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Our interest in the Amish has grown over the years. What began as an awareness has 
developed into an appreciation of their lifestyle, handmade crafts, and the unintentional 
similarities of these hand crafts to modern art. Along the way, we have evolved in our 
understanding of the Amish way of life. Through this understanding, we have recognized 
the importance of the need to document and preserve Amish culture thus enabling future 
generations to experience a connection with this very important part of Ohio history. 

Tom and I were raised in Indiana. We share and enthusiasm for the study of history. 
Tom has a degree in History from Wabash College. His parents were collectors. 
Growing up, he was surrounded b'y works of art. He developed an appreciation for quilts 
through his Mother's use of them as bed covers. I grew up in Northern Indiana where I 
encountered the Amish culture on car trips fo visit my Grandparents. I later learned of 
Amish life when I toured an Amish home that was opened to the public. I developed my 
appreciation of quilts looking at quilts that had been made by my Grandmothers. Many 
years later, after we had moved to Ohio, we happened on a quilt dealer at an antique 
show. He had several Amish quilts for sale. They spoke to us. The quest had begun. 

We began reading everything we could find, about the Amish and their quilts. Initially, 
we approached our appreciation of Amish quilts from different perspectives. I was more 
interested in the mechanics of the process of hand crafting a quilt. I looked at the care 
taken in piecing the intricate patterns, the size and evenness of the hand quilting, and the 
condition of the quilt. Tom, although mindful of the qualities I looked for in a quilt, 
looked beyond the mechanics to the design. He saw a comparison between Amish quilts 
and Modern Art. The very graphic quality of the quilt design combined with strong, 
vibrant colors employed by many Ohio Amish quilt makers awoke an interest that 
developed far beyond our imaginings. 

As we continued to seek superlative examples of Amish quilt making, we were presented 
with opportunities to add dolls, toys, children's clothing, sewing accessories, show towels 
and furniture made for Amish children to our collection. It became evident to us that we 
had a unique opportunity to form a collection which would document Amish culture. 

When the Amish culture established itself in Ohio, it was an agrarian culture. The Amish 
were able to support themselves, for many generations, by working the land. As the 
Amish population increased and the demand for land by non-Amish individuals rose, the 
Amish culture was forced to change. Many Amish now own their own businesses. They 
supply goods and services to the Amish and the non-Amish alike. Others are employed 
to work in factories, restaurants and shops, to name a few. However, as the Amish 
culture has changed, so too has its tradition to create harid crafted items. Quilts, show 
towels, dolls and child size furniture once found in every household are a distant 
memory. 
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So that the memory of the Amish culture in Ohio does not disappear, we have attempted 
to collect items which tell its story. We have documented, when possible, the origin of 
the items. And in extraordinary instances, we have documented the name of the original 
owner. In the case of this collection: Made by Loving Hands: Amish Children's Clothing, 
Toys, and Quilts from the Thomas and Marsha French Collection, we have collected 
items which tell the story of an Amish child's way of life. These items, combined with 
our collection of Amish quilts and full size furniture, will help to document the vanishing 
Amish culture. 

The establishment of a repository for a study collection of Amish culture is a goal of 
ours. Similar projects have been cpmpleted in Indiana and Pennsylvania. But, Ohio, 
with the largest concentration of the Amish in the United States, has no permanent place 
to view, much less study the vanishing culture of the Ohio Amish. 

We are very pleased to be able to share this collection of Amish children's objects. We 
are thankful to Jean Druesedow, Director of the Kent State University Museum, for all 
her efforts in putting this show together. We are also grateful to Mary Gray, Director of 
the Riffe Gallery, and the Ohio Arts Council for hosting the opening of the show. 

Just as our awareness of the Amish lifestyle and handmade crafts has grown into an 
appreciation, our hope is that those who visit this exhibit will experience a similar 
appreciation of this very important part of Ohio History. 
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