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oils without faces, 
toy dogs, a well
loved stuffed 
bunny missing its 
ears,handcrafted 
doll furniture and 
startlingly bright 
red stockings: The 

"English," even those who grew up 
alongside the Amish in Holmes or 
Wayne county, might be surprised at
the toys and accessories of Amish 
children. 

Tom and Marsha French, a young 
couple originally from Indiana and 
�ow living in Fairlawn, Ohio, were 
surprised too. They began collecting 
Amish quilts and quickly progressed 

Related events: 
• A lecture by Dr. Wayne

Weaver, Holmes County 
pfzysician and author of the _ 
memoir �t Between My ;Foes: 
An Amish Boy's Journey, tlurd
floor mezzanine, Riffe Center, 
2 p.m. May 6, free. 

• 4 faµri]y day with
children's activities, Amish 
crafts and Amish food, Riffe 
Gallery, 2--4 p.m. May 20, free. 

,, 

' e' 
to children's toys and clotlµng. More 
than 100 pieces,.Jx:qfu-�eir c;:oll�on 
will go on view this evening in the 
Riffe Gallery's exhibit "Made by 
Loving Hands: Amish Children's 
Clothing, Toys and Quilts." 

What began as a simple awareness 
of a culture, Marsha French said, 
"developed into an appreciation of 
lifestyle, homemade crafts and the 
unintentional similarities of these 
hand crafts to modern art." 

The Frenches had loaned one of 
their quilts to Jean Druesedow, 
director of the Kent State University 
Museum, for an exhibit Druesedow, 

, impressed with their collection, put 
together "Made by Loving Hands.• 

"Many of these things are from 
Holmes County,• Druesedow said "It 
seemed like a wonderful idea for an 
exhibit since we're living in an area 
so rich in old-order Amish. 

"There's a mystique about the 
Amish on the part of the English. It's 
interesting to see· the personal 
expression in the children's toys and 
clothing. The wool stockings are a 
surprise. They're made of very bright 
colors not usually associated with the 
Amish." 

The Amish, strict Christians who 
believe that God's people should 
separate themselves from the 
surrounding world, shun technology 
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AMISH CRAFTS 

A toy oak 
dresser and 

children's toys
from Ohio 

are mad� and collected 
_ with loving hands f 

- Toy dogs from Ohio and Pennsylvania, about 1910
David M. Thum photos 

■ ''Made by Loving Hands: Amish Children's
Oothing, Toys and Quilts'' will open with a
reception from 5 to 7 tonight at the Ohio Arts
Council's Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St. The
exhibit will continue through July 8. Hours:
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Tuesday; 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
We<_lnesday-Friday, noon-8 p.m:..�turday �d
noon-4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is free.
Call 614-644-9624.

ABoVE: A boy's shirt, vest and 
trousers; a child's chair; and a girl's 
dress from Indiana 

LEFl': Girls' bonnets made of wool 
gaberdin( cotton, satin ·and sheer 
cotton, from Ohio 
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$id embrace hard work and a largely agrarian life. 
, Their clothing is handmade in dark or subdued 
colors and without omamentation., 
: Even buttons primarily are used just for children's 
�lothing; hooks, eyes, snaps and pins seive as fasten
ers in adult clothes. 
: The red, yellow and bright blue stockings, how
�ver, articulate an appreciation for, color, even if that 
color is reserved for an unseen part of children's 
attire or, perhaps, a doll's dress. 
. Druesedow said that the Amish maintain a fme
t\med "sense of play," evident in games and toys. 

\ 

"The children play softball and baseball, go sled
ding and skating. A lot of th�ir play is work-oriented, 
teachi/.lg children skills." 

Sewing kits, doll furniture, doll clothes and games 
are found in U1e exhibit. Dolls all are faceless, reflect
ing the Amish aversion to "graven inlages." The dolls 
obviously have been well-loved and well-played with, 
Dru�dow said. 

"I think people will be surprised at the amount of 
color in this exhibit," she added. "There's a charm 
about the hanch}lade quality of items, but another 
thing·that surprised me was that many of the pieces 
aren't particularly well-qtade." 

"That's part of the charm;" Marsha French said. 
"Perhaps a doll was made, and, later on, a little girl, 
learning sewing skills, made a dress." 

The chapging craftsmanship also may reflect a 
change in Amish culture, Druesedow said. 

Even the Amish have difficulty warding off in
fluences from an American society that has left be
hind a slower, rural lifestyle-in favor.of mass-produc
tion and urban frenzy. 

/ 

The toys in the exhibit are almost touching, repre
senting a lifestyle threatened on several fronts. 

Many families have abandoned fanning in favor 
of 
operating businesses, and many teen-agers, particu
larly boys,. "go off and do crazy things - cars, dlink
ing, smoking," Druesedow said. "Most of them come 
'back to the Amish life style." 

The Frenches advocate the establishment of 
some 
repository to collect works and study Amish culture 
in Ohio. They believe that their collection helps to 
"tell the story of an Amish child's way of life." 

"These items, combined with our collection of 
Amish quilts and full-sized furniture, will help docu
ment the vanishing Amish culture," Marsha French 
said. 

ngilson@dispatch.com 
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Playthings 
The Riffe Gallery's new exhibit develops 
a strange relationship with its subject 
by Melissa Starker 

In the hills of northeastern Ohio, a reli
gious sect whose secret ways are little known 
to outsiders resides ·among people just like 
you and me. Families are tightly knit and 
rarely stray far from the community. Worship 
is an important part of their daily life, as 
important as hard work. They teach children 
this ethic when they are barely old enough to 
understand what labor is. Kids are also given 
time to play, however, with rudimentary toys 

& t) 

natural evolution of America, the purity of 
their way of life is ripe for e�osion. One 
change made is the acceptance of retail as a 
trade, an area that was off-limits to the Amish 
before the 19 50s, when there were enough 
farms to go around. 

In an exhibition statement, Marsha French 
tells of first becoming aware of Amish hand
iwork during childhood visits to her grand
parents' home. Later, for her, the crafts took 

new minimalism of designers like Yohji 
Yamamoto and Miuccia Prada. Their collec
tions share a similarly limited use of color and 
a simplicity of purpose. 

But Made by Loving Hands, while presented 
in an art gallery, doesn't feel like an art show. 
It is meant, according to a passage posted on 
the Riffe Gallery wall, to be an appreciative 
glance at a supposedly simpler way of life, 
one lost to most of us, through the artifacts of 
childhood. In that way, it's more of an 
anthropological exhibit, like something 
found in a natural history museum with dio
ramas and mannequins standing in for the 
society's inhabitants. The problem with that 
perspective is that the Amish are still kicking. 
They have adapted to the modern world with 
only the smallest modifications in their rules 
of conduct. 

Scattered among the stockings, toys and 
strawberry-shaped pincushions 
on makespift glass pedestals (left
over from cake dishes that have 
broken) are a series of black and 
white photographs taken in New 
Wilmington, Pennsylvania, by 
William E. Lyons. During a pre
view of the show, Lyons 
explained how he acquired the 
photos with a telephoto lens so 
his subjects wouldn't know they 
were being shot. He said his rea
soning was respect; the Amish 
consider portrait photography to 
be graven imagery (the same rea
son why every doll on display is 
faceless). But his actions feel 
instinctively disrespectful instead, 
like Lyons saw an imaginary line 
he shouldn't cross and thought he 
spotted an ethical way around it. 

Girl's dress, boy 's shirt, vest @d ir"'°o,;;ers; children� chair; Elkhart or LaGrange County, Indiana; date unknown 

Since the photographer's 
technique seemed as above-board 
as a paparazzo's, I sought an 
opinion from someone with more 
experience in th"is area-my 
father-in-law, Wes Starker, a 
hard-working, well-liked man 
who grew up in Holmes County 
and attended a single-room 

made of cotton, denim and wood. 
The Amish exist alongside "English," as 

we outsiders are known, and always smile 
and wave at passersby, whether they're drawn 
by horses or horsepower, but the -society is an 
ongoing, unapproachable mystery to some. 
Through amassing vintage toys and cloth 
goods, Thomas and Marsha French have 
learned· something of the day-to-day life of 
Amish communities in Pennsylvania, Indiana 
and Holmes County, Ohio, a lifestyle that's 
changed little over three centuries. Samples 
from their rnllection are currently on view in 
Made by Loving Hands: Amish Children's 
Clothing, Toys and OJ!,z1ts, at the Riffe Gallery. 

Collectors' interest in these materials has 
intensified recently, maybe due to the grow
ing remoteness-among high-speed Internet 
service and WWF wrestling-of a society 
that shuns electricity, running water and vio
lence. Or maybe because the Amish commu
nity's belief in productive uses doesn't leave 
much leftover to collect, or because in the 

on an appeal similar to modern art, with their 
utilitarianism and minimalist aesthetic. 

That approach does undercut some of the 
preciousness inherent to a show of miniature 
outfits, crisp bonnets, well-loved dolls and 
homespun poetry by James Ashbrook Perkins 
exalting the Amish lifestyle. Small animals get 
their texture from a skin of leftover uphol
stery fabric or plain brown cotton. 
Adornment is so minimal, in fact, that one 
piece from 1890, labeled Toy Rabbit(?}, is as 
open to interpretation as an abstract painting. 
Personally, I think it's a pig. 

With nary a print in sight, clothing sticks 
with the accepted, solid colors of blue, pur
ple, black and brown; only in their stockings, 
which would slip inside high boots, were 
bright oranges and turquoises allowed to 
hide. Band collars, gathers on sleeves and legs 
(meant to be taken out later as the wearer 
grew) and a basic shape that's never fit to the 
individual body it will cover must have also, 
perhaps indirectly, been an inspiration for the 

schoolhouse alongside Amish children for a 
time. Today, he regularly conducts business 
with the community. 

Wes explained that like any religious 
group, there are varying levels of permissive
ness within the Amish society. Some commu
nity members might be put off by the picture
taking, while others would allow a snapshot. 
The only way to know is to ask them. 

Though they live very devoutly and insu
larly, travel by buggy and discontinue their 
classroom education at the eighth grade, on a 
basic level, the Amish are people just like you 
and me. Like anyone who makes the most of 
a hard, work-filled life, their community 
deserves a great deal of respect. But blending 
well-meaning respect with hands-off aggran
dizement can stir up something that smells a 
lot like condescension. 

The Riffe Center Gallery presents Made by 
Loving Hands: Amish Children's Clothing, Toys 
and OJ!,ilts through July 8. Call 466-2613 for 
more info.· :ii) 

www.columbusai 
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Riffe Gallery to show Amish children's items 
Q \\OLUMBUS - "Made By noon-4 p.m. For more informa- extended family and community State University Museum since 

Loving Hands: Amish Children's tion or to schedule a tour, call the offer many opportunities for chil- 1993. She curated for the Metro
Clothing, Toys and Quilts from Riffe Gallery at 1-614-644-9624. dren to play together. Amish chil- politan Museum of Art's Cos
the Thomas and Marsha French At a time when people seek to dren are given presents of games, tume Institute from 1978-84, and 
Collection" will be on display rediscover the-value of family and toys and dolls on special occa- has held faculty positions at 
from April 26 through July 8 at community within the context of sions such as birthdays and numerous schools across the 
the Ohio Arts Council's Riffe contemporary life, it is helpful to Christmas. They enjoy swimming country, including New York Uni
Gallery. examine the ways of the Amish as and ball games in the summer, versity and Miami University in 

Organized by the Kent State they strive to protect a simple . sledding and skating in the win- Oxford. 
University Museum and curated way of living. ter. "Made By Loving Hands: 
by Jean Druesedow, "Made By This exhibition helps the viewer A Supreme Court decision in Amish Children 's Clothing, Toys 
Loving Hands" features Amish to understand Amish children as 1972 allowed the Amish to create and Quilts" is supported by the 
children's articles made from they explore a world free of te�h- their own school system, and Ohio Building Authority. Media 
1870-1960. Included in the exhibi- nology but full of color, free of therefore preserve their way of sponsors include Columbus 
tion are dolls, stuffed animals, toy material wealth but full of imagi- life. Amish children attend one- Alive, Small Business News and 
furniture, quilts, sewing acces- nation, a world defined by the room schools without electricity, Tune Warner Communications. 
sories and boys' and girls' cloth- strict discipline of fait_h tempered and are taught by Amish teachers The Ohio Arts Council, a state 
ing including shirts, trousers, by love. from books published by the agency established in 1965, builds 
dresses, pinafores, bonnets and All aspects of Amish life reflect Amish. the state through the arts eco-
stockings. their belief in a simple and hum- Descended from the Anabap- nornically, educationally and cul-

An opening reception will be ble life. Clothing, their most tists of Zurich, Switzerland, who turally - preserving the past,
Thursday from 5-7 p.m. The exhi- immediate visual symbol of a life had branched off from the enhancing the present and
bition and the reception are both apart from Western urban cul- Protestant Reformation in the enriching the future for all
free to the public. ture, is functional and modest. 16th century, the Amish split from Ohioans.

The Riffe Gallery will present Colors are subdued, but brighter the Anabaptist Mennonite group The OAC believes the arts
Family Day on May 20, from 2-4 colors are sometimes used in pri- to follow the views of Jacob should be shared by the people of
p.m. Activities for kids and farni- vate circumstances. Ammann. Amish beliefs include Ohio. The arts arise from public,
lies include traditional Amish The colorful girl's stockings in a strict obedience to the teachings individual and organizational
crafts and samples of Amish food. this exhibit rarely would be seen of Jesus Christ, the function of efforts and the OAC support�-�¥
This event also is free to the pub- under long skirts and high-topped church members as accountable · encourages those efforts. / 
lie. shoes. Buttons are used for chil- to one another and separate from 

The Riffe Gallery, in the Vern dren's clothes and some work the world, and an ethic of love 
Riffe Center for Government clothes, but the majority of adult that rejects violence in all spheres 
and the Arts, State and High clothes are fastened with hooks of human interaction. 
streets, Columbus, is operated by and eyes or straight pins. For Amish children, these 
the Ohio Arts Council to show- Amish children's lives include beliefs are an immediate influ
case the work of Ohio's artists work, play and school. They are ence on their lives. Children begin 
and curators and the collections taught to prize practical, hands- attending worship at 6 weeks of 
of the state's museums and gal- on work that contributes to the age. Attending services helps chil
leries. welfare of the family and commu- dren develop patience, obedi-

Gallery hours are Monday and nity, and begin to help with chores ence, humility and a sense of 
Tuesday from 10 a.m.to 4 p.m., from the time they are able to unity. 
Wednesday through Friday from walk. Druesedow, an author, lecturer 

"- io a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday from Although work predominates in and scholar of costume history,
,on-8 p.m. and Sunday from Amish life, other activities of the has served as director of the Kent
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Too busy? Here's a simpler way of life 
Imagine a world without television, 

compufurs, telephones or cars. Imagine 
going to school in a one-room 
schoolhouse and spending summers 
working on your farm. Imagine using 
only clothes and toys made by your 
parents - no jeans ( or even zippers), 
sneakers, batteries or Barbie dolls, 

The world you are imagining is the 
real world of a group of people called 
the Amish, whose way of life has 
barely changed since they arrived in 
our country in the 18th century. You 
can experience the world of the Amish 
at the Ohio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery 
by viewing the exhibition "Made By 
Loving Hands: Amish Children's 
Clothing, Toys and Quilts From the 
Thomas and Marsha French 
Collection," which runs through July 8. 

The Amish came to America to 
escape religious persecution in 
Switzerland When they arrived in the 
United States, they settled in 
Pennsylvania first, but later spread 
throughout the country. Today, most 
Amish live in O�o, Pennsylvania 
and Indiana 

The largest Amish community is 
in northern Ohio, in Holmes 
County. The members 
have a strict set of 
beliefs that shape the way 
they live, from their modest 
clothes to the foods they eat. 
They have their own separate 
communities where they 
practice a way of life that values 
simplicity, modesty and nonviolence. 

But what does it mean to be 
Amish? just like you, Amish children 
are very busy. But instead of rushing 
off to soccer practice or piano lessons, 
they help their parents on the farm or 
with household chores. Instead of 
watching television, they rely on their 
imaginations and the land around them 
for entertainment 

Worship is a big part of family and 
community life. Every morning is 
begun with prayer, and Sunday 
worship services last much of the day, 
from 7:30 am until 3:30 p.m This may 

seem like a very long time to sit in one 
spot, but it teaches important values of 
patience, humility and a sense of 
belonging to the community. 

After worship, the community 
gathers for another important Amish 
ritual, the Sunday meal! Amish food, 
like every other aspect of Amish life, is 
simple. With an adult's help, try the 
recipe below for a taste of a famous 
Amish treat, Shoofly Pie. 

And don't forget to visit the Riffe 
Gallery, 77 S. High St, especially from 
2 to 4 p.m. Family Day on May 20, 
where you can try your hand at a. 
traditional Amish eraft and sample 
Amish food at the tasting table! 
Admission is free. 

For more information, call the 
Riffe Gallery at 614-644-9624. 

AMISH SHOOFIX PIES 
Crumb mixtur�
2 cups flour 
3/4 cup brown sugar 
l/3 cup margarine 
l/2 teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 

Syrup mixture 
1 cup molasses 

l/2 cup brown sugar 
2eggs 
1 cup hot water 
1 teaspoon baking soda, 

dissolved in the hot water 

2 unbaked 8-inch pie crusts 

Mix crumb ingredients together 
until crumbs are formed. In separate 
bowi mix syrup ingredients together. 
Pour l/2 of syrup into each pie shell, 
then top each with crumbs, using l/2 on 
each. Bake at 400 degrees for 10 
minutes.' Reduce heat to 350 degrees 
and bake for 50 more minutes. Cool 
completely before cutting. 

..... 

Sources: Information for Culture 
Creature was provided by the Ohio 
Arts Council, in cooperation with the 
Columbus Arts Marketing Council. 

/ 
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Get a glimpse 
of Amish life 
in Columbus 

;1ciLUMBUS - Made By loving
Hands: Amish Childi:ell 's Clothing,
Toys and Quilts fro!Il the Thomas andMarsha French Collection will be ondisplay from April 26 to July 8 at theOhio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery..Organized by th!l Kent StateUniversity Museum and curated byJean Druesedow, Made By loving

Hands features Amish children's arti-cles made from 1870 to 1960.Included in the exhibition are dolls,stuffed animals, toy furniture, quilts,sewing accessories and boys and girlsclothing including shirts, trousers,dresses, pinafores, bonnets and stockings. An opening reception will be heldApril 26 from 5-7 p.m. The event isfree and open to the public.The Riffe Gallery will present twospecial events in conjunction with thisexhibition. W13aver's memoirs. There willbe a lecture by Dr. Wayne Weaver, aHolmes Cou_nty physician raised inAmish cpuntry May 6 at 2 p.m.Weaver will provide insight into theAmish lifestyle and discuss his memoirs, Dust Between My Toes: An Amish
Boys Journey. The lecture will be heldon the third floor mezzanine of theVern Riffe Center. Family Day will be held May 20from 2-4 p.m. at· the Riffe Gallery.Activities for kids and familiesinclud� traditional Amish crafts andsamples of Amish: food. The event isfree. This exhibition helps the viewer touhde�st/ln_d · Amish children as the�expl9r�· � 'worli:l free of t�cJtpJlogy �mtfull uf color, free of material wealthb�t fuli �( imaginati�n, 'a" wo�lgdefined by the strict discipline of faitptempered by love. · · Amish beliefs. Descended fromthe' Anabaptists • of ' · Zurich;· Switzerland, who had· branched offfrom the Protestant Reformation in the16th century, the Amish split from theAnabaptist Mennonite group to follo:wthe views of Jacob Ammann. •· The Amish beliefs include a�strict obedience to the teachings of Jesus .Christ, the funs;tion of church members as accountable to one another andseparate from the world, and an ethicof love that rejects violence in allspheres of human interaction.For Amish children, these beliefsare arr immediate influence on theirlives. Children begin attending worship at six weeks of age. Attendingservices helps children developpatience, obedience, humility, and asense of unity.Gallery info. The Riffe Gallery isin the Vern Riffe Center forGovernment and the Arts, State andHigh Streets, Columbus. Hours areMonday and Tuesday, IO a.m. to 4p.m., Wednesday, Thursday andFriday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturdaynoon to 8 p.m. and Sunday noon to 4p.m. Admission is free. For information or to schedule a tour call the RiffeGallery at 614-644-9624. /
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�mish children's exhibit at Riffe Gallery 
"MA7)E _BY Loving Hands: 

Amish Children's Clothing, Toys 
�nd Quilts'' from the Thomas and
Marsha French Collection will be
pn display beginning April 26 until
,uly 8 at the Ohio Arts Council's
Riffe Gallery.

Organized by Kent State Univer
�ity Museum and curated by Jean 
Oresed9w, "Made by Loving 
�ands" features Amish children's

icles made from 1870 to 1960.
Included in the exhibition are

ilolls, stuffed animals, toy furniture,1quilts, sewing accessories and boys 
and girls clothing including shirts, 
trousers;dresses, pinafores, bonnets 
and stockings. 

An opening reception will be 
held April 26, from 5 to 7 p.m. The 
event is free and open to the public. 

The Riffe gallery will present 
family Day May 20, from 2 to 4 
p.m. Activities for kids and families
include traditional Amish crafts and
samples"'of Amish food. The event
is free and open to the public.

All aspects of Amish life reflect 
�heir belief in a 'simple and humble 
life. Clothing, their most immediate 
�isual symbol of a life apart from
�estem urban culture,, is functional
and modest. Clothes are subdued,
but brigpter colors are sometimes

used in private circumstances. The 
colorful girl's stockings in this ex -
hibit rarely would be seen under 
long skirts and high topped shoes. 
·Buttons are used for children's
clothes and some work clothes, but
the majority of adult clothes are fas
tened with hooks and eyes or
straight pins.

Amish children's lives include 
work, play and school. They are 
taught to price practical, hands-on 
work that contributes to the welfare 
of the family and community, and 
begin to help with comes from the 
time they are able to walk. Al
though work predominates in 
Amish life, other activities of the 
extended family and community of
fer many opportunities for children 
to play together. 

Amish children are given pre
sents of games, toys and dolls on 
special occasions such as birthdays 
and Christmas. They enjoy swim
ming and ball games in the summer, 
and sledding and skating in the win
ter. A Supreme Court decision in 
1972 allowed Amish to create their 
own school system, and therefore 
preserve their way of life. Amish 
children attend one-room schools 
without electricity, and are taught 
by Amish teachers from books pub-

lished by the Amish. 
Descended from the Anabaptists 

of Zurich, Switzerland, who had 
branched off from the Protestant 
Reformation in the 16th century, 
the Amish split from the Anabaptist 
Mennonite group to follow the 
views of Jacob Ammann. 

The Amish believe include a 
strict,obedience to the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, the function of church 
member as accountable to one an
other and separate from the world, 
and an ethnic of love that rejects vi
olence. in all spheres of human in
teraction. 

For Amish children, these beliefs 
are an immediate influence on their 
lives. Children begin attending wor
ship at six weeks of age. Attending 

services helps �hildren develop pa
tience, obedience, humility and a 
sense of unity. T h e 
Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio 
Arts Council, showcases the work 
of Ohio's artists and curators and 
the collections of the state's muse
ums and galleries. 

TO GO! The galley is in the 
Vern Riffe Center for Govern
ment and the Arts, State and 
High Streets, Columbus. Hours 
are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Saturday, noon to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, noon to 4 _p.m. Admis
sion is free. For information or to 
schedule a tour call the Riffe. 
Gallery at (614) 644-9624, 
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Exhibit offers insight to Amish life 
Kids today think they couldn't live without comput

ers and video games. 
_. The upcoming Riffe Gallery Family Day seeks to 
dispel such thoughts, as participants learn about the 
Amish lifestyle. 

The event is based on the Riffe Gallery exhibit �Made 
by Loving Hands: Amish Children's Clothing, Toys and 
Quilts," which runs through July 8. 

The display, on loan from the Kent State University 
Museum, hadn't appeared in public, education specialist 
Julie Otten said. 

The collection, from 1870 to 
1960, features Amish children's ar
ticles, including dolls, stuffed ani
mals, toy furniture and sewing ac
cessories, all with lessons for to
day's children, she said 

Elementary-school kids who 
have seen the exhibit, Otten said, 
have left with a deeper under
standing of how the Amish live, 
even in a multimedia world 

"They're surprised that what MICIELE 
we think of as a hardworking, 

LEMMON Spartan way of life is really not. 
Sometimes what we perceive as 
work is not necessarily perceived 
that way by the Amish. And, likewise, what we perceive 
as fun is not necessarily seen that way by other cul
tures." 

Although work dominates Amish life, family and 
community activities offer opportunities for play. 

The children swim and play ball in the summer; in 
the winter, they go sledding and skating -just as their 
·�nglish" neighboxs do.

As the Amish culture is passed down through the 
generations, the way of life is hardly portnlyed as any
thing less than fulfilling. 

Sewing, for example, is taught not as a dutiful chore, 
Otten said, but as a chance for fun: Girls might make 
clothes for their dolls. 

To emphasize how Amish children play, the Family 
Day eve_nt will focus on toy-making. 

"We'll be making wooden-spool dolls," Otten said. 
· "There also will be a taste of the Amish: We11 have
snacks like cheeses, preserves, breads and sweet treats,
and maybe we11 even get some whoopie pies."

She also will give families a tour of the exhibit 
The event for children of all ages will take place from 

2 to 4 p.m. Sunday at the gallery in the Riffe Cent.er, 77 S. 
High St Admission is free. 

For more infonnation, call 614-644-9624. 

GREAT AMERlcAN MUSICAL 
The Park Playhouse Teen Theatre will present My 

Fair Lady at 7:30 p.m. Friday and 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday in the Davis Discovery Cent.er, 549 Franklin ; • , 
Ave. The troupe, a program of the Columbus Recrea-
tion and Parks Department, is composed of teen
agexs from throughout central Ohio. Younger chil
dren will fill some roles. 

My Fair Lady, a Lerner and Loewe musical based 
on George Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion, tells the sto

. ry of a Coclmey flower girl who becomes a lady with 
the help of a domineering professor. 

Tickets cost $3. Call 614-MS-7469. 

CoNINJINGSHOWS 
■ Columbus Children's Theatre will present The

Bremen Town Musicians at 7:30 tonight and Friday; 
2, 4 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday; and 2 and 4 p.m. Sunday, 
and through May 20, in the Park Street"Theatre, 512 
N. Park St Tickets cost $11, or $8 for children, stu
dents and senior citizens or $5 more in the center
section; call 614-224-6672.

■ Phoenix Theatre Circle will present SnoO])'Y!!!
at 7:30 p.m. Friday; 1 and 2:30 p.m. Saturday; and 1, 
2:30 and 4 p.m. Sunday in the Riffe Center's Studio 
One Theatre, 77 S. High St. Tickets cost $8, or $5 for 
children; call 614-481-4360. 

Michele Lemmon is a free-lance writer. 
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·. Amish childr�n's clothes
• and toys on exhibit

�\'\COLUMBUS - "Made By Loving Hands: Amish Children's Clothing, T�s and Quilts" from .the Thomas and Marsha French Collection will be on display from April 26 to July 8 at the Ohio Arts Council's · Riffe Gallery, in Columbus. The display features Amish children's articles made from 1870 to 1960. Included are . dolls, stuffed animals, toy furniture, quilts, sewing accessories and children's clothing, including shirts, trousers, dresses, pinafores, bonnets and stockings. There is no charge to see the display. The Riffe Gallery "".ill present Family Day from 2 to 4 
\, __ . 

p.m. May 20.Activities for children andfamilies include traditional Amish crafts and samples of Amish food. This event also is free and open to the public. The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, is in the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts, State and High streets, Columbus. Hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m . Mondays and Tuesdays; 10 a.m.-8 . p.m. Wednesdaysthrough Fridays; noon to 8 p.m.. Saturdays; and noon to 4 p.m.Sundays.Admission is free. For information or to schedule a tour, call the gallery at (614) 644-9624.

Riffe Gallery to show Amish children's item� 
Q ,,OLUMBUS - "Mad� By noon-4 p.�. For more informa- extended family and community State University Museum sinceLoving Hands: Amish Children's tion or to schedule a tour, call the offer many opportunities for chil- 1993. She �ted for the MetroClothing, Toys and Quilts from Riffe Gallery at 1-614-644-9624. dren to play together. Amish chil- politan Museum of Art's Costhe Thomas and Marsha French At a time when people seek to dren are given presents of games, tume Institute from 1978-84, and Collection" will be on display rediscover the value of family and toys and dolls on special occa- has held faculty positions at from April 26 through July 8 at community within the context of sions such as birthdays and numerous schools across the the Ohio. Arts Council's Riffe contemporary life, it is helpful to Christmas. They enjoy swimming country, including New York UniGallery. ·· ··-- ·- · · ····- examine the ways of the Amish:as and ball games in the summer, versity and Miami University in Organized by the Kent State they strive to protect a simple . sledding and skating in the win- Oxford. University Museum and curated way of living. ter. "Made By Loving Hands: by Jean Druesedow, "Made By This exhibition helps the viewer A Supreme Court decision in Amish Children 's Clothing · Loving Hands" features Amish to understand Amish children :as 1972 allowed the Amish to create and Quilts" is supported bJ .: children's articles made from they explore a world free of tech- their own school system, and Ohio Building Authority. Media 1870-1960. Included in the exhibi- nology but full of color, free ·of therefore preserve their way of sponsors include Columbus tion are dolls, stuffed animals, toy material wealth but full of imagi- life. Amish children attend one- Alive, Small Business News and furniture, quilts, sewing acces- nation. a world defined by the room schools without electricity, Tune Warner Communications. sories and boys'. and girls' cloth- strict discipline of fait_h tempered and are taught by Amish teachers The Ohio Arts Council, a state ing including shirts, trousers, by love. from books published by the agency established in 1965, builds dresses, pinafores, bonnets and All aspects of Amish life reflect Amish. the state through the arts eco-stockings. their belief in a simple and hum- Descended from the Anabap- nornically, educationally and cui-An opening reception will be ble life. Clothing, their most tists of Zurich, Switzerland, who turally - preserving the past,Thursday from 5-7 p.m. The exhi- immediate visual symbol of a life had branched off from the enhancing the present andbition and the reception are both apart from Western urban cul- Protestant Reformation in the enriching the future for allfree to the public. ture, is functional and modest. 16th century, the Amish split from Ohioans.The Riffe Gallery will present Colors are subdued, but brighter the Anabaptist Mennonite group Toe OAC believes the artsFamily Day on May 20, from 2-4 colors are sometimes used in pri- to follow the views of Jacob should be shared by the people ofp.m. Activities for kids and fami- vate circumstances. Ammann. Amish beliefs include Ohio. The arts arise from public,lies include traditional Amish The colorful girl's stockings in a strict obedience to the teachings individual. and organizationalcrafts and samples of Amish food. this exhibit rarely would be seen of Jesus Christ, the function of efforts and the OAC supports anj"'This event also is free to the pub- under long skirts and high-topped church members as accountable · encourages those efforts. /lie. shoes. Buttons are used for chi!- to one another and separate from · • Tne Riffe Gallery, in the Vern dren's clothes and some work the world, and an ethic of love Riffe Center for Government clothes, but the majority of adult that rejects violence in all spheres and the Arts, State and High clothes are fastened with hooks of human interaction. streets, Columbus, is operated by and eyes or straight pins. For Amish children, these the Ohio Arts Council to show- Amish children's lives include beliefs are an immediate influcase the work <>f Ohio's artists work, play and school. They are ence on their lives. Children begin and curators and the collections taught to prize practical, hands- attending worship. at 6 weeks of of the state's museums and gal- on work that contributes to the age. Attending services helps chilleries. welfare of.the family and commu- dren develop patience, obedi-Gallery hours are Monday and nity, and begin to help with chores ence, humility and a sense of Tuesday from 10 a.m.to 4 p.m., from the time they are able to unity. 

�Wednesday through Friday from walk. Druesedow, an author, lecturer a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday from Al�o�gh work pre���ates in and scholar o� costume history, oon_-8 p.m. and Sunday from Amish life, other act1V1t1es of the has Ted as director of the Kent

, 
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