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Student photos 
on display at 
]3.iff e Gallery 
�. ,i stud�t photo show pegged to an 
(I"' !t.emational exhibition will be on dis­

, . play through next Tuesday at the Riffe 
. j'GaJlery, 77 s. High St ··· 

A reception will t.ake place from 5
to 7 tonight at the gallecy. 

The Aspirations Photo Project was
organized in coajm1ction with "Aspira­
tions: Toward a Future in the Middle 
East," an exhibit of more than 170 im­
ages.from Israeli and Palestinian pho­
tographers. 

The project was -conducted with ·
three Columbus schools - Parkmoor 
Elementary Schooi Beck Urban Acad­
emy and South High School - along 
with the Ohio Arts Council's Children 
of the Future program and members of 
Strategies Against Violence Evecy-

' where at Linden-McKinley High 
School 

Participants worked with photog­
raphers and art teachers to create the 
photographsamd text 

Gallecy ho'il5 are 10 anL to 4 p.nL 
Mondays and Tuesdays, 10 am. to 
8 p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays, 
noon to 8 p.nL Saturdays and noon to 
4 p.nL Sm1days. For more infonnatio_y 
call614-644-9624. 
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work from countries including Syria and 
Lebanon. The lack. of peace agreem�nts 
between Israel and these countries, however, 
meant that Cassoum could nor travel to them. 
Jordan was also considered, until one of the 
photographers dropped our. He feared for his 
job in an organization promoting Arab. cul­
ture should he participate, due to the heated 
relationship between Jordan and Palestine. 

"We decided we're going m have m focus 
this, this is going to have to be an 
Israeli/Palestinian show," Stearns explained. 
"By focusing on these. we're focusing on the 
core of the conflict .. 

As Ceron ·s work shows, no matter what 
the political landscape, the earthen reality of 
the area has a beauty that can'.r be perma­
nently sullied by the millennia-old turf war. ·1 
wanted to rest how we .could merge with the 
land without getting involved with the con­
flict," he explained. He accomplishes this by 
capturing gorgeous vistas in the visual con­
text of vacation photos or picture postcards. 

.Universally recognizable images pem11eate 
the show, placing heavy emphasis on rhe 
commonalities of all nations and all people. 
The first set of phoms a viewer sees on the far 
left gallery wall is Sharon Ya'ari's Lawns senes. 
The green fields offer a bridge of the cultur­
al gap through lawn care, an obsession of 
Americans and a way in which neighbors 
have gotten to know each other since the 
post-World War II birth of the suburbs. 

Tamir Sher chronicles the entrances to 
parking lots in the Opmings series. Concrete 
and dotted lines look familiar, yet these pic­
tures conjure a dread at what's within the 
shadows behind the entrance. Sher uses per­
speetive for a taste of claustrophobia. 

A°di Ness adopts one of the most recog­
nizable images in art-:-Leonardo· Da Vinci's 
The Last Supp<r-for a photo of the same 
name posed with men in Israeli army uni­
forms. In its huge presentation. a window's 
reflection casting a golden halo on the central 
figure and the many bullet holes that dot the 
walls behind them are clearly defined. 

Breathtaking images with nfither a sense 
. of place or ·time come from Lee Ya nor, an 
Israeli who lived in Paris and has concentrat­
ed on dance photography. In The· Dani:,, 
members of Pina Bausch Dance Theatre are 
fluid, ethereal and passionate in a string of . 
images printed on curling canvas and nailed 
ro a common base. Above, monochromatic 
roses. not takin� the chance of inciting 
through color, fly on parchment-like fabric as 
flags for a non-existent, but probably peace­
ful nation. 

Even when the artists give a specific sense 
of their homeland and its people, there are 
unexpected ties that bind. Noel Jabbour's 
shots of Pa/rninian lntrriors, while often 
including signs in a language most of us can't 
decipher, also present a glossy �ead shot of 
Jason Priestly from Bn,,rly Hi/Js, 902 IO 
among fami� photos and, in one home, what 
looks like a desiccated goat. In the most 
light-hearted part of the show, Naomi Tereza 
Salmon compiles souvenirs from the area for 
Black Box, Souvenrrs from lsrar/. Through her. 
we learn that one can find snow globes in 
Bethlehem and Bazooka bubble gum and a 
Stanley measuring rape that reads "Peace 
Now" on its side in Jerusalem. 

For Americans watching the Middle East 
crisis from halfway across the world, this 
exhibit allows a chance to look at the 
humanity within both sides, as well as to 
examine our own understanding of the" 
region and its troubles. Stearns found that in 
conversation with educated · friends about 
this project, many had no clear understand­
ing of the conflict's history. Also, contrary · 
ro expectations, in Stearn's three-week visir 
to gather photography, more people were 
murdered in the city of Columbus than in 
the West Bank. Perhaps in the causes and 
possible solutions of one conflict is the key 
to ending them all. 

Aspirations: -TO>fard a Fun,,r in the Middlr 
East will be on display in the Riffe Center 
Gallery. 77 S. High Sr., through Sunday, 
April 8. Dial 466-26 I 3 for info. . :si::

opposite p4ge: The Last Supper by Adi Nes; 
this page: Untitled (Marsaba) lry Amii Geron. 
Both photos are part of the Ohio Arts Councils 
'Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East 
exhibit curmitly on view _at the R iffi Gallery 

Peace Project 
Through the Riffe .Gallery's•education director, Julie Otten, and local mediation expert 

Patricia Williams, kids from several Columbus area schools and the Americorps-sponsored 
Children of the FutUTI! program will have their own.visions of community hung alongside the 
images of Aspirations. The �pirations Photo Project will be int.roduced at a reception on 
Tuesday, March 20. 

.otten found .it challenging at 
first .to come up with a project 
that would resonate with the 
Middle East·themed exhibit and 
with the .local· children- partici· 
paling. She found illSl)iration _in 
the common theme of individuals 

· at home in their communities, 
Williams, agency school coor· 

dinator for the non-profit
Communities in Schools 
·columbus, realized the Riffe 
Gallery show fit perfectly into a 
conflict resolution· l)rogram in photo by Christute Milla- ef Pll,ln,,..,,. ·urbtrn .-'.Cddatty 
place ·at several of the schools 
she worts with, including Partmoor Academy, Beck tlrban Academy and South High SChooL 
Together, they enlisted the help of school administ�rs. then children were asked to take 
pict_ures of their neighborhoods. Parkmoor and Beck used artists-ill"!'eSidence to help .with 
the mechanics of the medium. 

Evelyn lkehorn. principal of Partmoor Academy, saidlhat this is the first time the school 
has used an artist-in-residence, but added that the arts have always been int� to 11le 
school's curriculum. · As a model school for the district affiliated with the OSU School of 
Education, Partmoor has for live years explored different ways of impro¥ino how students 
learn and how teachers share information for a·futly inteQrated curriculum. In the Aspirations 
Project. math and science were studied in the photoljraphy·process.and writincrcame Into 
play when. each student provided a photo caption.· incorporating the project Into state 
lienchmarks. - • 

More importantly, the project holds the possibility of breaking down barriers, .9fltiD9 kids · 
from diverse neighborlloods around-the city to think with pride of their own conimunities. In . 
a country in which it's scarily common for schoolchildren to answer conflict with firepower, 
the project wisely brings together the leami119 of fects with basic toots·tor.peaceful llwlnrJ. 

Otten found the impat
f 

of the project obvious-to spot in the cllildren's WOB: "You could 
tell which kids were thin)ci119 about what they shot. and tllouqht a lot about C011111111111ty," she 
said. Children of the Future participants. at·risk kids who meet In COllllllllllity centers after 
sdlool, often used the centers as their subject, which Otten found personally � "It 
said a lot about the role,art can haYe in these kids' lives.M ,, .. , .. •. - . . ,;:·,. :. · 

J1le Aspirc,tions �o Project will banq th111119h--Match�. . .• . : 
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Postcards· from the Middle East 
Israeli and Palestinian photographers 
find common ground at the· R.iffe Center 

by Melissa Starker 
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ou can touch it-I don't care," photographer Amit 
Geron said to a visitor at a preview of Aspirations, the 
new Riffe Gallery exhibit. Geron has three works 

taking up a central wall, all large-format silver-gelatin prints of 
idyllic landscapes, unframed and held up with tacks. There's no 
barrier between art and viewer, no glass to muddy the picture's 
surface with reflection-just clear images of clear days. One 
photo shows a group of casually dressed friends enjoying a 
picnic on the edge of a hearty forest. They could be anywhere. 

The idyllic moment was captured in a 
place internationally known as a hotbed of 
political discord and violence. But that ·s not 
the point here. In the common, accessible 
medium of photogr:iphy. Palestinian and 
Israeli artists were asked to show their home­
land as they see it each day, with all the inci­
dental interactions between the two peoples. 
E:lch photographer included feels strongly 

about the need for real peace, in the streets as 
well as in a sustainable treaty. Their individ­
ual results are powerful, artistically endearing 
and utterly universal. 

The politics of the Middle E:lst seem to 
have come into play only in the gr:idual evo­
lution of the show. According to Robert 
Stearns from Arts Midwest, Ohio Arts 
Council head Wayne Lawson originally �on-
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tacted him two years ago about a show 
encompassing the entire Middle E:lst. Steams 
·agreed to co-curate the show with Israeli 
curato� Nella Cassouto. a former visiting pro­
fessor at Ohio State University who worked 
with OAC previously on the similarly themed 
Common Grounds exhibit. 

Steams and Cassouto traveled together 
through the Israel region for three . weeks, 
meeting with artists and examining submis­
sions. Steams called it •a wonderful journey." 
though the logistics of traveling circuitous 
routes through border checkpoints turned 
short-distance trips into four-hour odysseys. 

Photogr:iphy was chosen as the focus 
because, as Steams said. "You can present 
work from artists of very different back­
grounds. It's more of a level playing field." 
Also, there's no market for art-for-art's-sake 
in the Palestinian economy; this opened the 
selection process to Palestinians making their 
living as photojournalists. 

After this decision. the curators sought 
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Robert Steams, co-curator of "As­
pirations: Toward a Future in the 
Middle East," and mediation special­
ist Patricia Williams will speak about 
the photography exhibition at 2 p.m. 
Sunday in the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. 
HighSt 

by American authors, is sponsored 
by the Ohio Council of Jhe Inter­
national Reading Association, Ohio 
Council of Teachers of English Lan­
guage Arts, Ohio Educational Library 
Media Association, Ohio Library 
Council and the State Library of 
Ohio. For more information, call 
Ruth Metcalf, 800-686-1531 or 614-
644-6.910. 

The show by 11 Israeli and Pales­
tinian photographers continues 
through April 8. The exhibinon was 
produced by the'()hio Arts Council's WINNERS OF HAIKU CONIEST 
International Program and curated Winners of the Dublin Art Coun-
by Sterns, senior program director of cil's haiku competition are: 
Arts Midwest, and Nella Cassouto, ■ Kindergarten-fifth grade: First
an independent curator in Jerusa- place, Chelsea Andrews, Emily Dur­
lem ell, Sarah Dutton and Kelly Luke, 

Kms' FAVORIIE BOOKS lin. 
\ 

Bexley; runner-up, David Cody, Dub-

For 20 years, the Buckeye Chil- ■ Sixth grade-12th grade: First 
dren's Book Award has called atten-
tion to the favorite books of Ohio 
schoolchildren and children who vis-
it Ohio libraries. Children in more 
than 600 schools and libraries voted 
online (books are nominated one 
year and the list voted on the next) 
for the 2001 winners: 

■ Kindergarten-second grade:
Jules Feiffer's Bark Gearge (Harper­
Collins, 1999). 

■ Third grade-fifth grade: Dav Pil­
key's The Adventures of Captain
Uruierpants (Scholastic, 1997). 

■ Sixth grade-eighth grade: Louis
Sachar's Holes (Farrar, Straus & Gir­
oux, 1999). 

The award, reserved for books 
published during the past three years 

->\ 

., 
. ' 

place, Erin Gasper, Dublin; runner:­
up, William Gray, Upper Arlingtort . · ' 

■ Age 18 and older: First plru;e-,:
Stanford Forrester, Wethersfield,· 
Conn.; runner-up, Timothy Russell, 
Toronto, Ohio. . · · ,. • 

■ Senior citizen: First place,
Yvonne Hardenbrook, Columbus;, 
runner-up, Catherine Gallager, Co-, 
lmnbus. , ,_, 

Haiku is a Japanese poetry fonn, 
traditionally written in 17 syllables. 
with nature usually its subject. Thei 
judge was Lany Smith, professor rofl 
English and humanities at Firelands 
College in Hurort A record 333 
poems were entered. 
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Israeli/Palestinian photography 
exhibit world premiere in Columbus 
By Tami Kamin-Meyer 
Special To The Observer 

COLUMBUS - The Yem Riffe 
, Center in downtown Columbus 
' is home to more than just 
1 legislative offices. It also houses 
; the Riffe Gallery, a museum that 
l showcases the works of Ohio
I artists and exhibits with intema­
i tional connections.

Such is the case with the 
· gallery's current exhibition
making its international debut,
Aspiratio11s: Toward a Future i11 the
Middle East.

Robert Stearns, senior program
director for Arts Midwest, co­
curated the exhibit along with
Nella Cassouto of Jerusalem. The
exhibit features the work of 11
photographers from Israel and
Palestinian territories expressing
their visions for a peaceful future
for Israel.

According to Steams, Aspira­
tions was the brainchild of Wayne
Lawson, the executive directo� of
the Ohio Arts Council. The show
attempts to present a broader
view of the Middle East bevond
just Israel, he said.

"I hope people come away
with the feeling that it is not only
I. the media that talks about what
happens in Israel," Cassouto said.

. Steams hopes the exhibit
: encourages people to "discuss
: and learn more" about how our
j differences and similarities as
I human beings can overtake
j negative attitudes.
1 On Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m.,
Stearns and mediation specialist 
Patricia Williams will discuss the 
making of this exhibition and the 
power of communities around 

A 
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Photo from the exhibit 'Aspirations: Toward A Future In The Middle East' 

the globe. The discussion is free 
and open to the public. It will be 
held at the Riffe Gallery, across 
from the Ohio Statehouse on 
High Street. 

Viewing hours for the 
exhibition are Mondays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m to 4 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, noon to 8 p.m.; and 
Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. The 
gallery is free and open to the 
public. 

Following its world premiere 
in Columbus, Aspiratio11s will 
travel to Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico and Cuba. It is sched­
uled to end in Chicago in 2002, 
but Steams said it might 
continue depending on how 

well the photographs weather 
the exhibit. It will not travel to 
Israel because the photographers 
chosen for the exhibition are 
widely known there. 

In i 996, Israel and the state of 
Ohio signed a cultural exchange 
agreement to facilitate exchange 
opportunities in the arts, educa­
tion and the humanities. The 
pact opened the door for artist 
and exhibition exchanges 
between Ohio and Israel. 
Aspirations is the second exhibit -· 
to be co-curated bv Ohioans and 
Cassouto under that agreement. 

Aspirations runs through April 
8. For more information, contact
the Ohio Arts Council at 614-644-
9624, or visit the organization's
Web site at www.oac.state.oh.us.

BORDERS 
·••n ••Hi UtlO &■t & (Ill 

Underwriter of The Observer 
Arts & Leisure section. 

www.boroers.com 
Located at 2040 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. 
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Lawns of the Middle East 
The everyday photography of ·Aspirations· 

The morning paper is a good breakfast 
accompaniment. but it usually starts off 
with a storv about something boring and 
impersonai, like budgets or probes. 

So it was a nice surprise Monday to sit 
down to a plate of eggs and a photo of Colin 
PoweE holding hands with Yasser Arafat. 

Among the picture's thousand words 
was the revelation that grown men do hold 
hands. That the revelation involved 
Arafat was extra illuminating: until then. 
he just hadn't seemed like the hand-hold­
ing type. 

The Riffe Gallerv·s current exhibit 
sheds a similar light concerning the Mid­
dle East. Aspirations isn't about the 
region·s leaders, however: Ifs about regu­
lar people and things. So regular. they 
seem almost familiar. 

Featured in the show are more than 
170 photographs by 
11 Israeli and Pales­
tinian artists. The 
curators. Robert 
Stearns (who hap­
pens to be former 
director of the 
Wexner Center) and 
Nella Cassouto (from 
Jerusalem), chose 
works that ·are per­
sonallv relevant and 
universally recogniz­
able." accordinirto 
the introductorv 

press release. 

You call that� 
ART/V""/7 

JENNYMUWN 
I 

volume of photos can be appreciated. bu: 
not their details. Only by zooming in closP 
can vou discern their content. 

The exhibit's companion provides an 
excellent supplement to the artwork. It 
bel(ins with a Ieng-thy interview conducted 
in March 2900 bv Cassouto with two 
natives of the region. 

Although a bit dated now. the exchange 
is nonetheless peninent. 

David Grossman. an Israeli novelist 

They picked well.· 
\Vhile most of the 

works bear a distinct 
specificity, they also 
possess a kind of 
affability. The por­
traits of a foreign 

H feels almost immeasurable: Amit Geron's Untitled 

place tdl stories whether the onlooker is 
up on current events or not. 

It's surprising which photos resonate 
the most. 

!\lost startling are the works of Sharon 
Y,.-ari. Her Lawns series looks across 
fields toward the horizon. Each photo con­
tains the same unexpected abundance of 
!?re�n-in one. especially, the tall grasses 
appear to sun themselves. 

It's the first time J
°
ve ever given 

thou)!'r.t to lawns in the Middle East. 
The girl in Issa Freij ·s My Nei{!hbor sits 

on a beach. completely engrossed in some­
thing she's holding in her hands. 

NoelJabbour's 11 Palestinian Interiors 
are snippets of. well. Palestinian interiors. 
Whereas black-and-whites often lend 
their subjects a sense of timelessness,Jab­
bour·s use of color makes the scenes feel 
immediate, close at hand. 

In Amit Geron·s oversized Untitled, a 
small group of people on a hill in the fore­
ground is dwarfed by the city the hill over­
looks. The buildings, in tum, are rendered 
puny by the vast landscape that stretches 
to the horizon. It feels immeasurable. 

The styles vary widely, from candid 
portraits to formal compositions to col­
lages. Adi Nes worked in a studio with 
models to create The Last Supper, casting 
Leonardo da Vinci's signature painting 
v.;th Israeli military. Lee Y anor uses 
"innovative· techniques to get surreal 
results. such as the swirls and blurs in The 
Dance, printed on canvas. 

Naomi Tereza Salmon's Black Box: 
Souvenir from Israel involves 90 small 
images of tourist keepsakes-a lighter, a 
snow globe-in rows. From far away, tbe 

The Ohio Am Council ..;11 host AJpirotions: 
Toward o Future in the Middle East through April 
8 in the Rifle Gallery, 77 S. High St. 644-962-4. 

and political commentator. recalls being a 
child in 1967. before the Six-Day War: ·1 
listened even• dav to the Hebrew-Jan­
guage·radio station from Cairo .... I 
remember very vividly that they promised 
us they would come and throw us into the 
sea and rape our mothers and sisters .... I 
urgently begged my parents to let me take 
swimming lessons. That way I'd know how 

· to swim and not drown irnmediatelv. · 
Ahmad Harb. a Palestinian writer and 

teacher at the Bir-zeit University, gives 
his account of the same period. when he 
was 16: "When the war erupted, I was a 
shepherd .... All I knew about the war was 
through the Arab radio .... The first day 
passed, the second day of the war passed, 
and where I was-nothing happened. I 
stopped believing everything after that.· 

The men are in general agreement 
throughout the conversation. But like their 
similarities, their differences are apparent. 

"Israelis, deep in their hearts, want to 
be loved by Palestinians.· Grossman says. 
"But I'm more realistic than that .... I talk 
about common interest. about Ahmad and 
his wife Sarah living their own Jives with­
out my intervention .... I don't want to 
impose my existence on them, because it's 
bad for them, and it's bad for me." 

Harb isn't in a position to display such 
beneficence, however: "Palestinians 
believe the 'peace process' is a tactic to jus­
tify control over us," he says. 

"When you caJJed me to meet with you,· 
he says to Cassouto, ·1 spent the whole 
next week planning how to get into 
Jerusalem. It takes only JO minutes to get 
here from where I live, but it is very diffi­
cult to get from there to here." 

Still, they speak of Israelis and Pales­
tinians maturing enough to understand 
each other and achieve real peace, which 

. they distinguish from a treaty between 
political leaders. The Palestinians and 
Israelis, explains Grossman, • are two mis­
erable guys caught in a twin trap. We 
reflect each other, our fears and our suspi­
cions. That is our tragedy." 

, 
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'Aspirations' captures daily life in a land of sorro,v 
ByChristapMtA.Yates 
For'TMDispatch J,/ l/

News reportS from the lsraeli­
Palesnruan conllict bombard our 
hves every day. It is difficult to 
remember a vear or month without a 
tragedy. horror or spectaele from 
the Middle East. Quenching the 
public's thiJst for sensanon and 
drama. the media sarurare the 
airwaves with photographic images 
that document and reveal the 
conlbct. 

In • Aspiranons: Toward a Future 
in the Middle East. .. we see yet 
another stream of images from the 
Holy Land. However. ra!her than the 
familiar barrage of gunfire and rock 
throwul/!. we wit11es.5 images 
create<i by both Palestinian and 
lsraeh anists living day-to-<iay amid 
the conllict. 

There is no single message found 
within the photographs. Each artist 
presents unages that are more about 
individual image-making and less 
about social purpose. This fact is 
both a suength and a weakness. 
Essentially, the exhibit offers a less 
"in your face" view of life in Israel a1 

the sran of the 21st century. 
The work of the 11 photographers 

encompasses a broad range of Sl)lles and 
teehniques. There are large-scale color 
images. gelatin silver prints. digital prints 
and photosensitive emulsions. 

Some of the best images come from 
photographers working for newspapers and 
intemalional news agencies. Such images 
are documentary in nalure and reveal 
unstaged moments of life in Israel. 

In On the Way to the Wedding, Khaled 
Zigllari (Al-Quds. JeM.IMl.em Pos� Reuters. 
Associared Press) reveals how security 
precautions affect the lives of Palestinians. A 

./ •.. ,.;.:k. - l· 
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well-<iressed man escortS his dale through 
an Israeli checkpoint Tainted by a gantlet of 
soldiers and metal tire spikes in the road. the 
simple joy of anending a wedding becomes 
an ortleal. 

Journalistic documentation is key to the 
work of Osama Silwadi (Al-Ayyam. Agence 
France Press. Reuters). Filled with humor. 
Silwadi's images caprure "slice of life" 
moments. In Awaiting the Arrival qf 
Jru:qu£S Chiro.c, a group of clergy stands on 
a wind-swept airfield. Dressed m their 
vestments, they struggle not to lose their 
hats. 

ABOVE: On !ht Way lo th, 
lt'tdding by Khall!d 
Zighari 

LEFT: From ··Openings" 
series by Tamir Sher 

Several images are apolitical. The Israeli­
Palestinian conllict is not irnmedia!ely 
apparent in such work. In his series 
"Lawns.· Sharon Ya'ari focuses on the 
connection becween people and the 
environment His lar)ze-scale color images 
feature vistas with grassy fields. 

By photographing stark desen 
landscapes. Amit �ron evokes a sense of 
history. In UnJ.illedMarsaba. �ron 
photographs the Marsaba monastery. Built 
in 439. destroyed in 61&. and rebuilt by the 
Russian Church in 1835. the monastery is a 
popular tourist site. 

--� 
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From "Palestinian Interiors" series by Noel Jabbour A wailing tht Arrival of Jacques Chirac by Osama Sil wadi 

f :·,7::-=���--:�-�--��r.��:· 
-��� ...... _ ... trilSllt"rr<!�&-eFilii.iiJ;"•) ......... 

■ "Aspirations: Toward a Future In the 
Middle East" is on view through April 8 
In the Ohio Arts Coundl'• Riffe Gallery, 
77 s. High St. Hours: 10 Lm.-4 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday, 10 Lm.-6 p.m. 
Wednesday-f'ttday, IIOOIHI p.m. 
Saturday and .-1-4 p.m. Sunday. Call 
614-728-2239«614644-9624. 

Probing into the psyche. s,,veral artist,, 
explore how place r,,veal.s one's inner We. In 
her sen('S "Palestinian lntenors." Noel 
Jabbour documents the obJeclS found in 
Palestinian homes. Photographed � a 
backdrop of crumblin� walls. the objects she 
chooses represent the aspiranons. dreanlS 
and �edies of the P.dlestiruan people. 

Tamir Sher photographs en¢nalic 
parlang-�e entrances. In lus senes 
"Openings." he creales dark. ominous spaces 
echoing a life spent under constant Wa1c11. 
Security doors meant to protect become 
threatening and exc!US1onary. One wonder.­
which side of the door is safest. 

Much thou,&,tarises from the work 
presented in "Aspiranons." However, the 
thouimts are produced not solely from th•· 
�es. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conllict is a 
chronic problem. Through the instant access 
of modem media. we watch as cwo peoples 
tear themselves apart Glimmers of hope are 
rare and short-lived. 

The images presented in • Aspirations' 
offer no solutions and litlJe new insight It is 
difficult to compete with a story that 
conanues to saturate mac.azmes. 
newspapers and television. 

/ 

, 
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Phgtography Exhibition 
F&Cuses on Peace in 
the Middle East 

The Riffe Gallery presents "Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East," now through April 
8, an exhibition of more than 170 images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photographers. Aspirations 
seeks to address a goal that seems impossible and inevitable at the same time-peace in the Middle 
East between the Israeli and Palestinian people. 

Artists in the exhibition have been chosen for their abili�, to convey a sense of self, place and 
community. The exhibition is curated by Robert Steams, senior program director, Arts Midwest and 
Nella Cassouto, independent curator, Jerusalem. Aspirations is produced by the Ohio Arts Council's 

-��- ' 

�-,· . ��\''\ - ' � 
-"o&.."'-·.::k>.:-� 

i.� .... -�� 

International Program in partnership with Arts Midwest and with the support of the Illinois Arts 
Council and the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cultural and Scientific Relations Department and 
Office of Cultural Affairs in the United States, Consulate General of Israel, New York. 

Aspirations focuses on the medium of photography because it is available to artists of many dif­
ferent backgrounds. Only artists from Israel and the Palestine territories were chosen because their 
confrontations are well known and closely watched around the world. 

Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East will travel in Latin America to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina; Santiago, Chile; Havana, Cuba; and Monterey, Mexico; and will continue its United States 
tour beginning in Chicago in mid-2002. 

The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, showcases the work of Ohio's artists and 
curators and the collections of the state· s museums and galleries. The gallery is in the Vern Riffe 
Center for Government and the Arts, State and High Streets, Columbus, OH. Hours are Monday and 
Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. , Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday 12-8 p.m. and 
Sunday 12-4 p.m. Admission is free. For information or to schedule a tour call the Riffle Gallery at 
614/644-9624. 

Next week we'll take an in-depth look at this exhibition. 
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COLUMBUS MUSEUM PRESENTS ence at 'the YWCA's Huntington Hall 
FREE SCREENING OF MUTE . 4th Floor, 65 South 4th Street. 
LOVE Performances are February 1-3, 8-

High Streets, Columbus. OH. Hours 
are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.. Wednesday. Thursday and
Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday 
12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4 p.m.
Admission is free. For information o· 
to schedule a tour call the Riffle 
Gallery at 614/644-9624.

The Society for African American 
Art presents "Mute Love," a feature­
length narrative film about three gen­
erations of African American women 
Wffl'.l are attempting to mend their 
fractured relationships. Dorothy 
Thigpen, the independent film's 
Director of Photography. Attend the 
free screening and meet Thigpen 
Executive Director of Third World 
Newsreel one of the oldest alterna-
tive media organizations in the 
United States. The screening takes 
place Friday, February 9, from 6 -
8pm For more information or to 
reserve a seat, please contact Lyn 
Grimes at 629-0357. Parking is free. 

10, and February 15. All Shows 
Begin at 8:00 P.M. Tickets can be 
purchased at the door for $10.00 and 
groups of 10 or more are $8.00 per 
person with children 15 and under 
$6.00. 

PHOTOGRAPH Y EXHIBITION 
FOCUSES ON PEACE INTHE MID­
DLE EAST 

The Riffe Gallery presents 
"Aspirations: Toward a Future in the 
Middle East;· now through April 8. an 
exhibition of more than 170 images 
by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photog­
raphers. Aspirations seeks to 
address a goal that seems impossi­
ble and inevitable at the same time­
peace in the Middle East between 
the Israeli and Palestinian people. 
Artists in the exhibition have been 
chosen for their ability to convey a 
sense of self, place and community. 
The exhibition is curated by Robert 
Steams, senior program director. 
Arts Midwest and Nella Cassouto, 
independent curator, Jerusalem . 

. Aspirations is produced by the Ohio 

BALLETMET PRESENTS THE 
BEAUTIFUL GISELLE 

HIT THE GROUND RUNNING THE-- ��Council's International Program · Valentine's Day weekend is the 
ATER PRESENTS A SWEET 'in"f)a,rtnership with Arts Midwest and perfect setting for Giselle the pas­
STAGE PLAY ·with the -support of the Illinois Arts sionate love story presented by

Hit The Ground Running Theatre. Council and the Israel Ministry of BalletMet. The company, under the 
Inc. presents "Freedom, Sweet as Foreign Affairs, Cultural and artistic direction of David Nixon, pre­
Suguh In M'Tee" a historical experi- · Scientific Relations Department and mieres Giselle February 15 - 18 at 

------ Office of Cultural _Affairs in the United the Capitol Theatre at the Riffe 
·States, 'Consulate General of Israel, Center. Giselle depicts a haunting
New.York. love triangle about a betrothed young 

--Aspirations focuses ·on the medi- . girl's perilous journey to seek a love 
um .of photography because it is that she can never possess. Travel 
available0 to artists of many different with her beyond human bounds 

, backgrounds. Only artists from Israel where Giselle finally experiences the 
and 1he Palestine territories were perfect love that she so maddeningly 
chosen because·their confrontations sought on earth. Giselle will mesmer­
are .well kf:iownknd .closely -watched ize audiences .with its passionate tale 

.around · the ;world: �Aspirations: .of unrequitedJove, sweeping chore­
.Toward a F.uture:'irrthe Middle :East ·ography .. and -romantic, score by 
. will travel in l:.atin•Ametica to Buenos Adolphe Adam -in the .grand tracfrtion 
·Aires, Ar.9entina;':Santiago, '<Chile; .. of ·French 'RomanticTheatrel 
Havana, · .Cuba;- ,.and Monterey, Internationally-acclaimed balleri­
Mexico; and 0wih:ootinue ·ils .United na · and BalletMefs "Director of 
States 1our l>E!ginning in-=:Chicago in --Professional�injngYoko--lchino will 

'ffild�2.'T-he�.W,UO:cy;:epe� .stage·\BaI�1�s .:Pl'Oduct'.on �f
�QY the.Ohio�,iShowcases • Giselle:::The"timeless ·production will 
jt,e ,wor1<:of ·atio's�tcura- :be :-enormously · compefting inviting 
,tors and the collections�.s1afe'.s · .,people to -step.�.outside of their daily 

, �ums_;�jjfj_i��ifie-:� · ,Jives � �f !h9 power and 
-:::is -1n .the .. �f,-;for · · '· ·-•"'o-'?2 ·'· 

j;> -a�,· , ,,•,»- rhe•t>- · · .. . • · ' ·: i{seeA&E.page 3] 
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Jl1Columbu� Exhibit Focuses
on Peace 1n the Middle East 

An ongoing cultural exchange 
agreement between Israel and Ohio has 
resulted_ in the !lf1 exhibit, Aspirations: 
Toward a Future in the Middle East. 

Aspirations is a photography exhibit 
of more than 170 images by 11 Israeli 
and Palestinian photographers. It will 
be on display January 25-April 8 at the 
Riffe Gallery in Columbus. 

"Aspirations seeks to address a goal 
that seems impossible and inevitable at 
the same time-peace in the Middle 
East," said Wayne Lawson, executive 
director of the Ohio Arts Council. The 

, exhibi_t is produced by thG'
O

ifti: Am
�ouoail International Program. 

Lawson says that artists in the exhi­
bition were chosen for their ability to 
convey a sense of self, place and com­
munity . •:Toe photographs reflect many 
aspects of everyday reality in the re­
gion," explained Lawson. "But the is­
sues at the heart of this exhibition con­
cern everyone, no matter where we 
live." 

The Riffe Gallery is located in the 
Vern Riffe Center for Government and 
the Arts. Admission is free. For gallery 
hours and more infonnation about the 
exhibit, call the Riffe Gallery at 614-
644-9624. 

A:k,,V\7-t\ "-J ..QA.J0, � \__ N Ju._\.) fc)-..
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Aspirations 
Photography exhibition focuses on 
hopes for peace in the Middle East 

The Riffe Gallery is presents Aspirations:Toward a Future i11 the

Middle East, now through April 8, an exhibition of more th�n 170
images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photographers. Aspirations seeks 
to address a goal that seems impossible and inevitable at the same 
time--peace in the Middle East between the Israeli and Palestinian 

people. 
Artists in the exhibition have been chosen for their ability to

convey a sense of self, place and community. The exhibition is curated 
by Robert Steams, senior program director, Arts Midwest and Nella 
Cassouto, independent curator, Jerusalem. 

Aspirations is produced by the Ohio aris Council's International 
Program in partnership with Arts Midwest and with the support of 
the Illinois Arts Council and the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Cultural and Scientific Relations Department and Office of Cultural
Affairs in the United States, Consulate General of Israel, New York. 

"The issues at the heart of this exhi bition concern everyone, no 
matter where we live," said Wayne Lawson, executive director of the 

Ohio Arts Council. "For that reason, we were inspired to assemble an 

exhibition of diverse viewpoints from the Middle East and to share it 
with audiences in North and South America. We hope it will encourage 
dialogue among many different cultures a bout a situation that will 
continue to evolve over time and affect our lives for years to come."

Israeli and Palestinian cultures are like geologic plates painfully 
grinding against each other, but politics, compounded by religious
division, camouflages common bonds of social and economic 
interdependence that can drive the peace process, the curators say. 

Images in this exhibition convey the realities and aspirations of 
the photographers. The artists certainly desire peace, but in the face 

of the perpetual disappointments of the pas( they view their world 
with a combination of optimism, skepticism and irony. 

Aspirations:Toward a Future i11 the Middle East will travel in 
Latin American to Buenos Aires, Argentina; Santiago, Chile; Havana, 
Cuba; and Monterrey, Mexico and will continue its United States 
tour beginning in Chicago in mid-2002. 

The Riffe Center is located across from the Statehouse on High 
Street in downtown Columbus. Admission is free. 
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Aspiration� 
Photography exhibftion focuses on 
hopes for peace in the Middle East 
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�).}9!�:U:hlbit depicts conflict, "���2:�� life in Middle East
■ "Aspirations: Toward a Future In the Middle in the same part of the Gtrman ViUagt Gautu Rtporttr 

Insight into the darkly 
complicated relations be­
tween Israelis and Palestini­
ans can be found in a 
photography exhibit that 
opens today at the Riffe 
Gallery. 

"Aspirations: Toward a 
Future in the Middle East" 
features 170 pictures taken 
by 11 Israeli and Palestinian 

East" will run from today through April 8 In the world." 
Riffe Gallery, Vern Riffe Center, 77 S. High St. At the same time, the ex-

photographers, said Robert 
Steams, program director. 
The exhibit was organized 
and produced by the Ohio 
Ar1s Council. 

After closing here April 8, 
the photo exhibit will travel 
to Argentina, Chili, Cuba and 

Mexico. It returns to the 
United States in the summer 
of 2002, when it will be dis­
played in Chicago. 

The exhibit offers one cen­
tral message, said Steams: 
"We can live together here. It 
is possible for people of a 

hibit does not skirt tensions 
that plague the area. Subjects 
range from confrontation to 
national pride, friendship and 
the area's natural beauty. 

The Ohio Arts Council 
had been considering an 
Arab-Israeli-themed exhibit 
for a long time, Steams said. 
Members decided photo­
graphs would tell the tale 
best because they show real 
images. 

"We want to tell a story, 
not just show studio art," 
Steams said. 

The title, "Aspirations," 
was chosen for its suggestion 
of optimism. 

Co-curator Nella Cas­
souto, an Israeli, will discuss 
the photographs, the artists 
and her country at the gallery 
at 2 p.m. Sunday. 

In another related event, 
Steams will team with con­
flict-resolution expert Pat 
Williams at the gallery at 2 
p.m. March 4 to discuss not 
only the problems but the 
day-to-day life in the coun­
try.

A conversation between a Jewish man and an Arab woman is the subject of this untitled photo 
from the Ohio Arts Council's "Aspirations" exhibit. 

Most of the region's peo­
ple, Steams said, co-exist 
peacefully and lead relatively 
safe and normal lives. This is 
true even despite long-stand­
ing conflicts over land and 

An Israeli soldier and Palestinian children are pictured In this 
untitled image from "Aspirations: Toward a Future In the 
Middle East." The exhibit will remain on display through April 
8 at the Riffe Gallery. 

history, she said. 
"for the most part, every­

day people get along with 

each other reasonably well," 

Steams said. "But I don ·1 
want lo 111inirui1e lhc situa­
tion. It's \'C'r}' disturbing 
these days... 

· 

·1 he public is im·ited lo an 
opening reception at thl' 

gallery al 77 S. I liJ!h <:;r 

f'roru 5 lo 7 p.111. toda, 
Rl'gul:u , irll'ing h,;urs ,Ill' 

10 n.111. tu -1 run. l\1ond:r) 
and I ucsday. IO a.111. r,, .� 
p.m. Wednesday 1lrro11!'h 
l·rrd�). 1111,111 111 � p 111 c.;a,rrr
da� a11d 11111111 ,., I I' 111 c.;,111
d:I\.

\ d,11i� •;il\11 i· I,,.,. 
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Jf,h�t�����! ��h���'.o� ��?�!� ,?" hopes for peace in Middle East
present Aspirations: Toward assemble an exhibition of 
u Future in the Middle East,·. diverse viewpoints from the
Jan. 25:April�. an exhibition Middle East and to shar� it - ··, -
of more than 110-images by with audiences in North and 
11 Israeli and Palestinian ·south America. We hope it
photographers. Aspirations will encourage dialogue 
seeks to address a goal that among many different cul­
seems impossible and inevi- tures about a situ'ation that 
table at the same time - peace will continue to evolve over 
in the Middle East between time and affect our lives for 
the Israeli and Palestinian years to come." 
people. "Israeli and Palestinian 

Artists in the exhibition cultures are like geologi'c "' 
have been chosen for their plates painfully grinding 
ability to convey a sense of against each other. But poli­
self, place and community. .tics, compounded by reli­
The exhibition is curatecf"by gious division, camouflages 
Robert Stearns, senior pro- common bonds of social and 
gram director, Arts Midwest, economic interdependence 
and Nella Cassouto, inde- that can drive the peace pro-

Amit Geron, Untitled (Marsaba).

pendent curatar, Jerusalem. cess," the curators say. 
There will be an opening . Images in this exhibition 

reception on Thu�day, Jan .. j:onvey the realities and as-
25,fromSro 7 p:fu. The event pirations of the photogra­

Xs free and open to the pub- phers. The -artists certainly 
lie. desire peace, but in the face 

Aspirations is produ.ced of the perpetual disappoint­
by the Ohio Arts ·Council's ments of the past, they view 

International -Pro gram, in their world with a combina­
parmership with Arts Mid- tion of optimism, skepticism 
west and with the support of and irony. 
the Illinois Arts Council and Aspirations focuses on 
the Israel Ministry of Foreign the medium of photography 
Affairs, Cultural and Scien- because it is available to art­
tific Relations Department ists of many different back­
and Office of Cultural Affairs grounds. It also is adaptable 
in the United States, Consu- to different artistic attitudes, 
late General of Israel, New from the abstract and concep­
York. . tual to the politically moti-

"The issues at_ the heart of vated and photo-joumalis­
this exhibition concern ev- tic. And for viewers, it pro­
eryone, no matter where we vides a common ground from 
live,'' said Wayne Lawson, which to grasp these artists' 
executive director of the widely differing messages. 
Ohio Ans <;;ouncil. "For that Only artists from Israel and 

7 the Palestinian territories 1 were chosen because their
confrontations are well 
known and closely watched 
around the world. Artists who 
created images that are both 
personally relevant and uni- Issa Frcij, Worker.versally recognizable were . . . . 
chosen for the exhibition. As The exh1blllon 1s sup-
a result, these photographs ported by the Ohio Building 
reflect many aspects of ev- . Authority. Media spon�ors 
eryday reality in the region mclude Columbus Al!ve,
at the beginning of the 21st Small Business News, Time 
century. Warner Communications 

Artists represented in the and WWCD/CDI0I. 
exhibition include Issa Freij, In 1996 Israel and the 
Amit Geron, Yehoshua State of Ohio signed a cul­
Glotman, Noel Jabbour, Adi tural exchange agreement to 
Nes, Naomi Tereza Salmon, facilitate exchange opportu­
Tarnir Sher, Osama Silwadi, nities in the arts, education 
Sharon Ya'ari, Lee Yanor and and humanities. The agree­
Khaled Zighari. . ment opened the door for art-

Two special events •will ist and exhibition exchanges 
take place in the gallery dur- between Ohio and Israel. 
ing the -exhibition. On Sun- Common Ground: Contem­
day, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., Aspi- porary Land�capes from Is­
rations co-curator, Nella rael and OhlO was the first 
Cassouto, will share her per- exhibition to take place un­
sonal insights about the art- der the agreement. 
ists and their work. On Sun- The Riffe Gallery, oper­
day, March 4, at 2 p.m, Aspi- ated by the Ohio Arts Coun­
rations co-curator RoM.tt... c1l, s�owcases the work of 
Stearns and mediation spe=-----. . .. . . 
cialist Patricia Williams will 
discuss the making of this 
exhibition and the power of 
communities around the 
globe. 

A full-color catalog of the 
exhibition will be available 
for $10. 

Aspirations: Tow·ard a 
Future in the Middle East 
will travel in Latin America 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina;. 

. Santiago, Chile; Havana, 
Cuba, and Monterrey, 
Mexico, and will continue 
its United States tour begin­
ning in Chicago in mid-
2002. -1 

Ohio's artists and curators, 
and the collections of the 
state's museums and galler­
ies. The gallery is in the Vern 
Riffe Center for Government 
and the Arts, State and High 
Streets .. Hours are Monday 
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m., and 
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. Ad­
mission is free. 

For infor!Jlation, or to 
-schedule a tour, call the Riffe
Gallery at 644-9624. 

Working with national 
corporations, philanthropic 
and arts organizations, the 
Ohio Arts Council's Interna­
tional Program is· recognized 
as a leader in cultural arts 
exchanges among U.S. state 
arts agencies. 

---

, 

. 
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Olvi>·cr��v 
Photography exhibition focuses on hopes for peace in Middle East 

( !�-s

OHIO ARTS Cou:s;c1L's 

The Riffe Gallery will 
present Aspirations: Toward 
a Future in the Middle East, 
Jan. 25-April 8, an exhibition 
of more than 170 images by 
11 Israeli and Palestinian 
photographers. Aspirations 
seeks to address a goaJ that 
seems impossible and inevi­
table at the same time -peace 
in the Middle East between 
the Israeli and Palestinian 
people. 

Artists in the exhibition 
have been chosen for their 
ability to convey a sense of 
self, place and community. 
The exhibition is curated· by 
Robert Steams. senior pro­
gram director, Ans Midwest, 
and Nella Cassouto, inde­
pendent curator. JerusaJem. 

There will be an opening 
reception on Thursday, Jan. 
25, from 5 to 7 p.m. The event 
is free and open to the pub­
lic. 

Aspirations is produced 
by the Ohio Arts ·Council's 
International Program, in 
partnership with Arts Mid­
west and with the support of 
the Illinois Arts Council and 
the Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, CulturaJ and Scien­
tific Relations Department 
and Office of Cultural Affairs 
in the United States, Consu­
late General of Israel, New 
York. 

··Toe issues at the hean of
this exhibition concern ev­
eryone. no matter where we 
live;· said Wayne Lawson. 
executive director of the 
Ohio Arts Council. "For that 

I RIFFE GALLERY I • 
ASPIRATIONS 

;�� 
1:,:-:· ·:PHOT.00.RAP.HS :BY ISRAELI AND P�STINIAN .A'.R.TISTS 

JANUARY 25 - APRIL 8, 2001 

OPENING RECEPTION - Thursday. January 25, 5-7 pm 

CurJ(c,r,, N0i'..J CaJ•,autc JnC Robert SteJrns 

Ir, P.1n""'',�•D w,:r, Ar,,, M,awe',I 
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RIFFE GALLERY 

Vern Riffe Center 
Across from the 
Stalchousc on H,gh 
Downtown Columbus 
CJ'.'. 6�1../6!..L.·962!.. 

Gallery Hours 
�� ... . l � 
w 'r-,, F ·c 8 Arf&
0 • ') • V 

· s�- :7 °4 "'I" -
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reason, we were inspired to 
assemble an exhibition of 
diverse viewpoints from the 
MiddJc East and 10 share it 
with audiences in North and 
South America. We hope it 
will encourage dialogue 
among many different cul­
tures about a situation that 
will continue to evolve over 
time and affect our lives for 
years 10 come:· 

"Israeli and Palestinian 
cultures arc like geologic 
plates painfully grinding 
against each other. But poli­
tics. compounded by reli­
gious division, camouflages 
common bonds of sociaJ and 
economic interdependence 
that can drive the peace pro-­
cess;· the curators say. 

Images in this exhibition 
convey the reaJities and as­
pirations of the photogra­
phers. The artist� certainly 
desire peace, but ln the face 
of the perpetuaJ disappoint· 
ments of the past. they view
their world with a combina­
tion of optimism, skepticism 
and irony. 

Aspirations focuses on 
the medium of photography 
because it is available to an­
ists of many different back­
grounds. It aJso is adaptable 
10 different anistic attitudes, 
from the abstract and conce1r 
tuaJ to the politicaJly moti­
vated and photo-journaJis­
tic. And for viewers, it pro­
vides a common ground from 
which to grasp these anists · 
widely differing messages. 

Only artists from Israel and 
the Palestinian territories 
were chosen because their 
confrontations are well 
known and closely watched 
around the world. Artists who 
created images that are both 
personaJly relevant and uni­
versally recognizable were 
chos·en for the exhibition. As 
a result, these photographs 
reflect many aspects of ev­
eryday reality in the region 
at the beginning of the 21st 
century. 

Artists represented in the 
exhibition include Issa Freij, 
Amit Geron, Yehoshua 
Glotman, Noel Jabbour, Adi 
Nes, Naomi Tereza SaJmon, 
Tamir Sher, Osama Silwadi, 
Sharon Ya'ari, Lee Yanor and 
Khaled Zighari. 

Two special events will 
take place in the gallery dur­
ing the exhibition. On Sun­
day, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., Aspi­
rations co-curator, Nella 
Cassouto, will share her per­
sonaJ insights about the art­
ists and their work. On Sun• 
day, March 4, at 2 p.m.. Aspi­
rations co-curator Robert 
Steams and mediation spe­
cialist Patricia Williams will 
discuss the making of this 
exhibition and the power of 
communities around the 
globe. 

A full-color catalog of the 
exhibition will be available 
for SIO. 

Aspirations: Toward a 
Future in the Middle East 
will travel in Latin America 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina; 
Santiago, Chile; Havana, 
Cuba, and Monterrey, 
Mexico, and will cor:tinue 
its United States tour begin­
ning in Chicago in mid· 
2002. 

Amit Geron. UnJiJl.ed (MarsabaJ. 

Issa Frcij. Worku. 

The exhibition is sup­
poned by the Ohio Building 
Authority. Media sponsors 
include Columbus Alive, 
Small Business News, Time 
Warner Communications 
and WWCD/CD 10 I.

In 1996 Israel and the 
State of Ohio signed .a cul­
tural exchange agreement to 
facilitate exchange opponu­
nities in the ans, education 
and humanities. The agree• 
mcnt opened the door for an­
ist and exhibition exchanges 
between Ohio and Israel. 
Common Ground: Contem­
porary Landscapes from Is­
rael and Ohio was the first 
exhibition to take place .un­
der the agreement. 

The Riffe Gallery, oper­
ated by the Ohio Arts Coun­
cil, showcases the work of 

Ohio ·s artists and curators, 
and the collections of the 
state's museums and gaJler­
ies. The gaJlery is in the Vern 
Riffe Center for Government 
and the Arts, State and High 
Streets. Hours arc Monday 
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m., and 
Sunday, noon 10 4 p.m. Ad­
mission is free. 

For information, or 10 
schedule a tour. caJI the Riffe 
Gallery at 644-9624. 

Working with national 
corporations, phi !anthropic 
and arts organizations, the 
Ohio Arts Council's lnterna­
tionaJ Program is recognized 
as a leader in cultural arts 
exchanges among U.S. state 
arts agencies. 

, 
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lboto �xhlbit foces on hOpes for peace 
, t:ff:a R� Gallery will litesent son, we were irtsplred to assemble Palestine territories Were chosen be- and Monterey, Mexico and will 

':' A�)ratjons: Toward a Future in , an elthibiti(Jn of diverse viewpoihts cau�e their confrontations are well continues its United Sates tour be­
th(M���e East," Jari. 25-Ap�!- 8, f�m the Middle_ East and to share it known and eto_sely watched aro�nd ginning in <:;h\c�go !n mid-2002. 
an 4Xtii6itidtt of mote than 1,_(tprt;. with audlcll(es m North and South the world. Artists who created 1m- The exh1b1t1on 1s supported by 
ages by 11 Israel/ and Patestirtian America. We hope it will encourage ages thllt are both personally tele- the Ohio Building Authority. Media 
photographers. · · dialogue among many different cul- vant and universally recognizable sponsors include Columbus Alive,

: Ast,lrations seeks to, address a tures about.a situation.that will con- were chosen for the exhibition. As a . Small Business News, Time Warner 
goal thlit seems impossible and in- tinue to evolve over time and affect result, these photographs reflect Communications and WWCD-
evitable at the same time - peace or lives for years to come. many aspects of every day reality in CD IO I. 
in_ the. Mi<ldle East betwrert tho Is- Israeli and Palestinian cultures the region at the beginning of the In 1996 Israel and the Sate of 
raeli 811d Palestinian people! Artists are like geologic plates painfully 21st century. Ohio signed a cultural exch.ange 
in·tM. _eithibition have beetl chosen grinding against each other. But Artists represented in the exhibi- agreement to facilitate exchange op­
rot �,r ability to convey a sen� of politics, compounded by religious lion inchide Issa Freij, Amit Geron, port unities in the arts. educaiion 
setf, place and commlittliy. The ex- division, camouflages common Yehoshua Glotman , Noel Jabbour, and humanities(Tne agreement 
hi.bHiort is curated by lobert bonds of social and economic inter- Adi Nes, Naoimi Tereza Salmon, opened the. door for artist and exhi­
S(eiirtj, s�nior progr�m.dlrectbr, dependeflce that can drive the peace Amir Sher, Osarna Silwadi, Sharon bition �xchanges between Ohio and 
Am Mltfy,'est and Nella Cassooti:,, proces11, the curaton say. ,Ya' ari, Lee Ya11or and Kha led Israel. Common Ground: Contem-
indtpendent curator, Je�safcm; . l111ages in this exhibition convey . Zighari. . porary Landscapes from Israel and 
·:· theri'wUI be an op'enlng r'.eoep- the plitiis and aspir�tions of_ the Two special .even�s will tak_e Ohio was the first exhibition to ta1ce 
ti��.on 11tw'sd•�• Jan; 25. from ,�1 p�graphers. The artts� certamly P!a�e lb the gallery dunng the exht- place und�r the agreement. 
p.�. the event ,s free irrid c½:,ec to· desire �ce but.in the face of the btttoli. On. Sunday, Jan; 28 at 2 The Riffe Gallery, operated by 
the \>\lb�:·· . . •· ': · . , perpetual disappointments ·of the p.m. Aspirations co-curator, Nella the Ohio Arts Council, showcases
�-: A�tations_ ls produte<fbut' the past, they_Vitw thei� ":'orld with a �a�so\ito, will share _her person�! the work of Ohio's arti�ts and cura­
·Ona)i· Afla _O,mit'.:H's lntetftatlortal combination of opt1m1sm, skeptl- ins ights about the artists and their tors and the collections of the
1'$,gram itt pa�nership with Aru cism -a _  �d irony. . .. . wor�. on.Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m. state's f!1U�eums and gal_leries. The 
Micf�ft and. with the Stipt,Ott Bldle As&>irad!Mts Ax:u8Cs tn the medi,:, · Asp1rat10Rs co-curator Robert gallery 1s m the Vern Riffe Center 

. lllii,ois AtU Council and tM lstaelt um or photography because It Is Stearns and mediation specialist Pa- for Government and the Arts, State 
':Mi�lstiJ of f<cireign Affatrs,,Ctilusr- . available to artists of many different tricia Williams will discuss the and High Streets. Coluinbus. Hours 
: ihan4'Sdhtific Relatitms Depart-. backgrounds. It ls also adaptable to milking of this exhibition and the are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m. 
1:mtnt'and (;)ffice of Cultural AtTtirs differeht artistic attitudes from the power of communities around the to 4 p.m .. Wednesuay, Thursday 
i In t.1ti', Ultited States, Coasutate abstract and conceptual lo the polit- globe. and Friday, Io a.m. to 8 p.m., Sat­
.1 Gei,eril bf Israel, New Yort. · ically motivated and photo-journal- A full-color catalog of the exhi- urday, noon to 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
. .  :•1nae fssues at the heart of this · istic. And for viewers, it provides a bition will be available for $10. noon to 4 p.m. Admission is tree. 1 ext/ibitlon �oncem evtry!)ne, fio coriurtoh around from which to Aspirations: Toward a Future in For information or to schedule a 
mete, \vhert we)lve," said Wayne · grasp these artists' widely diffetent the Middle East will travel in Latin tour call the Riffe Gallery at (6

/
14) 

Uwso� •. Uecutive dir�r of-the. mctsages. . · . . . · America to Buenos Aires, Argenti-
Ohk>' .Am ·council. "For that �� · Only artish from Israel and nai Santiago, Chile; Havaha, Cuba; 

I" .. :•i Y · .. -: ,:, . . ... ' · .... : -· ... • 
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Exhib1ti��
1

focuses on hopes
for peace in the Middle East 

&Yl:oLUMBUS-The Riffe Gal- Ohio Arts Council. "For that rea­
lery will prese�t Aspira_tions: To- son, we were inspired to assemble 
ward a Futu�e m the M1�d_l� East, an exhibition of diverse viewpoints 
Jan. 25-April 8, an exh1b1t1on of from the Middle East and to share it 
more than 170 images by 11 Israeli with audiences in North and South 
a�d �alestinian photographers. As- America. We hope it will encour­
p1 rat1ons seeks to address a goal age dialogue among many different 
that seem impossible and inevitable cultures about a situation that will 
at the same time-peace in the continue to evolve over time and 
Middle E.ast between the Israeli and affect our lives for years to come." 
Palestinian people. Artists in the Israeli and Palestinian cultures 
ex�ibiti�� have been chosen for are like geologic plates painfully 
their ab1hty to convey a sense of grinding against each other. But 
s�lf: place _and community. The ex- politics, compounded by religious 
h1b1t1on 1s . curated by _Robert div ision, camou0ages common 
Steams, semor program director, bonds of social and economic inter­
Arts Midwest and Nella Cassouto, dependence that can drive the peace 
independen! curator, Jerns_alem. process, the c11rn1ors say. 
. There will be an openmg recep- The Riffe Gallery, operated by 

lion on Jan. 25 from 5 to 7 p.m. The the Ohio Arts Council showcases 
event is free and open to the public. the work of Ohio's arti;ts and cura-

. '."-spirations is produced by the tors and the collections of the 
Oh10 Art� Council's International state's museums and galleries. The 
Program m partnership with Arts gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center 

M!d,�est and with the support of the for Government and the Arts, State 
lll!n?1s Arts Cou�cil and the Israel and High Streets, Columbus, OH. 
Mm1stry of Foreign Affairs, Cul- Hours are Monday and Tuesday 10 
tural and Scientific Relations De- a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, Th�rs­
pa_rt�ent and (?ffice of Cultural Af- day and Friday IO a.m. to 8 p.m., 
fairs m the United States, Consulate Saturday noon to 8 p.m. and Sun­
Ge�eral �f Israel, New York. . day _noon to 4 p.m. Adit\Jssion is 

_T�� issues at the hear t  of this free. For information or to schedule : 
exh1b1t1on concern everyone, no a tour call the RiiTe Gallery t · 
matter where we live," said Wayne (614) 644-9624 

a · 

Lawson, executive director of the '-
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Arts Council's Riffe Gallery ship with Arts Midwest and painfully grinding against each sages. Future i n the Middle East" • 

will present "Aspirations: with the support of the Illinois other', the curators say. But O nly artists from Israel and will travel in Lati n  America to I · 

Toward a Future in the Middle Arts Council and the Israel politics, compounded by reli- the Palestine territories were Buenos Aires, Argentina ; Sah- ) . 

East," an exhibition of more Ministry of Foreign Affairs, gious division, camouflages chosen because their con- tiago, Chile; Havana, Cuba; ·
1 

than 170 images by 11 Israeli Cultural and Scientific Reta- common bonds of social and frontations are well known and Monterrey, Mexico; and· 

and Palestinian photogra- lions Department and Office economic interdependence and closely watched �round will continue its United States ·

phers, opening Jan. 25 and of Cultural Affairs in the that can drive the peace the world. Artists who created tour begi{lning in Chicago in l 

running through April 8. United States, through the process. images that are both personal- mid-2002. 

"Aspirations" seeks to Consulate General of Israel, Images in this exhibition ly relevant and universally The Riffe Gallery. operated 

address a goal that seems New York. convey the realities and aspi- recognizable were chosen for by the Ohio Arts Council, ,

impossible and inevitable at "The issues at the heart of rations of the photographers. the exhibition. showcases the work of Ohio 

the same time - peace in the this exhibition concern every- The artists certainly desire Two special events will take ar tists and curators and the

Middle East between the one, no matter where we live," peace, but in the face of the place in the gallery during the collections of the state's muse- 1
Israeli and Palestinian people. said Wayne Lawson, executive perpetual disappointments of exhibition. On Sunday, Jan. 28 urns and galleries. · 

Artists in the exhibition have director of the dhio Arts the past, they view their world at 2 p,m. Aspirations co-cura- The gallery is located in the

been chosen for their ability to Council. "For that reason, we wjth Ii_ combination of opti- tor, Nella Cassouto, will share Vern Riffe Center for Govern­

convey a sense of self, place were inspired to assemble an mism, skepticism and irony. her personal insights about men! and the Arts, State and

and community. The exhibi- exhibition of diverse view- "Aspirations" focuses on the the artists and their work. On High St reets, Columbus.

tion is curated by Robert points from the Middle East medium of photography Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m. Nor mal gallery hours are · 

Steams, senior program direc- and to share it with audiences because it is available to Aspirations co-curator Rober t Monday and Tuesday. 10 a.m. 

tor for Arts Midwest, and in North and South America. artists of many different back- Stearns and mediation special- to 4 p.m., Wednesday through . 

Nella Cassouto, an indepen- "We hope it will encourage grounds. It also is adaptable to ist Patricia Williams will dis- Friday 10 a.111. to 8 p.m., Satur- ,

dent curator from Jerusalem. dialogue among many differ- _different artistic attitudes cuss the making of this exhibi- day noon-8 p.m. and Sunday '

The opening reception, ent cultures about a situation ·rrom the abstract and concep- tion and the power of comm11- 110011-4 p.m. 

Thursday from 5-7 p.m., is free that will continue to ev6lve tual to the politically motivat- nit ies around the globe. Admission is free. For more 

and open to the public. over time and affect our lives ed and photo-journalistic. And A full-color catalog of the information or to schedule a 

"Aspirations" is produced by for years to come." for viewers, it provides a com- exhibition will be available for tour, call the Riffe (ialle r v.Al'f

�-�
hio Arts Council's Inter- Israeli and Palestinian cul- mon ground from which to $10. 614/644-9624. 7 
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I Jl1Columbus Exhibit Focuses
1 on Peace in the Middle East 

An ongoing cultural exchange 
agreement between Israel and Ohio has 
resulted in the art exhibit, Aspiratio11s:
Toward a Future in the Middle East. 

Aspiratio11s is a photography exhibit 
of more than 170 images by 11 Israeli 
and Palestinian pholographers. It will 
be on display January 25-April 8 at the 
Riffe Gallery in Columbus. 

"A,piratio11s seeks to address a goal 
that seems impossible and inevitable at 
the same time-peace in the Middle 
East," said Wayne Lawson, executive 

i director of the Ohio Arts Coun_cil. The 
1 exhibit is produced by the Ohio Arts 

Lawson says that artists in the exhi­
bition were chosen for their ability to 
convey a sense of self, place and com­
munity. "The photographs reflect many 
aspects of everyday reality in the re­
gion," explained Lawson. "But the is­
sues at the heart of this exhibition con­
cern everyone, no matter where we 
live." 

The Riffe Gallery is located in the 
Vern Riffe Center for Government and 
the Arts. Admission is free. For gallery 
hours and more information about the 
exhibit, call the Riffe Gallery at 6 I 4-
644-9624. 
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Mi�east 'Aspirations' photo show at Riffe Gallery 
COLUMBUS - The Ohio national Program, in partner• lures are like geologic plates grasp widely differing mes- "'Aspirations: Towaru aAris Council's Riffe Gallery ship with Arts Midwest and painfully grinding against each sages. Future in the Mi<ldlc East" will present "Aspirations: with the support of the Illinois other, the curators say. But Only artists from Israel anc.l will travel in Lalin A1nl'rica 10 Toward a Future in the Mi<lc.Jle Arts Council and the Israel politics, compounded by rcli- the Palestine territories were Buenos Aires, Argcn1i 11a; S;111-East," an exhibition of more Ministry of Foreign Affairs, gious division , camouflages chosen because their con- 1iago. Chile; 1-1:ivana. Cuba; than 170 images by 11 Israeli Cultural anu Scientific Rda- commi>n bone.ls of social and frontations are well known anu Monterrey. Mexico; anu and Palestinian photogra� tions Department :.1.nd Office economic interdependence and closely watched �lround will contint1c its Uni11..:d Stati..·s phers, opeoing Jan. 25 and of Cultural Affairs in the I hat can c.lrive the peace the world. Artists who creatcc.l lour begi (lning in Chica�o in running through April 8. Unit cu Stales, through the process. images that arc both personal- miu-2002. "Aspirations" seeks 10 Consulate General of Israel, Images in this exhibition ly relevant anc.l universally The Riffe Gallery, opcralc'uaddress a goal Iha! seems New York. convey the realities and aspi- recognizable were chosen for by 1he Ohio Aris Council. impossible and inevitable at "The issues at the heart of rations of the photographers. the exhibition. showcases the work of Ohio the same time - peace in the this exhibition concern every- The artists certainly desire Two special events will take artists anc.l curators and theMiddle East between the one, no matter where we live," peace, but in the face of the place in the gallery during the collections of the slate's muse· Israeli and Palestinian people. said Wayne Lawson,.executivc perpetual disappointments of exhibition. On Sunday, Jan. 28 ums and galleries. Artists in the exhibition have director of the Ohio Arts the past, they view their world at 2 p.m. Aspirations co-cura- . The gallery is localcu in the been chosen for their ability to Council. "For that reason, we with a combination of opti- tor, Nella Cassouto, will share Vern Riffe Center for Govern­convey a sense of self, place were inspired to assemble an mism, skepticism and irony. her personal insights about men! anu the Aris, Stale anc.land community. The exhibi- exhibition of diverse view- "Aspirations" focuses on the the artists and their work. On High Streets, Columbus. lion is curated by Robert points from the Middle East. medium of photography Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m. Normal gallery hours arc Steams,'senior program direc- and to share it with audiences because it is available to Aspirations co-curator Robert Monday and Tuesuay, 10 a.m. tor for Arts Midwest, and in North and South America. artists of many different back- Stearns and mediation special- lo 4 p.m., Wednesday through Nella Cassouto, an indepen- "We hope it will encourage grounds. It also is adaptable to ist Patricia Williams will dis- Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Satur-dent curator from Jerusalem. dialogue among many differ- .different artistic allitudes cuss the making of this exhibi- day noon-8 p.m. anu Sunday The opening reception, ent cultures about a situation 'from the abstract and concep- tion and the power of commu- . noon-4 p.m. Thursday from 5-7 p.m., is free that will continue to evolve tual to the politically motivat• nities around the globe. Aumission is free. For more and open to the public. over time and affect our lives ed and photo-journalistic. And A full-color ca la log of the information or 10 schedule a "Aspirations" is produced by for years to come." for viewers, it provides a com- exhibition will be available for lour, call the Riffe G:tllcrv,A1"!""' 

�e Ohio Arts Council's Inter- Israeli and Palestinian cul- mon ground from which to $10. 614/644-9624. / 
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' - . �.. ' :ence at the YWCA's Huntington Hall '"High Streets, 'Columbus, OH: Hours 
4th'cFloor,.-,65 ",South;,,4th�Street.. are Monday and Tuesday, 01_Q a:rf-4 

. Perf�rinances ace· February'-:;1-3, � p.m.,, Wednesday, 'Thursday· and 
,10, and ,February 15. All Shows Friday·10 a.m.-8:00 p.m.;· Saturday 

•,_.·+Begin at 8:00 P.M. Tickets .. can be 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4.:p.m. 
, purchased.at th'e''cioor for $10:00 �and Admission is free. For information or 

; groups'of 10 or·more are $8.00 per to schedule a tour call the Riffle 
person with children _15 and under Gallery at 614/644-9624. 

. . . The· Society for African American 
. Art presents ."Mute Love,' a feature­
··iengtli narrative film about three gen­
"-'�ratioris of African American women· 
_wtffi are,attemgting to mend their

. fractured• • relationships. ' Dorothy
·Jhlgi\en, -·iiie•: independent film's
Director, of Photography. Attend the 
free screening and meet Thigpen 
Executive Director of Third World
Newsreel one of the oldest alterna­
tive media organizations in the
United States. The screening takes
place Friday, February· 9, from 6 °
8pm . For more iQformation or . to 

$6.00 .... 

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 

FOCUSES ON PEACE IN THE MID­

DLE EAST 

, The Riffe Gallery presents 
"Aspirations: Toward a Future in the 
Middle East," now through April 8, an 
exhibition of more than 170 images 
by 11 Israeli and Palestinian photog· 
raphers. Aspirations seeks to 
address a goal that seems impossi• 
ble and inevitable at the same time• 

BALLETMET PRESENTS THE 

BEAUTIFUL GISELLE 
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Israeli/ Palestinian photography 
exhibit world premiere in Columbus 

�:.- llopes;:_f or· peace: frf:the•;Mfddl�· East 
�:r·· ·';:_; th� Rii'.f e-�allefy is"pi-�tsirs�;�atiq�����;�·._Futu�e in ;he .

·1, Middle East; now through April 8, an exhibition of more than 170 
} ;.: ' i_�ages by 11 Israeli and Palest!_nia!} p�

. 
6to_grai>�t:rs:�spi�

. 
a_tions: �eeks

: \_ .. to,address a goal that seems 1mposs1bl_e and mev1table·at the same 

]�: �tt,��
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11' .. '. •Artists ih'the ehibitlon·Wav��·n'chot�•ir't'or;Hieir ability to 
• • · 1 ....... 4 :t�.•· .,., �•.- Jl ·· · I: 

convey a sense of self, place arid community. The exhibition is curated 
by Rob�r� Stearns; senior program director: iJts Midwest .. and Nella 

'C�ssouto,-iridependent curator, Je�usalerri. :· •;� .;,.-.,;,., -� . . .,
• .• ,... • • • , 

.- --- -··· ,.,. ....... -.,._-�-"'- \oft.,..:('" f 2,, • ., •• 

. · -· Aspirations is produced by the Ohio arts Council's International 
Program in partnership with Arts Midwest arid with the support of
the Illin"ois Arts Council and the Israel Mi;;istry of Foreign Affairs; 
Cultural and Scientific Relations D�partment 'and Office of Cultural 

; Affairs in the United States; Consulat� General' of Israe( :New York. 
:/J ...... ·', ;;''The issues at the heart of this' exhibi'tion concerti everyone, no
tf · matter where we live:" �aid Wayne Lawson, ex�cutiye director of the 
't�. 'OhioArts..Coui\cH . ..:F.or·t�at.i:easo(l,_We_w��.!nSpi�e,d..to assemble an
"f:. exhibition of diverse viewpoints from'ih� Middle Easi'a.nd to share it
\t with audiences;in North and South America. We hope it will encourage

§, dialogue· amo�g many different cultures about a situation that will 

S.� continu� to evolve over time and affect our lives for years to.come." 

�� 
Israeli and Palestinian cultures are li�e geologic plates painfully 

��J grinding against each other, but politics, compounded by religious 

f� division, camouflages common bonds of social.and economic

�\1 interdependence that can ?rive the peace process, the curators say. 

�, 

Images in this exhibiiion convey the realities and aspiratio.ns of 

l,. the_ photographers. ,The . artist� certai�ly d§si}�. pe�9j/,b_ut i� fu.e
. 
, fa?e 

}. · of the perpetual disappointments of the past;.they .view their world
� with a combination of optimism, �kepticis� arid iro�y.-:· ':,;:f 
:�,. '. AspiraticinsiToward a Future in the Middle'Easrwithr;tenn 
;:· Latin American tci Buenos Aires, Arg[Jilna'fsfJH�t<>":cHl1'2;'lia�aria, .. , .

. 
-·

-,� , su�a ;:"��1)1�!l�en:e�'. --�e�l9J ... �.�t:�i]l, co�tin��}d_?,it�d ... ������ , ... J•- .
.,� to'ur begmnmg m Chicago m m1d!f092��':"1(:������ .. ·,�·•·' 
:, ,. . ,. �J..!,.-, •.. \,,.... . , . 
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By Tami Kamin-Meyer 
Special To The Observer 

COLUMBUS-The Vern Riffe 
Center in downtown Columbus 
is home to more than just 
legislative offices. It also houses 
the Riffe Callery, a museum that 
showcases the works of Ohio 
artists and exhibits with interna-

s,-11 

tional connections. 
�- Such is the case with the 

gallery's current exhibition 
making its international debut, 
Ajpimlio115: 'Jinvard II F11l11ri' i11 lite 
Middle Et15I. 
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Robl'rt Stearns, senior program 
director for Arts Midwest, co­
curated the exhibit along with 
Nella Cassouto of Jerusalem. TI1e 
exhibit features the work of 11 
photographers from Israel and 
Palestinian territories expressing 
their visions for a peaceful future 
for Israel. 

According to Ste.irns, As11im­
tio115 w,1s the br,1inchild of W,1ynl' 
Lawson, the t·xecutive director of 
the Ohio Arts Council. The show 
attempts to present il bm,1der 
view of tht· Middk- East beyond 
just brJcl, he said. 

"I hope people come c1way 
with the feeling that it is not only 
the media that tnlks nbout whnt 
hnppens in Israel," Cassouto s.iid. 

Stearns hopes the exhibit 
encourages people to "discuss 
nnd learn more" .ibout how our 
differences and similnrities ns 
human beings can overtake 
negative attitudes. 

. ,. The Riffe Center is' located across from the Statehouse on High 
(1;' Streefin dciw'i1'fown·,Colu�bii�: Atlmission'iffr�e��t;��-''.· '."··-:: f �., lt 

' r .  
' o• '.· ' . .  ·• ' J 

On Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m., 
Stenms and mediation specinlist 
Patricia Williams will discuss the 
making of this exhibition and the 

�,._;�-- --:-:----,.,:,_-,,,==----�--=-==--.:-::: .. ,:--. ===--===========-

Photo from the exhibit 'Aspirations: Toward A Future In The Middle East' 

the globe. The discussion is free 
and open to the public. It will be 
held at the Riffe Gallery, across 
from the Ohio Statehouse on 
High Sh·ect. 

Viewing hours for the 
exhibition are Mondays and 
Thursdays, 10 a.m lo 4 p.m.; 
Wednesd,1ys, Thursd.iys .ind 
Frid,1ys, 10 .i.m. lo 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, noon to 8 p.m .; nnd 
Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. The 
gc1llery is free and open to the 
public. 

Following its world premiere 
in Columbus, Aspirnliv11s will 
travel to Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico and Cuba. It is sched­
uled to encl in Chicago in 2002, 
but Stearns said it might 
continue depending on how 

well the photographs weather 
the exhibit. It will not trnvel to 
Israel because the photographers 
chosen for the exhibition arc 
widely known there. 

In 1996, Israel .ind the st,ite of 
Ohio signed a culturnl t•xch:mgl' 
.igret'ment to focilit.ite l'Xchangl' 
opportunities in the .iris, cduc,1-
lion and thl' humanilil's. Tlw 
p.ict opent'd thl' door for .irlist
and exhibition t•xchangl's
between Ohio ,111d Israel.
Aspin1/i1>11s is the second exhibit
to be co-curated by Ohioans and
C.issouto under that agreement.

As,,irnlio11s runs through April 
8. For more infurm.ition, contact
the Ohio Arts Council at 614-6'14-
9624, or visit the orgnnization's
Web site .it www.oac.state.oh.us.

BORDERS' 
11111 •Utl ••tlD nt•c111 

Underwriler of The Observer 
Arts & Leisure section. 

www.bordors.com 
Located at 2040 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. 
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Lawns of the Middle East 
The everyday photography of 'Aspirations' 

The morning paper is a good breakfast 
accompaniment, but it usually starts off 
wtth a story about something boring.and 
impersonal, like budgets or probes. 

So it was a nice surprise Monday to sit 
down to a plate of eggs and a photo of Colin 
Powel! holding hands with Vasser Arafat. 

Among the picture's thousand words 
was the revelation that grown men do hold 
hands. That the revelation invoh·ed 
Arafat was e�tra illuminating; until then, 
he Just hadn t seemed like the hand-hold­
ing t)-pe. 

The Riffe Gallery·s current exhibit 
sheds a similar light concerning the lllid­
dle East. Aspirations isn't about the 
region's leaders, however: It's about reiru­
lar people and things. So regular, they c 
seem almost familiar. 

Featured in the show are more than 
l i0 photographs by 
11 Israeli and Pales­
tinian artists. The
curators, Robert 
Stearns (who hap­
pens to be former 
director of the 
11·exner Center) and 
:S:cl In Cassouto (from 
Jerusalem), chose 
works that .. are per• 
son ally rele\'ant and 
uni\'ersally recogniz­
ablL'," acrordinr, to 
the introducto;· 
pres:5 release. 

You call that� 
ART/\l'A/ 7 

JENNY MULLIN 
, 

volume_of photos can be appreciated, but 
not their details. Only by zooming in close 
can you discern their content. 

The exhibit's companion provides an 
excellent supplement to the artwork It 
begins with a lengthy interview conducted 
m March 2000 by Cassouto with two 
natives of the region. 
. Alth�ugh a bit dated now, the exchange 
1s nonetneless pertinent. 

David Grossman, an Israeli novelist 

They picked well.· 
ll"hile most of t he 

works �ar a distinct 
spec1iicity, they also 
poss�ss a kind of 
affability. The por­
traits of n foreign 

It feels almost immeasurable: Amit Geron's Untitled 

place tell stories whether the onlooker is 
:..:p on current events or not. 

It's surprising which photos resonate 
the most. 

'.\lost startling are the works of Sharon 
Y,i'ari. lier Lawns series looks across 
fie_lds toward the horizon. Each photo con­
tmns the same unexpected abundance of 
green-in one, especially, the tall grasses 
appear to sun themsel\'eS. 

lis the first time I've ever given 
thougr.t to lawns in the llliddle East. 

The �irl in Issa Freij's1'f_v Neighbor sits 
,1:1_ a o�ach, completely engrossed in some­
thing she·s holding in her hands. 

\"odJabbour's 11 Palestinian Interiors 
arc snipp�ts of. well, Palestinian interiors. 
Whereas biack-and-whites·often lerid 
thei r: subjects a sense of timelessness.Jab­
bour s use of color makes the scenes feel 
immediate, close at hand. 

In Amit Gcron·s oversized Untitled, a 
small group of people on a hill in the fore­
groun? is dwarfed by _the city the hill over­
looks. fl)e buddings, m turn, are rendered 
puny by the vast landscape that stretches 
to the horizon. It feels immeasurable. 

The styles vary widely, from candid 
portraits to formal compositions to col­
lages. Adi Nes worked in a studio with 
models to crea_te T?e Last Supper, casting 
Leonardo da V inct s signature painting 
\\7th Israeli military. Lee Yanor uses 
'inno"ati,·e· techniques to get surreal 
results. such as the swirls and blurs in The 
Dance. printed on canvas. 
. :S:aomi Tereza Salmon·s Black Box:

Sot.L"emr from Israel involves 90 small 
images of tou:ist keepsakes-a lighter, a 
snow globe-m rows. From far away, the 

INFO: 

The Ohio Arh Council will host Aspiroh-�s: 
T�word � Future in the Middle Eostthrough April 
8 ,n the R,He Goller,, 77 S. High St. 64.4-9624. 

a,n_d politics! commentator, recalls being a 
cmld m 196,, before the SLx-Day War: ·J 
l!stened e\'ery day to the Hebrew-lan­
guage·radio station from Cairo .... I 
remember very ,i,idly that they promised 
us they would come and throw us into the 
sea and rape our mothers and sisters .... I 
urgently begged my parents to let me take 
swiffi!lling lessons. That way rd know how 

· to swim and not drown immediately.· 
Ahmad Harb, a Palestinian writer and 

teacher at the Bir-zeit University, gives 
his account of the same period. when he 
was 16: "When the war erupted. I was a 
shepherd .... All I knew about the war was 
through the Arab radio .... The first day 
passed, the second day of the war passed, 

. and where I was nothing happened. I 
stopped believing everything after that.· 

The men are m general agreement 
throughout the conversation. But like their 
s�ilarities, their differences are apparent. 

Israelis. deep m their hearts, want to 
be loved by Palestinians.· Grossman says. 
"But rm more realistic than that .... I talk 
abou�common interest, about Ahmad and 
his wife_ Sarah Ii,ing their own lives Yoith­
out my mtervention .... I don't want to 
impose my existence on them, because it's 
bad for them, and it's bad for me.· 

Harb isn't in a position to display such 
beneiicence, however: "Palestinians 
b_elie,·e the 'peace process· is a tactic to jus­
ufy control over us," he says. 

"When you called me to meet "ith you," 
he says to Cassouto, "I spent the whole 
next week planning how to get into 
Jerusalem. It takes only 10 minutes to get 
here from where I li\'e, but it is \'ery difii­
cult to get from there to here: 
. Still, they speak of Israelis and Pales­

tm1ans maturing enough to understand 
each other and achieve real peace. which 
the>' _distinguish from a treaty between 
poht1cal leaders. The Palestinians and 
Israelis, explains Grossman, ·are two mis­
erable guys caught in a twin trap. ll'e 
reflect each _other, our fears and our suspi­
c10ns. That 1s our tragedy.· 

I 
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- PAPER AND WOOO
An exhibit of 25 works on pa­

per by Romare Bearden and con­
temporary wood sculpture by La­
Von Van Williams Jr. will open 
Friday at Keny Galleries, 300 E. 
Beck St, in Gem1an Village. • 

r---- - -

Bearden, who died in 1988, 
was a coUage artist, writer, com­
poser and musician. \Vrule he is
best known for his collage works, 
he also worked in printmaking
and w:uercolor. 

His work nill be the subject of 
a retrospective exhibition in 2002 
at the National Gallery of Art in
Washington. 

Van Williams is a fifth genera­
tion woodcarver who lives in Ken­
tuc�,-. He will attend the opening 
of the shows, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Friday. Both shows continue 
through Feb. 9. Call 614464--1228. 

M,oou EAst HOP£S .--... .. •.. - h , 
"Aspirations: Toward a Futme 

in the Middle East," a selection of 
170 phOIOgrdphs by 11 Israeli and
Palestinian artists. will open next
Thursday at t.he Ohio Arts Coun­
cil's Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St 

The anists were selected for 
their ability to convey a sense of 
self, place and community 
through t.heir works. The show 
·was organized by Nella Cassouto 
an independent curator from Je'. 

rusalem. and Robert Steams, sen­
ior program director of Arts Mid­
west 

Cassouto will discuss the art• 
ists and t.heir works at 2 p.m. Jan. 
28. Stearns and mediation special­
ist Patricia Williams will talk 
about the making of the exhibit
and global communities at 2 p.m . 
March 4. The exhibit will continue 
through April 8. 

An opening reception will be 
held from 5 to 7 p.m. next Thurs-
day. . 
_ Hours: 10 am. to 4 p.m. Mon­
day-Tuesday, 10 an� to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Friday, noon to 8 p.m. 

I Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. Sun-
day. Call 614-644-962-l. 
... ---··---•� ·-
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Photography exhibiti.on focuses on hopes for peace in Middle East 
The Riffe Gallery will 

present Aspirations: Toward 
a Fw1,re in the Middle East. 
Jan. 25-April 8, an exhibition 
of more than I 70 im1ges by 
11 Israeli and Palestini1n 
photographers. Aspirations 
seeks to address a goal tlut 
seems impossible and inevi­
table at the same time - peace 
in the Middle East between 
the lsradi and Palestinian 
people. 

reason, we were inspired to 
assemble an exhibition of 
diverse viewpoints from the 
Middle East and to share it 
with audiences in North and 
South America. We hope it 
will encouragt! dialogue 
among many different cul­
tures about a situation that 
will cominue to evolve on:r 
time and affect our lives for 
ye:l!s to come." 

NEWS BUREAU INC. 
. - -

CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115 
216/241-0675 

CLEVELAND JEWISH NEWS 
CLEVELAND. OH 
W-CIRC.1 4,711 

JAN-26-01 

State capital hosts show 
J/q The Riffe Gallery in Colwnbus, 
' Ohio. will present, ''Aspirations: 

Toward a Future in the Middle 
East," through Sunday. April 8. The 
exhibition contains more than 170 
images by 11 Israeli and Palestinian 
photographers, addressing hopes of 
peace for both peoples. 

The show is produced by the Ohio 
Arts Council International Program 
and will travel throughout the U.S. 
and the world. The gallery is located 
in the Vern Riffe Center for 
Government and the Arts, across 
from the Ohio Statehouse on High 
Street. Call 614-644-9624. 

---- �__j 

OHIO ARTS COUNCIL'S' 

JANUARY 25 - APRIL 8, 2001 

OPENING RECEPTION - Thursday, January 25, 5-7 pm 

Curators Nella Cassouto and Robert Stearns 

In Partnership with Arts Midwest 
Wilh Support from Illinois Aris Council al)d Israel Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Cultural and Scientific Relations Department 

Supported by Ohio Building Authority 

Media Sponsors 

-���� � ��-� l0l1

8-0.JC-.JANU.-\RY 18, 2001 

Artists in tht:: c:'<hibition 
have been chosen for their 
ability to convey a sense of 
self, place and community. 
The exhibition is curated by 
Robert Stearns, senior pro­
gram director, Arts Midwest, 
and Nella Cassouto, inde­
pendent curator, Jerusalem. 

There will be an opening 
reception on Thursday, Jan. 
25, from 5 to 7 p.m. The event 
is free and open to the pub­
lic. 

Aspirations is produced 
by the Ohio Arts Council's 
International Program. in 
partnership with Arts Mid­
(vest and with the support of 
the fllinois Arts Council and 
the Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Cultural and Scien­
tific Relations Department 
and Office of Cultural Affairs 
in the United States, Consu­
late General of Israel, New 
York. 

"The issues at U1c he:l!t of 
this exhibition concern ev• 
cryOne, no maner whert! we 
live," said Wavne La\\'son. 
executive dirCctor of the 

Ohio Ans Council. "for that 

RIFFE GALLERY 

RIFFE GALLERY 

. Vern Riffe Center 
Across from the 
Statehouse on High 
Downtown Columbus 
Call 614/644-9624 

Gallery Hours 
M, Tu 10-4 

'A,- _  �-W, Th, F 10-8 ¼' 
Sat12-8 • , Sun 12-4 · - • 
Free Admission 

"Israeli and Palestinian 
cultures a·rc like geologic 
plates painfully grinding 
against each other. But poli­
tics, compounded by reli­
gious division, camouflJgcs 
common bonds of social and 
economic interdependence 
that can drive the peace pro­
cess," the curators say: 

Images in this exhibition 
convey the realities and as­
pirations of the photogra­
phers. The artist� certainly 
desire peace, but ln the face 
of the perpetual disappoint• 
mems of the past, they view 
their world with a combina­
tion of optimism, skepticism 
and irony. 

Aspirations focuses on 
the medium of photography 
because it is available to art­
ists of many different back­
grounds. It also is adaptabk 
to different artistic attitudes. 
from the abstract and concep­
tual t0 the politically moii­
,·ated and photo-journalis­
tic. And for viewers, it prn­
\·ilks a common ground from 
which to grasp tht!se a.ni:)::,." 
wiJdy differing mcss:ig.:s. 

Only artists from IsrJ1.:l :rnd 
thl! Pall!Stinian tcrritorit,::-i 
wl!r� chosen bc�:iusc th.:ir 
confrontations arl! well 
k�own ::rnd close!y ,..,·a!ch1:d 
1round the world. ;\nists whu 
created images lhat are both 
personally relevant and uni• 
vers:illy recognizable ,vcrc 
chosen for the exhibition. ,\; 
a result, these photographs 
retlect many aspects of ev­
eryday reality in the region 
::u the beginning o( lhc 21st 
century. 

Artists represented in tile 
exhibition include Issa Freij. 
Amit Geron, Yehoshu.1 
Glotman, Noel Jabbour. Adi 
N�s. Naomi Tereza Salmon, 
Tamir Sher, Osama Silwadi. 
Sh1ron Ya'ari, Lee Yanor anJ 
Khaled Zighari. 

Two special events will 
take place in the gallery dur­
ing the exhibition. On Sun­
day, Jan. 28, at 2 p.m., Aspi­
rations co-curator, Nella 
Cassouto, will share her J)<:r­
sonal insights about the art­
ists and their work. On Sun­
day, March 4, at 2 p.m., Aspi­
rations co-curator Robert 
Steams and mediation spe­
cialist Patricia Williams will 
discuss the making of this 
exhibition and the power of 
communities around the 
globe. 

A full-color catalog of the 
exhibition will be available 
for S 10. 

Aspirations: J'oward " 
Furure in the Middle East 
will travel in Latin America 
to Buenos Aires, Argentina: 
Santiago, Chile; Havana. 
Cuba, and Monterrey. 
�lexico. and will continue 
its United States tour begin­
ning in Chicago in mid-
2002. 

Amit Ceron, Untitled (.1/ar,aba). 

Issa Frcij, Worker. 

The 1.:xhibition is sup­
poncu by U1e Ohio Building 
Authority. Media sponsors 
include Columbus Alive, 
Small ll!,siness News, Time 
W�?rncr Communica[ions 
and W\\'('1)/CDI0I. 

In 1 'J96 Israel and the 
St:ue of Ohio signed a cul• 
lUr:ll cxch:mgt: agrccmem to 
f:ici lit:.uc cx.:hangc opportu­
niti�s it1 the �ns. cduca[ion 
:mJ humanitks. The agrce­
m�·nt orx:m:d lhl! door for art­
ist and exhibition exchJngcs 
between Ohio and Israel. 
Common Ground: Contem­
porary l.andscapes from Is­
rael and Ohio was the first 
e,hibitiun to 1akc place ,un­
dt!r lhe a0ri:e mcm 

The Riffe Gali'ery. oper­
ated by the Ohio Arts Coun­
cil, shO\\'cases the work of 

Ohio's artists and curators, 
and the collections of the 
state's museums and ealler­
ies. TI1e gallery is in the Vern 
Riffe Center for Government 
and the Arts, State and High 
Streets. Hours are Monday 
and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; Wednesday, Thur;day 
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m .. and 
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. Ad­
mission is fret!.

For information, or to 
schedule a tour, call the Riffe 
Gallery at 644-9624. 

Working with national 
corporations, philamhropic 
and ans organizations, the 
Ohio Ans Council's lmema­
tional Program is recognized 
as a leader in cultural :l!ts 
exchanges among U.S. s131e 
arts agencies. 
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Ph�to exhibit depicts conflict, everyday life in Middle East
By�{EMARYGOOOBURN �iii --�"'-'&J&-•®14 ,;.ii&W{ e MidiM±#h I I. �-.::W 
S11burbo1t NtwJ Rtpo<ttr · . .. · .. 

I
. nsight inlo lhe dark.ly 
complicated relalions 

between Israelis · • and 
Palestinians can be found in­
a photography exhibit that 
opens Thursday at the Riffe 
Gallery. · 

"Aspirations: Toward a 
Future in the Middle East" 
features I 70 pictures taken by 
11 Israeli and Palestinian 
photographers, said Robert 
Steams, program director. 
The exhibit was organized 
and produced by the Ohio -
Arts Council. : ; - · · .-.. 

-After closing here April 8, · 
the photo exhibit will travel• 
to Argentina, Chili, Cuba and 
Mexico. It returns to the 
United States in the summer 
of 2002, when it will be dis­
played in Chicago; 

The exhibit-offers one cen­
tral message, said Steams: 
"We can live together here. It 
is possible for people of a dif­
ferent background to live in 
the same part of the world." 
· At the same 'time, the 

exhibit does not skirt tensions 
that plague the area. Subjects 
range from confrontation to · 

. national pride, friendship and 
the area's natural beauty. · 

The Ohio Arts Council had 
been considering an Arab­
Israeli-themed' exhibit· for· a 
long time, . Steams said. 
Members . decided photo­
graphs would tell the tale best 
because · they show real 

. . 
A conversation between a Jewish man and an Arab woman is the subject of this untitled photo 
from the Ohio Arts Council's "Aspirations" exhibit. 

images. 
."We want to tell a story, 

not.just .show studio �." 
Steams said. 

The title, "Aspirations,". 
was chosen for its suggestion 
of optimism. •·. · . •. Co-curator Nella Cassouto; 
an Israeli, will discuss .the : 
photographs, the artists and 
her country at the gallery at 2 
p.m. Sunday. . . 

In another related event, 
Steams will team with con­
flict-resolution expert ·Pat· 
Williams at the· gallery at 2 

■ "Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle 
East" will run from Thursday through April 8 in 
the Riffe Gallery, Yem Riffe Center, 77 s. High St.

. �· :i". : ..• 

p·.m: March 4 to discuss not 
only the · problems but the 
day-to-day life in the country. 

Most of the region's peo­
ple, Steams said, . co-exist 
peacefully and lead relatively 
safe and normal lives. This is 
true even· despite long--stand­
ing conflicts over· land and 

.... ··- .. - .. ,.·,•· 
history; �he �id.:-.::·._.::·.·'••"•• 

"For the most part, everyJ 
· day people -get along _with 
·each other reasonably well," 
Steams said.· "But I don't 
want to minimize the situa­
tion: It's. very. disturbing 
these days." · ·. · • ' i 

�e p���-� invited to j 

An Israeli soldier and Palestinian children are pictured In this . 
untitled image from "Aspirations: Toward a Future .. ln the 
Middle East.: The exhibit will remain on display through April . 8 at the Riffe• G�Uery. • •.. •, . . , 
opening reception at the 
gallery at 77 S. �gh SL from . 
5 to 7 p.m. Thursday. . 

Regular viewing hours are 
IO a.�. to 4 p.m. �onday and 

Tuesday, IO a.m. to 8 p.lT). 
Wec!J:iesday through Friday, 
noon .to 8 p.m. Saturday and 
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. 

Admission is free . 
./ 
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'Aspirations' captures daily life in a land of sorrow 
By Christopher A. Y a1es 
For 17,e Dispatch 

ews reports from the Israeli-
• <>1estinian conflict bombard our 
lives every day. It is difficult to 
remember a year or month "ithout a 
tragedy, horror or spectacle from 
the Middle East. Quenching the 
public's thirs"t for sensation and 
drama, the media saturate the 
airwaves \\ith photographic images 
that document and reveal the 
conflict. 

in "Aspirations: Toward a Future 
in the � Liddle East," we see yet 
another stream of images from the 
Holy Land. However, rather than the 
familiar barrage of gunfire and rock 
thrm,ing, we "itness images 
created by both Palestinian and 
Israeli artists li,ing day-to-day amid 
the conflict. 

There is no single message found 
"ithin the photographs. Each artist 
presents images that are more about 
indh idual image-making and less 
about social pUJ1)0Se. This fact is 
both a strength and a weakness. 
Essentially, the exhibit offers a less 
"in your face" ,iew of life in Israel at 
tl,e sk-ut of the 21st century. 

The work of the 11 photographers 
encompasses a broad range of styles and 
techniques. There are large-scale color 
iniages, gelatin silver prints, digital prints 
and photosensitive emulsions. 

Some of the best images come from 
photographers working for newspapers and 
international news agencies. Such iniages 
are docwnenrary in nature and reveal 
unstaged moments of life in Israel. 

in On the \Vay to the Wedding, Khaled 
iari (Al-Quds, Jerosalem Post, Reuters, 

. _-;sociated Press) reveals how security 
precautions affect the lives of Palestinians. A 

well-dressed man escorts his date through 
an Israeli checkpoint Tainted by a gantlet of 
soldiers and metal tire spikes in the road, the 
simple joy of attending a wedding becomes 
an ordeal. 

Jowmilistic docun,entation is key to the 
work ofOsanta Silwadi (Al-Ayyam, Agence 
France Press, Reuters). Filled "ith hwuor, 
Silwadi's iniages capture "slice of life" 
moments. In ,\wailing the Amini of 
Jacques Chi roe, a group of clergy stands on 
a wind-swept airfield. Dressed in their 
vestn1ents, they struggle not to lose their 
hats. 

ABO\'E: On the \Vay to the 
Wedding by Khaled 
Zighari 

LEFT: From '·Openings" 
series by Tamir Sher 

Several images are apolitical. The Israeli• 
Palestinian conflict is not immediately 
apparent in such work. In hi5 series 
"Lawns," Sharon Ya'ari focuses on the 
connection between people and the 
environment His large-scale color images 
feature vistas -.ith grassy fields. 

By photographing stark desert 
landscapes, Amit Geron evokes a sense of 
history. In U11titled Marsalxi, Geron 
photographs the Marsaha mona.stery. Built 
in 439, destroyed in 619, and rebuilt by the 
Russian Church in 183-5. tl,e monastel)· is a 
popular tourist site. 

■•Aspirations: Toward a Future In the 
Middle East" is on view through April 8 
in the Ohio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery, 
77 S. High St. Hours: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Wednesday.friday, noon-8 p.m. 
Saturday and nooll-4 p.m. Sunday. Cail 
614-728-2239 or 614-644-9624. 

Probing into the psyche, se,·eral artists 
explore how place reveals one's inner life. In 
her series 'Palestinian Interiors," Noel 
Jabbour docwuents the objects foW1d in 
Palestinian homes. Photographed against a 
backdrop of crumbling walls, the objects she 
chooses represent the aspirations, drean1S 
and tragedies of the Palestinian people . 

Tarnir Sher photographs enigmatic 
parking-garage entrances. In his series 
"Openings," he creates dark, ominous spaces 
echoing a life spent W1der constant watch. 
Security doors meant to protect become 
threatening and exclusionary. One wonders 
which side of the door is safest 

Much thought arises from the work 
presented in "Aspirations." However, the 
thoughts are produced not solely from the 
iniages. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a 
chronic problem. Through the instant access 
of modem media, we v,atch as two peoples 
tear themselves apart Glimmers of hope are 
rare and short-lived. 

The images presented in "Aspirations" 
offer no solutions and little new insight It is 
difficult to compete with a story that 
continues to saturate magazines, 

, . From "Palestinian Interiors" series by Noel Jabbour Awaiting tire Arrival of Jacques Chirac by Osama Silwadi newspapers and television. 
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Postcards from the Middle· East 
�sra.eli and Palestinian photographers 
find common ground at_ the Riffe Center 

by Melissa Starker 

Cal u�lov<; A\ t • J-0 
. ;\,; "ft��f; :-.r. 

0 ( ( you can touch it-I don't care," photographer Amit Geron said to a visitor at a preview of Aspirations, the new Riffe Gallery exhibit. Geron has three works taking.up a central wall, all large-format silver-gelatin prints of idyllic land�capes, unframed and held up with tacks. There's no barrier between art and viewer, no glass to muddy the picture's surface with reflection-· -just clear- images of clear days. One photo shows a group of casually dressed friends enjoying a picnic on the edge of a hearty forest. They could be anywhere. 
The idyllic moment was captured in a 

place internationally known as a hotbed of 
political discord and violence. Bur that's not 
the point here. !n the common, accessible 
medium of photography, Palestinian and 
Israeli artists were asked to show their home­
land as they see it each day, with all the in_ci­
dental interactions between the two peoples. 
Each photographer included feels strongly 

about the need for real peace. in the streets as 
well as in a sustainable rreary. Their individ­
ual results are powerful. artistically endearing 
and utterly universal . 

The politics of the Middle East seem to 
have come into play only in the gradual evo­
lution of the show. According to Robert 
Stearns from Arts Midwest. Ohio Arts 
Council head Wayne Lawson originally con-

10 • COLUMBUS ALIVE• MARCH 15, 2001·• www.alivewired.com 

racred him two years ago about a show 
.encompassing the entire Middle East. Stearns 
agreed to co-curate the show with lsraeli 
curator Nella Cassouto, a former visiting pro­
fessor at Ohio State University who worked 
with OAC previously on the similarly themed 
Common Grounds exhibit. 

Stearns· and Cassouto traveled together 
through the Israel region for three weeks, 
meeting with artists and examining submis­
sions. Stearns called it "a wonderful journey," 
though the logistics of travelinf circuitous 
routes through border checkpoints turned 
short-distance trips into four-hour odysseys. 

Photography was chosen_ as the focus 
because, as Stearns said, "You can present 
work from artists of very .different back­
grounds. Ir's more of a lever playing field." 
Also, there's no marker for art-for-art's-sake 
in the Palestinian economy; this opened the 
selection process to Palestinians making their 
living as photojournalists. 

"After this decision, the curators sought 



.;� 
C,_olvh\.bu5 A(lje, 
Corti- l.{HJeol ·. · 

work from countries incfuding Syria and 
Lebanon. The lack of peace agreements 
bclween Israel and these countries, however, 

meant that Cassou10 could not travel to them·. 
Jordan was also considered. until one of ihe 
photographers dropped out. He feared for his 
job in an org,inization promoting Arab cul­
ture should he participate, due to the heated 
relationship between Jordan and Palestine. 

"We decided we're going to have10 focus 
th is is going 10 have to be an 

»raeli/Palestin_ian show," Stearns explained. 
"By focusing on these, we're f4?cusing on the 
core of the conllic1:· 

As Geron·s .work shows, no matter what 
the political landscape, the earthen reality of 
the area has a beauty that can't be perma­
nently sullied by the millennia-old turf war. "l 
wanted 10 test how we could merge with the 
land without getting involved with the con-· 
flier," he explained. He accomplishes this by 
capturing gorgeous vistas in the visual con­
text of vacation photos or picture postcards. 

Universally recognizable images permeate 
the show, placing. hea\y emphasis on the 
commonalities of all nations and all people, 
The first set of photos a viewer sees on the far 
left gallery wall is Sharon Ya'ari's lawm series. 
The green fields offer a bridge of the cultur­
al gap through la�vn care, an obsession of 
Americans and-a way in which neighbors 
have gotten to know each other since the 
post-World War II birth of the suburbs. 

Tamir Sher chronicles the entrances 10 
parking lots in the Openings series. Con�rete 
and dotted lines look familiar, yet these pic­
tures conjure a dread at what's· within the 
shadows behind the entrance: Sher uses per­
spective for a taste of claustrophobia. 

Adi Ness adopts one of the most recog­
nizable images in art-Leonardo DaVilici's Th, last Supper-for a photo of the same 
name posed with men in Israeli army uni­
forms. In its huge presentation, a window·s 
·•tlection casting a golden halo on the central 

He and t�e many bullet holes that dot the 
dlls behind them are clearly defined. 

Breathtaking images with neither a sense 
of ·place ot time come from Lee Yanor, an 
Israeli who lived in Paris and· has concentrat­
ed on dance phocography. In Th, Dane,, 
members of Pina Bausch Dance Theatre are 
fluid, ethereal and passionate in a string of 
images printed on curling canvas and nailed 
to a common base. Above, monochromatic 
roses, not taking the chance of inciting 
through color, fly on parchment-like fabric as 
flags for a non-existent, but probably peace­
ful nation. 

Even when the artists give a specific sense 
of their homeland and its people, there are• 
unexpected ties ,hat bind: Noel Jabbour's 
shots of l'alminian Jnrm·ors, while ·often 
including signs in a language most of us can't 
decipher, also present a glossy head .shot of 

. Jason Priestly from Bnerly Hills. 90210 
among family photos and, in one home. what 
looks like a desiccated goat. In the ·most 
light-hearted pan of the show, Naomi Tereza 
Salmon compiles souvenirs from the area for Black Box: Souvmir, fom Jrrad. Through her, 
we learn that one can find snow globes in 
Bethlehem and Bazooka bubble gum and a 
Stanley measuring tape that reads "Peace 
Now" on its side in Jerusalem. 

for Americans watching the Middle East 
crisis from halfway across the worla, this 
exhibit allows a chance to look at the 
humanity within both sides, as well as to 
examine our own understanding of the 
region and its troubles. Stearns found that in 
c0nversation with educated friends about 
this project, many had no clear understand­
ing of the conflict's history. Also," contrary 

· co expectations, in Stearn's three-week visit 
·10 gather photography, more people were 
murdered in the city of Columbus than in 
the West Bank. Perhaps in the causes and 
possible solutions of one conflict is the key 
to ending them all. Aspirations: Toward a Future in rh, Middle 
East will be on display in the Riffe Center 
Gallery, 77 S. High St., through Sunday, 
April 8. Dial 466-2613 for info. '.!ll

.. �• � .. ,-.-:I 

opposite page: The Lase Supper by Adi Nes;
this page: Untitled (Marsaba) lry A111it Gero11.
Both photos are part of the Ohio Arts Cou11.cil's 
Aspirations: Toward a Future in the Middle East 

. exhibit .urre,uly 011 view at the Riffe Gallery 

· · . · · Peace Projec� . ·. .
•..• Through the Riffe Gallery's education director/J_uliQtten, _and local mediation expert 

•• Patricia Williams, kids from several Columbus area .sctiools and the Americorps·sponsored 
�;.- Children of the Future program will have their own 'lisions ·of community h�ng alon_gside the 
. ; images of Aspirotions. The Aspirotions.Photo Project wHf be.introduce� at necep(iono,n 
':"Tuesday, March 20. ·,�::.c-�'..\f'S:':\.' '"' •· 4·�•-.:;:;,; '',,'

-:_ .. , Otten found it challenging at :�,,:; ,,-:.·::, -./::-c.,-.- .. first to come· up with a project ·. · · '•,:-.:-:¢', that<would resonate with.the · <,;:."·.:<·,,· Middle East-themed exhibit and 
. with· the local children- partici· 

;,;_ pating:-.She found inspiration in 
-'. the common theme of individuals 
::fat homfin their communities. 
7,.:-J. Williams, agency school coor· 
1 :dinator� for the non-profit 
'·· Communiiies�7' in ··. Schools 

Columbus, . realizea · the Riffe. 
.. Gallery show Iii perfectly into a . . . • . .. . . conflict resolution program in· photo by Cbrut1n.� l1_1l!o;Pf!'tt����r:,;,ct!btt7! .Actt �;l:;.,: .., . ��•:;!'�,z,_ .. �...._.,.,....,-,-��-- • place at several of the·schools .•· • .'11';:;;,.t,�w;�,, ..... ;u :··_:· .l • she works-with, including Parkmoor Academy, Beck'.Urban Academy-and South High· . 00 • -;�' 

Together, they enlisted the help of school administrators;_ttien children were asked _to. ta_ke: '; 
pictures of !heir neighbor_hoods. Parkmoor and Be�t,,.used,]rtis_ls·!n1� ce to_hejl'_���B:: a, the mechanics of the medtum. · •·· · , · · , · �«fl��,��� � .•• :�i�'fI:t 

• •;.-Evelyn lkehorn, principal of Parkmoor Academy:�id that this isJhe, fi_rs\ .. e th(sc;_fiool J;' 
has used al} artist-in-residence, but added that the arts:_lia'vii'atwifs:i>etn_:Jntegraf to'.the -� 

-mhool's.curriculum. As a mo�el school for the ;d(s.t.�ift�-�Jl!���(!'i��J���Q��:.�hoo�g.f_.:;f .·.,Education, Parkme>"or has.for five.years explored·d1�ere_nt-'Nays_ of11mp10vmg how,�,d�nt�;,1
--

.. learn and how teachers share information for a fullyJ!!,\;9.ra,�g;�c.!!.[�91;.!!! J�S:1f P.l�f{��i;. 
• ; Project, math and science were studie� in th� P�?togt�PJi(P..W.e�;-and. wn_tt�gf et1 • ;.f play. when. each. student pro�ided. �. photo cap\10Q;lJ)J.c�rgt�1h th�. pr�Ject,m ··, • 
,.t,benchmarks.' .,, .. :-,�:;;,,-;;-'iJ,�•�,t: ... «,�-;-1..--;p,,"r' "'������·' 
,;...f .ddore importantly, ihe project holds the possi . . 

. 
. -� '·­

·'..1 from diverse neighborhoods around the city to. t 
�;;;a country_ In ;which it's scarily common. for-school j · \ the project-wisely brings together the learning of .''· 
,;:,i:,-Otfen found the impact of t�e "project obvious" , .'tic , e C _il�r�:�, ·� , - s., _uld:;:,, 
· .tell which kid� were thinking abo�� what they .shot! an.d_t���g�t�_tot atof!!.f��,un\\Y,._ 

stie ;i.
':-:said, Children of the Future participants, at·nsk k1ds,�h(!.J!l�ktn_f�_ll]lll_umtytc��t��' a_ <:j school, often used the centers as their subject, which Otten'found'personall :: 

said a lot about the role art can have in these kid_s'. i[v�s . .,;;;>�,r.���}'"f;: "' 
- . The Aspirotions Photo Project will hang through March 27.:, · , ·�' ,:, , , . 
. , ., .. ,: .. ;,, • _ . 

: : .. , .. , >.·, �-Mel/s'sa"Starker :i'..i�·- ,,.. ! , .... _ \.. � • •• ... 

,"'-·;_ •• ��_:_;_•�--�~.·�
,?

-· .•.·',·/ . .. ...,.�_ ... ��d::.; ... �-.-� ,. �- ·•·> .,, ,-:4�.-. ·-


	2001.1_Press1
	2001.1_Press2



