreign
place tcll stories whether the onlooker is
up on current events or not.

[t's surprising which photos resonate
the most.

Most startling are the works of Sharon
Ya'ari. Her Lawns series looks across
fieldds tyward the horizon. Each photo con-
tains the same unexpected abundance of
sreen—in one, especially, the tall grasses
appear tosun themselves.

1's the first time ['ve ever given
thougk:t tolawns in the Middle East.

The girl in [ssa Freij's My Neighbor sits
on a beach, completely engrossed in some-
thing she’'sholdingin her hands.

NoeiJabbour's 11 Palestinian Interiors
are snippets of, well, Palestinian interiors.
Whereas black-and-whitesoften lenid
theirsubjects a sense of timelessness, Jab-
bour’s use of color makes the scenes feel
immediate, close at hand.

In Amit Geron's oversized Untitled, a
small group of people on a hill in the fore-
ground is dwarfed by the city the hill over-
looks. The buildings, in turn, are rendered
puny by the vast landscape that stretches
to the horizon. [t feels immeasurable.

Thesstyles vary widely, from candid
portraits to formal compositions to col-
lages. Adi Nes worked in a studio with
models to create The Last Supper, casting
Leonardo da Vinci's signature painting
with Israeli military. Lee Yanor uses
“innovative” techniques to get surreal
results. such as the swirls and blurs in The
Dance, printed on canvas.

Naomi Tereza Salmon's Black Box:
Soutvenir from Israel involves 90 small
images of tourist keepsakes—a lighter, a
snow globe—in rows. From far away, the

The Ohio Arts Council will host Aspirations:

Toword o Future in the Middle Eost through April
8.in the Riffe Gollery, 77 S. High St. 644-9624.

It feels almosi immeasurable: Amit Geron’s Untitled

and political commentator, recalls being a
child in 1967, before the Six-Day War: *[
listened every day to the Hebrew-lan-
guage'radio station from Cairo.... [
remember very vividly that they promised
us they would come and throw us into the
sea and rape our mothers and sisters.... [
urgently begged my parents to let me take
swimming lessons. That way I'd know how

- to swim and not drown immed:ately.”

Ahmad Harb, a Palestinian writer and
teacher at the Bir-zeit University, gives
his account of the same period, when he
was 16: “When the war erupted, [ was a
shepherd.... All [ knew about the war was
through the Arab radio.... The first day
passed, the second day of the war passed,
and where [ was nothing happened. [
stopped believing everything after that.”

The men are in general agreement
throughout the conversation. But like their
similarities, their differences are apparent.

“[sraelis, deep in their hearts, want to
be loved by Palestinians.” Grossman says.
“But I'm more realistic than that.... [ talk
about common interest, about Ahmad and
his wife Sarah living their ownlives with-
out my intervention.... [ don't want to
impose my existence on them, because it's
bad for them, and it's bad for me.”

Harb isn't in a position to display such
beneficence, however: “Palestinians
believe the ‘peace process'is a tactic to jus-
tify control over us,” he says.

“When you called me to meet with you,”
he says to Cassouto, “I spent the whole
next week planning how to get into

Jerusalem. It takes only 10 ‘minutes to get

here from where [ live, but it is very diffi-
cult to get from there to here.”

Still, they speak of [sraelis and Pales-
tinians maturing enough to understand
each other and achieve real peace, which
they distinguish from a treaty between
political leaders. The Palestinians and
Israelis, explains Grossman, “are two mis-
erable guys ¢aughtin atwin trap. \We
reflect each other, our fears and our suspi-
cions. That is our tragedy.”

lt

- PAPER AND WOOD

An exhibit of 25 works on pa-
per by Romare Bearden and con-
temporary wood sculpture by La-
Von Van Williams Jr. will open
Friday at Keny Galleries, 300 E.
Beck St., in German Village. .

Bearden, who died in 198S,
was a collage artist, writer, com-
poser and musician. While he is
best known for his collage works,
he also worked in printmaking
and watercolor.

His work will be the subject of
a retrospective exhibition in 2002
at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington.

Van Williams is a fifth genera-
tion woodcarver who lives in Ken-
tucky. He will attend the opening
of the shows, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Friday. Both shows continue
through Feb. 9. Call 614-464-1228.

MioDLE EAST HOPES =~ ~ =+

“Aspirations: Toward a Future
in the Middle East,” a selection of
170 photographs by 11 Israeli and
Palestinian artists. will open next
Thursday at the @hio Arts Coun-
cil's Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St.

The artists were selected for
their ability to convey a sense of
self, place and community
through their works. The show

-was organized by Nella Cassouto,

an independent curator from Je-
rusalem, and Robert Stearns, sen-
ior program director of Arts Mid-
west.

Cassouto will discuss the art-
ists and their works at 2 p.m. Jan.
28. Stearns and mediation special-
ist Patricia Williams will talk
about the making of the exhibit
and global communities at 2 p.m.
March 4. The exhibit will continue
through April 8.

An opening reception will be
held from 5 to 7 p.m. next Thurs-
day.

Houm 10 am. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day-Tuesday, 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday, noon to 8 p.m.
Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day. Call 614-644-9624.

o st AF A w e
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State capital hosts show

;?' The Riffe Gallery in Columbus,
7Ohio, will present, “Aspirations:
Toward a Future in the Middle
East,” through Sunday, April 8. The
exhibition contains more than 170
images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian
photographers, addressing hopes of
peace for both peoples.

The show is produced by the Ohio
Arts Council International Program
and will travel throughout the U.S.
and the world. The gallery is located
in the Vern Riffe Center for
Government and the Arts, across
from the Ohio Statehouse on High
Street. Call 614-644-9624.

\

The Riffe Gallery will
present Aspirations: Toward
a Future in the Middle Eust,
Jan. 25-April 8, an exhibition
of more than 170 images by
Il Israeli and Palestinian
photographers. Aspirations
seeks to address a goal that
seems impossible and inevi-
table at the same time ~ peace
in the Middle East between
the Israeli and Palestinian
people.

Artists in the exhibition
have been chosen for their
ability to convey a sense of
self, place and community.
The exhibition is curated by
Robert Stearns, senior pro-
gram director, Arts Midwest,
and Nella Cassouto, inde-
pendent curator, Jerusalem.

There will be an opening
reception on Thursday, Jan.
25,from5 to 7 p.m. The event
is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Aspirations is produced
by the Ohio Arts Council's
International Program, in
partnership with Arts Mid-
west and with the support of
the Illinois Arts Council and
the Israel Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Culwral and Scien-
tific Relations Department
and Ofiice of Cultural Aftairs
in the United States, Consu-
late General of Israel, New
York.

“The issues at the heart of
this exhibition concern ev-
eryone, no matter where we
live,” said Wavne Lawson,
executive director of the
Ohio Arts Council. “For that

OHIO ARTS COUNGIL'S’ RIFFE GALLE ':

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ISRAELI AND PALESTINIAN ARTISTS

JANUARY 25 - APRIL 8, 2001
P'ENING RECEPTION - Thursday, January 25, 5-7 pm

‘Curators Nella Cassouto and Robert Stearns

In Partnership with Arts Midwest
With Support from fllinois Arts Council and Israel Ministry of
Foreign Atfairs, Cutlural and Scientific Relations Department

Supported by Ohio Buitding Authority

.~ “Media Spoasors

Alive Rtz M1 )
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RIFFE GALLERY

7. Vern Riffe Center
Across from the
Statehouse on-High
Downtown Columbus
Call 614/644-9624

Gallery Hours
M, Tu 10-4

W, Th,F 10-8
Sat 12-8

Sun 12-4 ¢
Free Admission

| W Jm?.s“/* Cinvoraue o ‘
_ Photography exhibition focuses on hopes for peace in Middle East

reason, we were inspired to

assemble an exhibition ot

diverse viewpoints from the
Middle East and to share it
with audiences in North and
South America. We hope it
will encourage dialogue
among many different cul-
tures about a situation that
will continue to evolve over
time and affect our lives for
years to come.”

“Israeli and Palestinian
culwres are like geologic
plates painfully grinding
against each other. But poli-
tics, compounded by reli-
gious division, camouflages
common bonds of social and
economic interdependence
that can drive the peace pro-
cess,” the curators say.

Images in this exhibition
convey the realities and as-
pirations of the photogra-
phers. The arlisli certainly
desire peace, but In the face
of the perpetual disappoint-
ments of the past, they view
their world with a combina-
tion of optimism, skepticism
and irony.

Aspirations focuses on
the medium of photography
because it is available to art-
ists of many dirferent back-
grounds. [t also is adaptable
to different artistic attitudes,
trom the abstract and concep-
twal to the politically maoti-
vated and photo-journalis-
tic. And for viewers, it pro-
vides a common ground from
which to grasp these artisis’
widely differing messages.

Onlyartists from Israel and
the Palestinian territories
were chosen because their
confrontations are  weil
known and closely watched
around the world. Artists who
created images that are both
personally relevant and uni-
versally recognizable were
chosen for the exhibition. s
a result, these photographs
reflect many aspects of ev-
eryday reality in the region
at the beginning of the 21st
century.

Artists represented in the
exhibition include Issa Ireif.
Amit  Geron, Yehoshuu
Glotman, Noel Jabbour, Adi
Nes, Naomi Tereza Salmoa,
Tamir Sher, Osama Silwadi.
Sharon Ya'ari, Lee Yanor and
Khaled Zighari.

Two special events will
take place in the gallery dur-
ing the exhibition. On Sun-
day, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m,, Aspi-
rations co-curator, Nella
Cassouto, will share her per-
sonal insights about the art-
ists and their work. On Sun-
day, March 4, at 2 p.m., Aspi-
rations co-curator Robert
Stearns and mediation spe-
cialist Patricia Williams will
discuss the making of this
exhibition and the power of
communities around the
vlobe.

A full-color catalog of tix
exhibition will be available
for S10.

Aspirations: Toward a
Future in the Middle East
will travel in Latin America
to Buenos Aires, Argentina,
Santiago, Chile; Havana,
Cuba, and Monterrey,
Mexico, and will continue
its United States tour begin-
ning in Chicago in mid-
2002.

ij, Worker.

The exhihition is sup-
ported hy the Ohio Building
Authority. Media sponsors
include Columbus Alive,
Small Business News, Time
Warner Communications
and WWCED/ICDIOL,

[n 1996 Israel and the
State of Ohio signed 2 cul-
wral exchange agreement to
tacilitate exchange opportu-
nities in the arts, education
and humanities. The agree-
ment opened the door for art-
ist and cxhibition exchanges
between Ohio and Israel.
Commor Ground: Contem-
porary Landscapes from Is-
rael and Ohio was the first
exhibition to take place _un-
der the agreement.

The Ritre Gallery, oper-
ated by the Ohio Arts Coun-
cil, showcases the work of

Fs
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Ohio’s artists and curators,
and the collections of the
state’s museums and galler-
ies. The gallery is in the Ve
Riffe Center for Government
and the Arts, State and High
Streets. Hours are Monday
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, l0a.m. to 8 p.m,;
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m.. and
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. Ad-
mission is free.

For information, or to
schedule a tour, call the Rifte
Gallery at 644-9624.

Working with national
corporations, philanthropic
and arts organizations, the
Ohio Arts Council’s Intema-
tional Program is recognized
as a leader in cultural arts
exchanges among U.S. state
arts agencies.



Phg)to exhibit deplcts contlict, everyday |

By RO EMARY GOODBURN s DR = T R S S 7 g T TR T SR YT L s e

Suburban News Reporter -
the darkly

Insight into
complicated relations
between Israelis - and

Palestinians can be found in-
a photography exhibit that
opens Thursday at the Riffe
Gallery.

“Aspirations: Toward a
Future in the Middle East”
features |70 pictures taken by
11 Israeli and Palestinian
photographers, said Robert
Stearns, program director.
The exhibit was organized
and produced by the Oth
Arts Council. . :

-After closing here April 8, -

the photo exhibit will travel
to Argentina, Chili, Cuba and
Mexico. It returns to the
United States in the summer
of 2002, when it will be dis-
played in Chicago.

The exhibit-offers one cen-
tral message, said Steamns:
“We can live together here. It
is possible for people of a dif-
ferent background to live in
the same part of the world.”

At the same “time, the
exhibit does not skirt tensions
that plague the area. Subjects

range from confrontation to -

.national pride, friendship and
the area’s natural beauty.
The Ohio Arts Council had
been considering an Arab-
Israeli-themed’ exhibit™ for a
long time, . Stearns said.
Members . decided photo-
graphswould tell the tale best
because "they show real

A conversation between a Jewish man and an Arab woman is the subject of this untitled photo

from the Ohio Arts Council’s “Aspirations” exhibit.

images.

*We want to tell a story,
not-just show studio an
Stearns said.

The title, “Asplratxons
was chosen for its suggestion
of optimism. ...

N | Co-curatorljlella Cassouto;
an Israeli, will discuss .the :

photographs, the artists and
her country at the gallery at2
p.m. Sunday.

In another related event,
Stearns will team with con-

flict-resolution expert "Pat -

Williams at the gallery at 2

N “Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle
East"_will run from Thur_sday through April 8 in

p-m. March 4 to discuss not
only the problems but the
day-to-day life in the country.

Most of the region’s peo-
ple, Steamns said, .co-exist
peacefully and lead relatively
safe and normal lives. This is
true even despite long-stand-
ing conflicts over'land and

hxstory, she said." i
“For the most part every-

-day people -get along with

-each other reasonably well,”
Stearns said. “But I don’t
want to minimize the situa-
tion.” It’s, very. dlsturbmg
these days )

The pubhc is invited to an,

| P
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An Israeli soldier and Palestinian chlldren are pictured in this .
untitled lmage from "Asplratlons. Toward a Future In the

Middle East." The exhibit will remain on display through Apnl

8 at the Ritfe’ Gallery

opening reception at the

gallery at 77 S. High St. from

Sto 7 p.m. Tbursday
Regular viewing hours are
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday and

!

Tuesday, 10 am. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday through Fnday,
noon to 8 p.m. Saturday and
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday.
Admission is free.

= —



“Aspirations’ cap

By Christopher A. Yates
For The Disparch

ews reports from the Israeli-
1 arestinian conflict bombard our
lives every day. It is difficult to
remember a year or month without a
tragedy, horror or spectacle from
the Middle East. Quenching the
public’s thirst for sensation and
drama, the media safurate the
ainwaves with photographic images
that document and reveal the
conflict.

In “Aspirations: Toward a Future
in the Middle East,” we see yet
another stream of images from the
Holy Land. However, rather than the
familiar barrage of gunfire and rock
throwing, we witness images
created by both Palestinian and
Israeli artists living day-to-day amid
the conflict.

There is no single message found
within the photographs. Each artist
presents images that are more about
individual image-making and less
about social purpose. This fact is
both a strength and a weakmness.
Essendally, the exhibit offers a less
“inyour face” view of life in Israel at
the start of the 21st century.

The work of the 11 photographers
encompasses a broad range of styles and
techniques. There are large-scale color
images, gelatin silver prints, digital prints
and photosensitive emulsions.

Some of the best images come from
photographers working for newspapers and
international news agencies. Suchimages
are docummentary in eature and reveal
unstaged moments of life in Israel.

In On the Way to the Wedding, Khaled

\ari (Al-Quds, Jerusalem Post, Reuters,
.ssociated Press) reveals how security
precautions affect the lives of Palestinians. A

]

well-dressed man escorts his date through
an Israeli checkpoint. Tainted by a gantlet of
soldiers and metal tire spikes in the road, the
simple joy of attending a wedding becomes
an ordeal.

Joumalistic documentation is key to the
work of Osama Silwadi (Al-Ayyam, Agence
France Press. Reuters). Filled with humor,
Silwadi's images capture “slice of life"
moments. In Awaiting the Arrival of
Jacques Chirac, a group of clergy stands on
awind-swept airfield. Dressed in their
vestments, they struggle not to lose their
hats.

SR TS

tures daily life in a land of sorrow

ABOYE: On the Way to the
Wedding by Khaled
Zighari

LerT:From “Openings”’
series by Tamir Sher

Several images are apolitical. The Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is not immediately
apparent in such work. In his series
“Lawns,” Sharon Ya'ari focuses on the
connection between people and the
environment. His large-scale color images
feature vistas with grassy felds.

By photographing stark desert
landscapes, Amit Geron evokes a sense of
history. In Untitled Marsaba, Geron
photographs the Marsaha monastery. Built
in 439, destroyed in 619, and rebuilt by the
Russian Church in 1835. the monastery isa
popular tourist site.

Awaitingthe Arrival of Jacques Chirac by Osama Silwadi

!
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a “Aspirations: Toward a Future in the
Middie East'’'is on view through Aprll 8
in the Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery,
77 S. High St. Hours: 10 a.m.<4 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday, noon-8 p.m.
Saturday and noon<4 p.m. Sunday. Cali
614-728-2239 or 614-644-9624.

Probing into the psyche, several artists
explore how place reveals one’s inner life. [n
her series “Palestinian Interiors,” Noel
Jabbour documents the objects found in
Palestinian homes. Photographed against a
backdrop of crumbling walls, the objects she
chooses represent the aspirations, dreams
and tragedies of the Palestinian people.

Tamir Sher photographs enigmatic
parking-garage entrances. In his series
“Openings,” he creates dark, ominous spaces
echoing a life spent under constant watch.
Security doors meant to protect become
threatening and exclusionary. One wonders
which side of the door is safest

Much thought arises from the work
presented in “Aspirations.” However, the
thoughts are produced not solely from the
images.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a
chronic problem. Through the instant access
of modemn media, we watch as two peoples
tear themselves apart. Glimmers of hope are
rare and short-lived.

The images presented in “Aspirations”
offer no solutions and little new insight. It is
difficult to compete with a story that
continues to saturate magazines,
newspapers and television.

} W RSN, /P,



Postcards from the Middle East
'sraeli and Palestinian photographers
find common ground at the Riffe Center

by Melissa Starker
Colomboos Alive, |

ou can touch it—I don't care,” photographer Amit

Geron said to a visitor at a preview of Asprrations, the

new Riffe Gallery exhibit. Geron has three works
taking.up a central wall, all large-format silver-gelatin prints of
idyllic landscapes, unframed and held up with tacks. There’s no
barrier between art and viewer, no glass to muddy the picture’s
surface with reflection—just clear-images of clear days. One
photo shows a group of casually dressed friends enjoying a
picnic on the edge of a hearty forest. They could be anywhere.

The idyllic moment was captured in a
place internationally known as a hotbed of
political discord and violence. But that's not
the point here. In the common, accessible
medium of photography, Palestinian and
Israeli artists were asked to show their home-
land as they see it each day, with all the inci-
dental interactions between the two peoples.
Each photographer included feels strongly

10 = COLUMBUS ALIVE = MARCH 15, 2001-= www.alivewired.com

about the need for real peace, in the strects as
well as in a sustainable treaty. Their individ-
ual results are powerful, artistically endcaring
and utterly universal.

The politics of the Middle East seem to
have come into play only in the gradual evo-
lution of the show. According 0 Robert
Stearns from Arts Midwest. Ohio Arts
Council head Wayne Lawson originally con-

tacted him two years ago about a show
encompassing the entire Middle East. Stearns
agreed to co-curate the show with Israeli
curator Nella Cassouto, a former visiting pro-
fessor at Ohio State University who worked
with OAC previously on the similarly themed
Common Grounds exhibit.

Stearns” and Cassouto traveled together
through the Israel region for three weeks,
meeting with artists and examining submis-
sions. Stearns called it “a wonderful journey,”
though the logistics of traveling circuitous
routes through border checkpoints turned
short-distance trips into four-hour odysseys.

Photography was chosen as the focus
because, as Stearns said, “You can present
work from artists of very -different back-
grounds. It's more of a level playing field.”
Also, there’s no market for art-for-art’s-sake
in the Palestinian economy; this opened the
selection process to Palestinians making their
living as photojournalists.

‘After this decision, the curators sought
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corckinved.

work from countries including Syria and
Lebanon. The lack of peace agreements
between Isracl and these countries, however,
meant that Cassouro could not travel to them.
Jordan was also considered, until one of the
photographers dropped out. He feared for his
job in an organization promoting Arab cul-
ture should he participate, due to the heated
relationship between jordan and Palestine.

“We decided we're going to have to focus

this is going to have to be an
1sraeli/ Palestinian show,” Stearns explained.
"By focusing on these, we're focusing on the
core ot the contlict.”

As Geron's.work shows, no matter what
the political landscape, the earthen reality of
the area has a beauty that can’t be perma-
nently sullied by the millennia-old turf war. “I
wanted to test how we could merge with the

land without getting involved with the con-’

tlict,” he explained. He accomplishes this by
capturing gorgeous vistas in the visual con-
text of vacation photos or picture postcards.

Universally recognizable images permeate
the show, placing heavy emphasis on the
commonalities of all nations and all people,
The first set of photos a viewer sees on the far
left gallery wall is Sharoa Ya'ari's Lawns series.
The green fields offer a bridge of the cultur-
al gap through lawn care, an obsession of
Americans and-a way in which neighbors
have gotten to know each other since the
post-World War Il birth of the suburbs.

Tamir Sher chronicles the entrances to
parking lots in the Openings series. Concrete
and dotted lines look familiar, yet these pic-
tures conjure a dread at what’s within the
shadows behind the entrance. Sher uses per-
spective for a taste of claustrophobia.

Adi Ness adopts one of the most recog-
nizable images in art—Leonardo DaVirici's
The Last Supper—tor a photo of the same
name posed with men in Israeli army uni-
forms. In its huge presentation, a window's
-etlection casting a golden halo on the central

1re and the many bullet holes that dot the

dlls behind them are clearly defined.

Breathtaking images with neither a sense
of -place ot time come from Lee Yanor, an
Israeli who lived in Paris and" has concentrat-
ed on dance photography. In The Dance,
members of Pina Bausch Dance Theatre are
fluid, ethereal and passionate in a string of
images printed on curling canvas and nailed
to a common base. Above, monochromatic
roses, not taking the chance of inciting
through color, fly on parchment-like fabric as
flags for a non-existent, but probably peace-
ful nation.

Even when the artists give a specific sense
of their homeland and its people, there are
unexpected ties that bind: Noel Jabbour's
shots of Palestinian [nteriors, while often
including signs in a language most of us can’t
decipher, also present a glossy head.shot of

_Jason Priestly from Beverly Hills, 90210

among family photos and, in one home, what
looks like a desiccated goat. In the ‘most
light-hearted part of the show, Naomi Tereza
Salmon compiles souvenirs from the area for
Black Box: Souvenirs from Israel. Through her,
we learn that one can find snow globes in
Bethlehem and Bazooka bubble gum and a
Stanley measuring tape that reads “Peace
Now" on its side in Jerusalem.

For Americans watching the Middle East
crisis from halfway across the world, this
exhibit allows a chance to look at the
humanity within both sides, as well as to
examine our own understanding of the
region and its troubles. Stearns found that in
conversation with educated friends about
this project, many had no clear understand-
ing of the contlict’s history. Also, contrary

" to expectations, in Stearn’s three-week visit

to gather photography, more people were
murdered in the city of Columbus than in
the West Bank. Perhaps in the causes and
possible solutions of one conflict is the key
to ending them all.

Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle
East will be on display in the Rifte Center
Gallery, 77 S. High St,
April 8. Dial 466-2613 for info. ica

£ at home in their communities.

\_-zplay:when each student prowded a. photo captl

through Sunday,

opposite page: The Last Supper by Adi Nes;

this page: Untitled (Marsaba) by Amit Geron.

Both photos are part of the Ohio Arts Council’s

Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East
exhibit currently on view az the Riffe Gallery

Peace Pro;ect

Throuqh the Riffe Gallery's education director, Julle Otten and local mediation expert
Patricia Williams, kids from several Columbus area schools and the Americorps-sponsored
Children of the Future program will have their own wisions of community hung alongside the
images of Aspirations. The Aspirations.Photo Pro;ecl wnll be mtroduced at a receptlo
~ Tuesday, March 20. 3 2730y o

« Otten found it challenging at
first to come up with a project
that would resonate with.the

+ Middle East-themed exhibit and
- with the local children. partici-
pating.She found inspiration in
the common theme of individuals

B T e T

Williams, agency school coor-
dinator* for - the non-profit
Commumtles in . Schools
Columbus, realized- the Riffe

.. Gallery show fit perfectly into a
conflict resolution program in”
place at several of the schools
she works with, including Parkmoor Academy, Beck Urban Academy and South High'School.
Together, they enlisted the help of school administrators, then children were asked to take
pictures of their neighborhoods. Parkmoor and Beck used artists-in-residence to help with
the mechanics of the medium. - - -+~ B ey
.- Evelyn Ikehorn, pnnupal of Parkmoor Academy, said
has used an artist-in-residence, but added that the ‘arts have always been’ lnteqral to the
school's curriculum. As a model school for the district affiliated with. the '0SU: School . of
- Education, Parkmoor has for five years explored different- ways of, Improvmq fow students

learn and how teachers share information for a fully integrated qurnculum In the ASplratmns < g

Project, math and science were studied in the ph :

"photo by Cbristine Miller: of P{i&r{lﬁér~Ufb¢n Academy ;-

the prolect w1se|y brmqs together the Iearmnq of facts witl l}asm tools for peace
=i Otten found the impact of the project obvious to spot in'the children's work. % i
- tell which kids were thinking about what they shot, and thought afot about, communfty she
said. Children of the Future participants, at-risk kids, wh meet in commumty‘centers‘alter
school, often used the centers as their subject, WhICh Otten found personallv qraﬁfyim}' "It
said a lot about the role art can have in these kids' iives."; 4 10
-The Aspirations Photo Project will hang through March 27.%
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