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Experience required 

Riffe Gallery's Coming of Agegives 
artists points for longevity 

by Tracy Zollinger Turner 

Age has very 
little to do 
with vitality, if 
you look at 
the work on 
display at the 
Riffe Center 
Gallery. The 
current exhibition, Coming of Age, is 
populated with paintings and sculptures by 
12 craftspeople who have been working in 
the art world for 25 years or more, but the 
vision they bring is youthful, provocative 
and inspiring. 

There is much worth seeing within this 
show, which only takes about a half-hour 
to walk through and absorb. Sparkling 
white blood cells that look like giant 
pufferfish chase enormous red platelets 
across the west wall. Composed of plastic, 
varnish, steel and paint, they are part of 
artist Brinsley Tyrrell's generous vision of 
the bloodstream, titled River of Life. 

Barbara Chavous' African-inspired totems 
are painted in regal, vibrant colors with 
gemstone textures. Douglas Unger's 
maple and spruce mandolins-adorned 
with pearl, silver and ebony-would make 
David Grisman weep. Pieces from Ron 
Kroutel's Witness series are a chilling 
illustration of child abuse, while Tom 
McGlauchlin's glass enamel faces look like 
three-dimensional playmates of Pablo 

More Arts 
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Picasso's subjects. 

To be included in the show, artists had to 
first meet two criteria: They had to have 
been working as professional artists for a 
quarter century or more, and they had to 
have received an individual artist 
fellowship from the Ohio Arts Council. 
Betty Talbott, executive director of Ohio 
Designer Craftsmen, and Kay Koeninger, 
executive director of the Dayton Visual 
Arts Center, curated the show from that 
pool of talent. 

The exhibition is the second presented in 
observance of Ohio's Year of the Artist, 
during which the Riffe Gallery has devoted 
its space to showing taxpayers work by 
artists who have received support through 
the state agency's various programs. The 
Individual Artists Fellowship Program 
awards funds to visual, performing and 
literary artists, and is one of the largest 
programs of its kind in the U.S. 

Clara Crockett is the only participant in the 
show who has received funding for 
performing as well as visual art. Her pencil 
drawings are nearly translucent images of 
people and dogs that she seems to have 
captured in the middle of a dance. Her 
work as a performer and choreographer is 
deeply related to the development of these 
ethereal images. She has always kept 
journals that illustrated the movements 
from the stage. 

"It was a small leap for me to take the 
page out of the journal and to start looking 
at it in the same way I would a 
performance-examining the light, the 
dark, the touch, the feel and the 
relationship of one character to another," 
she said. "I am still kind of amazed. They 
are these little characters that kind of 
creep out and I have no idea what they're 
going to do. I never could tell verbal 
stories, but I can tell a visual story; I 
realized that kind of later in life." 
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When she was first told about the show, 
Crockett was leery of being brought 
together with other artists on the basis of 
age. "But my experience of being with the 
other people in this show has been 
phenomenal," she said. "There was such a 
full sense of each of us being human and 
having built a life with art." 

Crockett said that Coming of Age 
illustrates the diversity of artists throughout 
Ohio, and the fact that vital careers in the 
arts can be made within the state's 
borders. 

"My husband and I came from the West 
Coast, and I was dubious about living in 
the Midwest, but it's a very rich area," she 
said. "Nowhere else do individual artists 
get the support that the OAC gives, and 
having that kind of recognition really does 
support the self-confidence you need to 
live as an artist. Let's face it, the culture at 
large does not support art, but we've been 
able to live a life with art here and raise a 
family. We saw a lot of people move to 
New York and start doing drywall and lose 
their work. Ohio is fantastic." 

Fiber artist Dorothy Gill Barnes has also 
enjoyed an illustrious, national career from 
her home base in Worthington. "A lot of 
people tend to think that things are only 
happening on the East or West Coast," 
she said. "It's nice to be able to say I'm 
from the middle." 

Barnes' work involves an intimate, tactile 
connection with the environment that she 
often teaches to students. She harvests 
trees from construction sites, a farm in 
Athens or places where walnut trees are 
no longer wanted. She grows bamboo in 
her home, braids various kinds of grasses 
and often works on pieces over the course 
of years-replanting trees and making use 
of tools that range "from a tiny needle to a 
chainsaw." 

Her piece Found Underground is made of 

http://www.columbusalive.com/200 l/20011122/11220 I /I 1220 I 06.html 

Page 3 of 4 

5/23102 



Columbus Alive 

the roots and trunk of a mulberry tree with 
its bark woven into a basket. It is listed as 
a work in progress because it takes two 
years to fully dry. Other pieces look like 
hefty tomes or tools, and include wood 
delicately marked by Craig Stevens. An 
installation of long branches, July White 
Pine, is "a way of exploring what happens 
when the bark peels off." 

"It's a wonderful lot of fun. I love the fact 
that my work takes me outdoors and that I 
don't know what I'm looking for when I go," 
Barnes said. "The materials are just out 
there and they're so beautiful. Construction 
sites are so exciting to me; I love to 
salvage trees when they've just been 
pulled out of the ground and are ready to 
go in the chipper." 

Coming of Age: Ohio Arts Council 
Fellowship Recipients is on view at the 
Riffe Gallery through January 6, 2002. Call 
644-9624 for gallery hours.

November 22, 2001 

Copyright© 2001 Columbus Alive, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 

Return to home page. 
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FELLOWS IN FRAMES 

Thursday, October 25, 2001 
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A dozen veteran artists from around the state are showcased in "Coming of Age: Ohio Arts 
Council Fellowship Recipients," opening today in the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St. The pieces in 
the show include Old Time Music at Glenville, West Virginia by Douglas Unger of Peninsula, 
above, and Whirl Wind Haystack by Jon 8. Wahling of Columbus. A free reception will take 
place from 5 to 7 tonight; the show will run through Jan. 6. A discussion with the artists and 
with curators Betty Talbott and Kay Koeninger will start at 3:30 p.m. today. A family day 
featuring Dayton artist Willis "Bing" Davis will last from 2 to 4 p.m. Nov. 4. Gallery hours are 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays and until 8 p.m. Wednesdays through Fridays, noon to 8 p.m.
Saturdays and noon to 4 p.m. Sundays. For more information, call 614-644-9624.

All content herein is «:12001 The Columbus Dispatch and may not be republished without permission. 
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FELLOWSHIP OF UNIQUE VISIONS 
Grounded in craft, 12 Ohioans travel their own paths 

Sunday, December 2, 2001 
FEATURES - ACCENT & ARTS 08E 

By Jacqueline Hall 
Dispatch Art Critic 

Illustration: Photo 
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From mandolins to tree roots, by way of paintings, ceramics and glasswork, "Coming of Age: 
Ohio Arts Council Fellowship Recipients" offers a glimpse at the amazing diversity of talents in 
the state. 

The exhibit is the second of four organized as part of the Year of the Artist, proclaimed by Gov.

Bob Taft in July, to recognize the contributions of the state's working artists. It presents 12 
artists, some of whom have received several fellowships through the years. 

The exhibition was curated by Betty Talbott of the Ohio Craft Museum in Columbus and Kay 
Koeninger of the Dayton Visual Arts Center. The two decided to bring together artists who 
have been active for at least 25 years and have shown the ability to evolve artistically. 

The only one in the group who does not fit the bill is Clara Crockett. A dancer and well-known 
performance artist, she has documented her choreography with drawings for years, but not 
professionally. Her drawings are delicate but are no match for the works by the other artists, 
who are acknowledged leaders in their respective fields. 

The show is strongest in three-dimensional art that has its roots in craft. In the hands of daring 
practitioners, fiber, ceramics and glass have taken on a life of their own. 

This is especially true with Dorothy Gill Barnes, who has developed her basket-making into a 
fantastic collaboration with nature. Leaving basketry far behind, she creates complex sculptural 
forms through a clever combination of patience, nudging or altering nature's normal growth, 
and exercising her own technical know-how. 

Gerry Fogarty also works with fiber but in a vastly different context. Her pieces address child 
endangerment and abuse. With infinite patience, she sewed thorns all over a woman's T-shirt 
and a baby garment in one installation. In another, she combined baby shirts with whips 
against the background of a crazy quilt. Both works are most disturbing. 

One remarkable thing about the show is that no two artists have achieved the same results, 
even when using the same materials. 

Jon Wahling's airy, gracious fiber sculptures have nothing in common with Fogarty's work, 
except for the materials involved. And Douglas Unger's use of wood in his beautiful mandolins 
should not even be mentioned in the same breath with Barnes' astounding manipulation of it. 

http://library.dispatch.com/cgi-bin/sldoctest?DBLIST=cdO I &DOCNUM=52904&TERMY=57.6 5/23/02 
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Ceramics, a many-faceted medium in the hands of a creative talent, has led many artists to 
use materials other than clay but that have similar properties. Jack Earl has remained faithful 
to his early love, but in his hands clay becomes a canvas for paint and narrative. His works are 
takeoffs from well-known paintings, sometimes with unexpected twists. 

With polymer clay, Sharon Mohler creates three-dimensional vignettes of life that are colorful 
and cleverly observed. 

Brinsley Tyrrell uses plastic, paint, varnish and steel for an installation that appears to be 
made of ceramics and imitates the composition of human blood. It winds and twists around 
wall and doorway in an unexpectedly cheerful manner. 

Tom McLaughlin began his career as a ceramist, but his originality in handling glass has 
brought him to the forefront. Intriguingly, he seems to be moving in still another direction, with 
a cast-paper piece in which facial features and body forms cleverly meet. 

Willis "Bing" Davis is the transitional artist in the show, linking the three-dimensional and the 
two-dimensional with his bold African-inspired masks and large pastel drawing. Barbara 
Chavous' work, which is essentially painting but partakes of assemblage in the case of her 
totem pieces, plays a similar role. 

Ron Kroutel is the only artist truly dedicated to painting and the two-dimensional. Yet_ his 
landscapes, dealing as much with man's encroachment on nature as with nature itself, have a 
striking volumetric quality that gives them a great sense of depth and space. They subtly 
bridge the gap between objects and paintings. 

"Coming of Age" is an engrossing exhibition that celebrates the many outstanding craft
oriented artists in Ohio, but unfortunately it gives short shrift to the two-dimensional and 
painting. 

Caption: (1) The River of Life by Brinsley Tyrrell 
(2) Whip Shirts With Crazy Quilt by Gerry Fogarty
(3) There Is Nothing Wrong With Good by Jack Earl
(4) Anti Police Brutality Mask #1 by Willis "Bing" Davis
(5) Found Underground by Dorothy Gill Barnes
(6) Artist's Mandolin by Douglas Unger

All content herein is ©200 I The Columbus Dispatch and may not be republished without pennission. 
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DAYTON - Dayton Ballet II, the pre-professional training company of the Dayton Ballet, will have 
open auditions for the 2001-02 season on Friday in Dayton Ballet studios on the fourth floor of the 
Victoria Theatre, 140 N. Main St. Tryouts will be from 4:30 to 6 p.m. for the DB II Junior Company, 
ages IO to 14; and from 6 to 7:30 p.m. for the DB II Senior Company, ages 14 through college. Girls 
auditioning for the senior company should bring pointe shoes. For more information, call 223-1542. 

Arts council gets new members 

COLUMBUS - Gov. Bob Taft has appointed three new members to the Ohio Arts Council Board for 
tem1s ending July I, 2006. Martha A. Burton of Portsmouth was a charter member of the Portsmouth 
Area Arts Council and a leader in the drive to establish the Southern Ohio Museum and Cultural 
Center; Charlotte P. Kessler of New Albany is chairman of the arts committee of the Columbus 
Foundation, and Michael T. Radcliffe of Dublin is a senior partner in the law firm Porter, Wright, 
Morris & Arthur. 

Area a11ists busy in Ohio exhibits 

"I( COLUMBUS - Miami Valley artists will be included in two of four state-sponsored exhibitions 
celebrating 'The Year of the Artist' in Ohio. 

'Coming of Age,' set for Oct. 25-Jan. 6 at the Riffe Center Gallery, State and High streets, Columbus, 
will be co-curated by Dayton Visual Arts Center director Kay Koeninger and feature works by artists 
including Bing Davis of Dayton and Gerry Fogerty and Sharon Mohler of Yellow Springs. 

'Shared Inspiration,' Jan. 24-April 7, 2002, curated by Springfield Museum of Art director and fotmer 
Dayton Art Institute staff member Dominique Vasseur, also at the Riffe Gallery, will include works 
by Rob Gartzka and Kathie Johnson of Ludlow Falls. 

'The Year of the Artist' will run through July . The first exhibit, 'Paper Routes,' is under way through 
Oct. 7 at the Riffe. 

The final component, 'A Window on the World: Ohio Artists Abroad,' will take place April 25-July 7. 

Gallery hours are IO a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays and Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays, noon to 8 p.m. Saturdays and noon to 4 p.m. Sundays. Admission is free. Call (614) 644-
962-+ for more information. 

'Early Works' 

at local school 

DAYTON - 'Early Works and Constructions,' an exhibit by Rick Washington (aka Ricky Rejecto), 
wi II continue through Sept. 24 at the art gallery of Colonel White High School for the Arts, 501 
Niagara Ave. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. school days, or by appointment. Call 276-4441 for 
more infom1ation. 

Diverse drawings 

FAIRBORN - "Tracing Vision: Modern Drawings From the Ceseri Collection and Georgia Museum 

http: /web3.infotrac .galegroup.com/itw/infomark/902/57 l/49260035w3/purl=rc l _SP00 _ 0 _ CJ7.8 5/23/02 
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Westminster series to begin 

Pagelof3 

XENIA - The Xenia Westminster Concert Series will open its 2001-02 season next Sunday, with a 
performance by guitarist David Burgess at Xenia Westminster Presbyterian Church, 990 Old 
Springfield Pike. 

The 4 p.m. program will feature music by Brazilian composers Ernesto Nazareth, Joao Pemambuco, 
Luiz Bonfa, Antonio Carlos Jobim and Radames Gnattali. The New York-based Burgess, a former 
student of Andres Segovia, has taken many trip to Brazil during the past 10 years to explore the 
country's guitar music traditions. 

Admission to the concert is free, but donations will be accepted. Child care is provided, and a 
reception will follow the performance. 

For more information, call 3 72-9246. 

Winning watercolors 

'f COLUMBUS - Eight Dayton-area artists have been selected for the 2001 24th Annual Juried Ohio
Watercolor Society Exhibition at the Columbus Cultural Arts Center. 

'Watercolor Ohio 2001' will be shown through Nov. 11. The Dayton artists featured in the exhibit are 
Louise Spatz Doorley, Sam Hill and Paul Melia; Kettering artists are Kathryn George, Emerick 
Malogorski, Elizabeth Martin, and Sharon Stolzenberger; also included is Leonard Williams of 
Waynesville. Of 394 works by 233 artists, only 73 were chosen for this highly competitive show. 

Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday; l to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 

For more information, call (419) 475-3365. 

'Coming of Age' exhibit at Riffe 

COLUMBUS - Bing Davis, of Dayton, and Sharon Mohler and Gerry Fogarty, both of Yellow 
Springs, are three of the 12 Ohio artists whose work will be shown in the "Coming of Age: Ohio Arts 
Council Fellowship Recipients" exhibit at the Riffe Gallery. 

http://web3.infotrac.galegroup.com/itw/infomark/902/5 71 /49260035w3/purl=rc 1 _ SP00 _ 0 _ CJ7.9 5/23/02 
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The exhibit, on display beginning Thursday through Jan. 6, was curated by Kay Koeninger of DVAC 
and Betty Talbott of Ohio Designer Craftsmen. A round-table discussion with the artists and curators 
will be at 3:30 p.m. followed by an opening reception from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday. From 2 to 4 p.m. 
Nov. 4, the gallery will present family day with Bing Davis: Adornment as Art and Culture. 

For more information, call (614) 644-9624. 

Local art on display 

DAYTON - The Dayton Society of Painters and Sculptors is showing 62 works at the High Street 
Gallery through Oct. 28. Sally Struthers, fine arts chairwoman at Sinclair Community College, juried 
the exhibit. Included are watercolors, oils, mixed media, drawings, collage, pastels and 

sculptures. 

For more information, call 228-4532. 

'The Tapestry of Nature' 

BUTLER TWP. - Watercolor paintings by Oakwood artist Linda Hart are on display at the Aullwood 
Audubon Center through Nov. 17. An opening reception will be from 2 to 4 p.m. today. The exhibit 
features large-scale florals, exotic tropical plants and local pond and bog scenes. Exhibit hours at the 
center, I 000 Aull wood Road, are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

For more information, call 890-7360. 

Window shopping 

KETTERING - Watercolor, pastel and colored-pencil artworks by Lynn Heron will be featured in the 
Main Window of the Town & Country Fine Art Gallery Monday through Nov. 5. 

Also, from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, the gallery will hold a "Pumpkin Painting Party" for children of all 
ages. Painting supplies and supervisors will be available, and the event is free. 

The gallery is at the Town & Country Shopping Center, 300 E. Stroop Road. 

For more info1mation, call 293-5381. 

Artist's works at bookstore 

MIAMI TWP. - Barnes & Noble Booksellers is featuring paintings and prints by Kettering artist 
Kathleen Ponziani through Oct. 31. The store is at 2619 Miamisburg-Centerville Road. 

For more inforn1ation, call 433-0750. 

* Arts Headlines is published every Sunday. Items must be received by the Wednesday before the date
of publication and must include a telephone number. Mail to Arts Digest, Dayton Daily News , 45 S.
Ludlow St., Dayton, Ohio 45402.
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