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artsOhio 
EXHIBITION REFLECTS CREATIVITY 
SHARED WITH STUDENTS 

Deborah Griffing, Parents in Space (detail), 2000, beeswax and oil on wood panel, 27" x 19" 

Shared Inspiration.- Work by 

Artists in Education will be on 

display at the Riffe Gallery 

January 24-April 7. It is the 

third in a series of four Riffe 

Gallery exhibitions celebrating 

the YEAR OF THE ARTIST, July 

2001-July 2002. 

Curated by Dominique 

Vasseur of the Springfield 

Museum of Art, Shared 

Inspiration features 14 Ohio 

artists who have participated in 

the Ohio Arts Council's Arts in 

Education Artist in Residence 

Program. An opening reception 

will be held on Thursday, 

January 24, from 5-7 p.m. 

Artists in the exhibition are: 

Deborah Brod, Cincinnati; 

Juliellen Byrne, Groveport; 

Stephen Fessler, Athens; 

Steven Finke, Cincinnati; 

Susan Gallagher, Cleveland 

Heights; Rob Gartzka and 

Kathie Johnson, Ludlow Falls; 

Kate Sturman Gorman, 

Westerville; Deborah Griffing, 

Columbus; Patty Mitchell, New 

Marshfield; Deborah Pinter, 

Cleveland; Angelica Pozo, 

Cleveland; Diane Stemper, 

Oxford; Joan Tallan, 

Reynoldsburg. 

Four events will be held in 

conjunction with the exhibition, 

all are open to the public: 

Feb. 9, 1-5 p.m.: Furniture 

Making Workshop with Rob 

Gartzka and Kathie Johnson. 

For K-12 Art Teachers. Learn to 

create unique furniture art with 
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YOUTH ARTS 
FORUM OFFERED 
IN DAYTON 

Culture Works will host the 

second statewide Youth Arts 

Forum at the Crowne Plaza 

hotel in Dayton February 1-2. 

Youth Arts Forum II is part of a 

larger effort to develop a com

munity-wide youth arts network 

that will provide a support sys

tem for arts and youth organi

zations. The first Forum was 

held in May 2000. 

The Forum will bring 

together social workers, artists, 

educators, juvenile justice 

workers, parents, arts man

agers and community activists 

to explore how to incorporate 

the arts into a wide variety of 

youth programs, especially 

those that target underserved 

and at-risk populations. The 

Forum will provide training for 

program providers and educate 

policy makers about the impor

tance of youth arts programs. 

The keynote speaker is 

Dr. William Pollock, director of 

the Center for Men and the 

director of continuing educa

tion, psychology, at McLean 

Hospital. Youth Arts Forum II 

is presented by Culture Works, 

in partnership with The Iddings 

Foundation and the Ohio Arts 

Council. 

For registration information 

call 937/222-2787, visit www. 

cultureworks.org or email 

youtharts@cultureworks.org. 
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Leadersh i pSpotl ight 

Senator Priscilla Mead 

Republican 

OFFICE 

Ohict Senate District 16 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES 

Chair, Pension Systems 
Subcommittee; Vice Chair, Ways & 
Means; Economic Development, 
Technology and Aerospace; 
Highways and Transportation; 
Judiciary Committee on Criminal 
Justice; Legislative Information 
Systems; State and Local 
Government and Veterans Affairs 

YEARS IN OFFICE 

1 year in Senate; 8 years in House 

PERSONAL 

Married, 4 children, 6 grandchil
dren; hometown, Upper Arlington 

EDUCATION 

The Ohio State University 

FAVORITE CULTURAL PASTIME 

Reading, Knitting 

FAVORITE ARTISTS 

Visual art of my two sisters, John 
Singer Sargent 

LAST GOOD BOOK READ 

The Last Gift of lime: Life Beyond 

Sixty by Carolyn G. Heilbrun 

GREATEST CREATIVE ACHIEVEMENT 

Establishing Upper Arlington's 
community-based early childhood 
learning center 

Pictures, Patents, Monkeys and More ... On Collecting is on view at 
the Akron Art Museum through February 24. The eclectic collec
tion of objects, ranging from a sculpture made of hairdryers to 100 
sock monkey toys, presents a fascinating cross-section of the cre
ativity of American collectors, artists and inventors. Saturday family 
art classes will be held in conjunction with the exhibition. For infor
mation call 330/376-9185 or visit www.akronartmuseum.org. 

The Cincinnati Sy mphony Orchestra will present Time Warp, a 
Young People's Concert for grades 4-6 on February 26 at 10 and 
11:30 a.m. and February 27 at 10:10 a.m. For ticket information 
call Anne Cushing-Reid at 513/621-1919.

I 

The Ritz Theatre in Tiffin will offer a new addition to northwest 
Ohio's arts and entertainment community. The Ritz's studio the
atre, which opens January 8, will provide a unique opportunity for 
theatre-goers to experience live theatre in an intimate and interac
tive setting. "This space will allow us to do a wide variety of events 
that are better suited to smaller audiences," said Ritz Theatre 
executive director Dennis Sankovich. "We can experiment with all 
kinds of entertainment and take some risks." The space, located 
in th'e two-story annex to the existing building, also will be used for 
non-performance events including rehearsals, business meetings, 
rentals and receptions. For information call 419/448-8544 ext 11.

A new website offers resources on career development and 
personal and creative growth for fine artists. The site was devel
oped by Carroll Michels, author of How to Survive and Prosper

as an Artist: Selling Yourself Without Selling Your Soul. Visit 
www.artisthelpnetwork.com for information, resources, guidance 
and advice on D comprehensive range of career-related topics. 

SHARED INSPIRATION (CON'T) 
students of (con't page 2) 
any age. $25 supply fee.; Feb. 23, 1-5 p.m.: Mentorship Day. 

For High School Students. Free. Share your art with Shared

Inspiration artists for feedback and positive critique. Terry Barrett, 
professor of art education at OSU, will lead a tour of the exhibition 
and round-table discussion with the artists.; March 9, 1-5 p.m.: 

Painting Workshop with Stephen Fessler. For Older Students and 
Adult Learners. Fessler's surface exploration technique opens new 
avenues for creative expression. $25 supply fee. Space is limited 
for the above events. Call 614/995-4139 for reservations.; March 

17, 1-5 p.m.: Family Day with Kate Gorman and Deborah 

Griffing. For Children and Families. Free. Join Shared Inspiration

artists for paper quilt and shadowbox activities. 
For more information or to schedule a tour call 614/644-9624.
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Indepth Arts News: 

"Shared Inspiration: Work by Artists in 
Education" 
2002-01-24 until 2002-04-07 

Riffe Gallery 
Columbus, OH, USA United States of America 

This exhibition is the third in a series of four exhibitions 
at the Riffe Gallery celebrating the YEAR OF THE ARTIST. 
Curated by Dominique Vasseur of the Springfield Museum 
of Art, Shared Inspiration features 14 Ohio artists who 
have participated in the Ohio Arts Council's Arts in 
Education Artist in Residence Program, which offers 
residencies in schools and arts institutions throughout the 
state. These artists serve as role models for students, 
providing them with guidance and inspiration so they can 
know the wonder of creating a work of art. 

An opening reception will be held on Thursday, January 
24, from 5-7 p.m. The event is free and open to the 
public. 

The artists in Shared Inspiration use a variety of media 
and styles. Often the work is humorous; sometimes deep 
and serious; but always personal and committed to 
sharing a story of life, dreams and the world. 

Artists in the exhibition include: 

Deborah Brod, Cincinnati, is the recipient of numerous 
Ohio Arts Council Individual Artist Fellowships. She has 
been involved with the Arts in Education Artist in 
Residence Program since 1995. Her work is 
autobiographical, and sometimes made of precious or 
fragile materials. She finds it liberating to work 
collaboratively with the students and then leave the work 
in the school. 

Juliellen Byrne, Groveport, has received an Individual 
Artist grant and was involved in the OAC's Artist in 
Residence Program from 1990-94. Her work won Best of 
Show at the 2000 Ohio State Fair Fine Arts Exhibition. 
Through the Arts in Education program she worked with a 
community to share ideas in a way that was helpful for 
both teachers and students. 

Stephen Fessler, Athens, is an OAC Individual Artist 
Fellowship recipient and was involved with the Artist in 
Residence Program in 1999. He is a resident artist at 



of seeing and that he can learn the same from his students. 

Steven Finke, Cincinnati, has been featured in exhibitions 
across the Midwest and was involved in the Artist in 
Residence Program from 1984-1991. His experiences with 
the Arts in Education Program gave him an opportunity to 
use the creative process as a way of relating to individuals 
and societies. 

Susan Gallagher, Cleveland Heights, has been working with 
clay for more than 25 years, and has been involved with the 
AIE Artist in Residence Program since 1998. She provides the 
tools of creativity for the children and enjoys the 
spontaneous excitement and pride generated by the students 
with whom she works. 

Rob Gartzka and Kathie Johnson, Ludlow Falls, are the 
recipients of numerous OAC Individual Artist Fellowships. As 
a team they have worked in more than 100 schools in Ohio 
through the Artist in Residence Program. They believe the 
sharing of experiences, knowledge and techniques, and the 
joy of making art together are exciting aspects of their 
collaborative work with children. 

Kate Sturman Gorman, Westerville, has been an artist in 
residence with the Ohio Arts Council since 1997. She is a 
quiltmaker whose work is pictorial, usually revolving around 
an image or story. Through her work with the Artist in 
Residence Program she enjoys seeing collaboration with 
collage succeed with students. 

Deborah Griffing, Columbus, has been involved with the 
Artist in Residence Program since 1995. Her work has been 
featured in exhibitions throughout Columbus, and she has 
been a visiting lecturer at The Ohio State University. She 
believes the best teaching is when everyone learns 
something, including the teacher. 

Patty Mitchell, New Marshfield, has shown her work across 
the Midwest and the Czech Republic. She has been the 
recipient of an OAC Individual Artist Fellowship. She has 
been involved in the AIE Artist in Residence Program since 
1994, and is the founder and full-time artist in residence for 
Passion Works Studio in Athens. 

Deborah Pinter, Cleveland, was involved with the Arts in 
Education Program from 1992-99. She developed a 16-week 
photographic residency for the Cleveland School of the Arts. 
The residency provided her with the opportunity to cultivate 
the learning and artistic development of the students who 
have influenced her throughout the years. 

Angelica Pozo, Oeveland, is an Individual Artist Fellowship 
recipient and has been involved in the AIE Artist in Residence 
Program since 1994. She also has participated in a residency 
exchange with Chile through the OAC's International 
Program. Through the AIE program she has been able to 
expand her work with the community. 

Diane Stemper, Oxford, has been featured in exhibitions and 



workshops across the country. She participated with the 
Artist in Residence Program in Lima and Cincinnati. Her 
residency work has enabled her to open doors and provide 
students access to a part of themselves sometimes left 
behind in a school setting. 

Joan H. Tallan, Reynoldsburg, has been the recipient of the 
Ohio Arts Council Summer_ Media Institute grant. She has 
been involved in the AIE Artist in Residence Program since 
1992. She feels the residency program offers students a 
break from the normal school day-an energizing and 
creative outlet. 

The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, 
showcases the work of Ohio's artists and curators, 
exhibitions produced by the Ohio Arts Council's International 
Program and the collections of the region's museums and 
galleries. The Riffe Gallery's Education Program seeks to 
increase public appreciation and understanding of those 
exhibitions. The gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center for 
Government and the Arts, State and High Streets, Columbus, 
OH. Hours are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m., 
Saturday 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4 p.m. Admission is free. 
For information or to schedule a tour call the Riffe Gallery at 
614/644-9624. 

The Ohio Arts Council, a state agency established in 1965, 
builds the state through the arts -economically, educationally 
and culturally-preserving the past, enhancing the present 
and enriching the future for all Ohioans. The Council believes 
the people of Ohio should share the arts. The arts arise from 
public, individual and organizational efforts. The OAC 
supports and encourages those efforts. 
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Parents in Space, beeswax and oil paint on 
wood panel, by Deborah Griffing of Columbus 

They practice 
what they teach 

The best of those who can . . .  reach.
Fourteen Ohio artists who break from 

their studios to take art into schools, libraries 
and recreation cent;ers have assembled works 
for an exhibition at the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. 
High St. 

"Shared Inspiration: Work by Artists in
Education,"·opening today at the Ohio Arts 
Council ·gallery, presents a colorful array of 
paintings, quilts, sculptures, ceramics, 
photographs and mixed-media works. 

All of the artists work in the Artist-in
Residence program, which the council began 
in 1965.

"Early on, the National Endowment for the 
Arts -established a residency program in 
. communities 
throughout the 
country," said 
Joanne Eubanks, 
coordinator of 
the Ohio 
program. "Artists
as prominent as 
Robert Frost 
were involved. 

"They wanted 
people to
understand the 
importance of 

· . · the place of the
professional
. artists in 
communities and 
society." 

About 120 
artists are on the 
roster. 

The Disagreement, a 
ceramic work by Juliellen 
Byrne of Groveport 

Most of them take their ait and expertise
into schools, but they also conduct 
workshops in libraries, hospitals and 
community cent;ers. 

Through the years, as many as 400 artists 
-including prominent.Ohioans such as
Barbara Chavous, Stuart Pimsler, Robert Post
and Arninah Robinson - have participated in
the program.

In 1991 the Riffe Gallery presented the first
· exhibit by the artists in residence -a show
titled "Making a Difference."

"Shared Inspiration" presents works by
Deborah Brod and Steven Finke of Cincinnati;
Juliellen Byrne, Groveport; St.ephen Fessler,
Athens; Susan Gallagher, Cleveland Heights;
Rob Gartzka and Kathie Johnson, Ludlow
Falls; Kate Sturman Gonnan, Westerville;
Deborah Griffing, Columbus; Patty Mitchell,
New Marshfield; Deborah Pinter and Angelica
Pozo, Cleveland; Diane St.emper, Oxford; and
Joan H. Thllan, Reynoldsburg.

The exhibit was curated by Dominique _,
Vas.5eur of the Springfield Museum of Art. ·· 

It will open with a free reception from 5 tcf 

7 p.m. today. . . 
Additional programs: 1 

• Feb. 9 -A furniture-making workshop :
for t.eachers ($25) with Rob Gartzka and 
Kathie Johnson. Call 614-9954139.

• Feb. 23 -A free mentorship day for
high-school students with Ohio State 
University art-education professor Terry
Barrett and exhibit artists. Call 614-9954139.

• March 9 -A painting workshop for
older students _and adults ($25) with St.ephen 
Fessler. Call 614-9954139 ..

• March 17 -A free "Peter and the Wolf"
family day,•from 1 to 5 p.m., with Kate
Gonnan and Deborah Griffing. 

Gallery hours: 10 am. to 4 p.m. Mondays 
and Tuesdays, 10 am. to 8.p.m. Wednesdays 
through Fridays, noon to 8 p.m. Saturdays and 
noon to 4 p.m. Sundays. Admission is free; for 
more infonnation, call 614-644-9624. 

- Nancy Gilson

• 

.·'. Fabric art by Kate Gorman of Westerv.ille . 
' ,,, Q;� 
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Ignore the title 
The Riffe Gallery's current exhibit may 

have a ho-hum title, but it contains some 
gems-including a handful by local artists. 

Shared Inspiration: Work by Artists in 
Education, which showcases participants in 
the Ohio Arts Council's Arts in Education 
Artist in Residence Program, includes three 
Columbusites: Kate Sturman Gorman, a West
ervillian with a penchant for picture quilts; 
painter Deborah Griffing-Heller, who lives 
near OSU; and Joan H. Tallan from Reynolds
burg, who makes prints from woodcuts. 

Curated by Dominique Vasseur of the 
Springfield Museum of Art, the exhibit runs 
through April 7 at 77 S. High St. Call 644-9624 
for hours. 

-J.Y. 

I 
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Shared lnsp1ra1.mu. h -...... � 

by Artists in Education - The
Riffe Gallery, Vern Rjffe Center
for Government _and the Arts,
State ·and High Streets, Colum
bus� Fourteen Ohio artists who participated in the 'Ohio Arts Council's Arts in Education Art
ist in Residence Program will showcase their work from Jan. 24 through April 7. A reception will be held- on Jan. 24 from 5 to 7 
p,m. The event is free and open to the public. A series of work
shops will be sponsored in con-. junct_ion .with the exhibit, held 
specially for teachers, students __ children and families. Galler; 
hours are Monday and Tuesday, 
IO a.m. to 4 p;m., Wednesday, Thursday and Friday Io a.m. to 
8 p.m:, Saturday 12-8 p�m. and 
Sunday 12 to 4 p.m. Admission 
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Byrne's. art inspired by life experiences � 
By Chiree McCain '1 L q 
Staff Writer . t7-' 

In teaching art to others, 
Julielltm Byrne has found inspira
tion for her own works of art. 

Byrne is one of the 14 Ohio 
artists featured in "Shared 
Inspiration: Work by Artists in 
Education," on display at the Riffe 
Gallery in downtown Columbus 
Jan. 24 through April 7 ..

A Madison Township resident, 
Byrne has been the visiting artist 
at schools around the state, 
through the Ohio Arts Council's 
Artist in Residence program. 

"It (the progr�m) gives as much 
as you give and then some," she 
said. 

She said the residencies gave 
her the chance to use materials and 
media she wouldn't ordinarily use, 
such as quilt blocks, mu:rals, and 
paper mache. 

"Some of this' was motivated by 
minuscule funds," said Byrne. 

· "That's a great artistic motivator."
Byrne has also taught ceramics 

and drawing at The Ohio State 
University and at Stivers Middle 
School in Dayton. 

"I tried to stretch them a little 
bit," she said. 

She said she asked students to 
draw their inspiration not from tel
evision but from their own lives. 

"Their own lives are a great 
place for that narrative," she said. 
"Home life in America is pretty 
interesting fodder, both positive 
and negative." 

While she's no longer teaching 
�he schools, Byrne is still shar-

// Messenger photo by Chlree McCain 

· Artist Juliellen Byrne if Madison Township looks over her
sculpture entitled "The Disagreement."

ing her inspiration with oth�rs. 
She owns the Clay Cafe, a place 
where people of all ages can paint 
their own pottery. 

At the Riffe Gallery, Byrne has 
displayed· several sculptures of 
horses with human faces and hors
es with human riders that merge 
into them. 

."At really quick glance, they 
might look like circus creatures," 
said curator-.Dominique Vasseur. 
"But the more you look at them, 
they have a depth of expression 
that goes beyond the comedic theme." 

Vasseur said these "animals 
that are human and humans that 
are animals" express the human 
desire to communicate and to connect.

In "Saying Good-bye to June," 
for instance, Byrne has sculpted a 
horse with a human face rubbing 

noses with a human rider standing 
on. its back. Byrne said all .her 
pieces start with a story. 

"That _is always where I start," 
she said. "I've heard something, or 
I've experienced something." 

She said she worked on this 
series at a time when her mother 
was ·sick with cancer, she hadjust 
given birth to a long-awaited baby, 
and she had to put her dog to sleep. 

"There was this weird ushering 
· in and ushering out," said Byrne.

The Riffe Gallery is operated by
tiw;.:ohio Arts Council and located 
in the Vern Riffe Center for 
Government and the Arts at the 
corner of State and High streefs. 
Admission is free. 'Th learn more or 
schedule a tour of the "Shared 
Inspiration" exhibit, call 644-9624. 
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Artists draw inspiration from sharing talents with students 
By Chiree McCain J.;ICf . · "I really enj,oy �he exc!tement of chi!- B)'."Ile has- also _ taught ce:"mi�s and her pieces start with a story. 
Staff Writer r _ dren, but I don t miss getting up at 6 a.m. drawmg at The Ohio �tate Umvers,ty and "That is always where I start," she said. 
,. In teaching art to others,. Juh�llim--- every day to teach high school," she said. at Stivers Middle School in Dayton. "I've heard something, or I've experienced 
Byrne and Joan Tallan have found inspira- Tallan said she has been inspired not "I tried to stretch them a little bit, " she something." 
tion for their own works of art. only by her students but also by her chi!- said. She said she worked on this series at a 

Byrne and Tallan are two of the 14 Ohio dren. At the Riffe Gallery, some ofTallan's Sh_e said she asked students to draw time when her mother was sick with can-
artists featured in "Shared Inspiration: fe�tured _prints portray skateboarders, their inspiration not from television but cer, she had just given birth to a long. 
Work by Artists in Education," on display with a i:nother and baby m the background. from their own lives. awaited baby, and she had to put her dog t,; 
at the Riffe Gallery in downtown Columbus She said the works are largely autobio- "Their pwn lives are a great place for sleep. 
now through April 7. graphical. that narrative," she said. "Home life in "There was this weird ushering in and 

Now retired and living in Reynoldsburg, "It's about having a child, and he America is pretty interesting fodder, both ushering out," said Byrne. 
Tallan taught art to high school students in becomes his own person," she said. positive and negative." The Riffe Gallery is operated by the 
the Dayton public schools for 25 years. "Shared Inspirations" curator While she's no longer teaching ·in the Ohio Arts Council and located in the Vern 

"They (the students) are tj}e subject of Dominique Vasseur said the prints are rich schools, Byrne is still sharing her inspira- Riffe Center for Government and the Art,.
my work. They really made me grow,• she and multi-layered. tion with others. She owns the Clay Cafe, a at the corner of State and High streetc. 
said. "There's never a sense that you're grasp- place where people of all ages can paint Admission is free. To learn more or scheJ.-

Tallan said the biggest challenge of her ing just one concept," he said. their own pottery. . ule a tour of the "Shared Inspiration ' 
career was instilling a love of art and of While _prints_ are Tallan's favorite medi- . _At the Riffe Gallery, Byrne has di� exhibit, call 644-9624. 
making art. um, she 1s hopmg to get back to ceranncs played several sculptures of horses with"-.. /'' 

"That was t-eally what I wanted to do," soon. . human faces and horses with human riders 
she said. "My fingers are itching," she said. that merge into them. 

Tallan also tried to communicate the A Madison Township resident, Byrne "At really quick glance, they might look
value of hard work to her students. has been the visiting artist at schools like circus creatures," said curator

"I don't believe in natural talent. J around the state, through the Ohio Arts Dominique Vasseur. "But the more you
believe in hard work,� said Tallan, who Council's Artist in Residence program. look at them, they have a depth of expres-
majored in ceramics at the New York State "It (the program) gives as much as you sion that goes beyond the comedic theme." 

• College of Ceramics at Alfred University. give and then some," she said. Vasseur said these "animals that are
While Tallan has enjoyed concentrating She said the residencies gave her the human and humans that are animals"

on her art full-time since she retired from. chance to use materials and media she express the human desire to communicate 
teaching, she acknowledged that she miss- wouldn't ordinarily use, such as quilt and to connect. 
es interacting with students. blocks, murals, and paper mache. In "Saying Good-bye to June," for 

This semester, Tallan will return to the "Some of this was motivated by minus- instance, Byrne has sculpted a horse with 
classroom, as a visiting artist in the Ohio cule funds," said Byrne. "That's a great a human face rubbing noses with a human 
Arts Council's Artist in Residence program. artistic motivator." rider standing on its 'ck. Byrne said all 

Messenger photo by ChlrN McCain 

-Reynoldsburg resident Joan Tallan, an artist and retired art teacher, is one of 
14 artists participating in "Shared Inspiration: Work by.Artists in Education," 
on display at the Riffe Gallery in downtown Columbus now through April 7 . 

..A ......., 



OHIO 
NEWS BUREAU INC. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44115 

216/241-0675 

CCiLUMBUS ALIVE 

. CCiLUMBUS, OH 

M-CIRC. 40,000

\ 

Those who 
fry Melissa Starker 

At an opening reception for the Riffe 
Gallery's latest exhibit. Shared Inspiration. con
tributing artist Deborah Gr iffing was sur
prised to receive a special citation from State 
Representative Joyce Beatty's office for being 
one of rhe finest artists in the state of Ohio 
who also 1,appens to reside in the 21st dis
trict. Grif,�ng- wearing a faded Them 
Wr:1nch T-,hirt. a flowered skirt. black leg
gings with jogging stripes and an enviably 
weli-worn pair of leather biker boors-
seemed sort of hesitant as she strode to the 
podiu� to ;1ccept the honor. 

·1 J,i:c , •·c-allv know what that was about.
l n: :-.tii: confused by it.'' Criffing s:1id lacer. 
\c.::L::i in the kitchen qf the North C;1111pU5
h(�nH: she share<; \Vith her husb:ind, \Vcxncr
preparator and frllow a�tist Pug Helle, their
rwo young children and ;m affectionate black
dog narnd Broccoli. When provided with a
bit more infonmation. Griffing dedared. "So
bas1call1· I gor an award for living on
/,Liynard. Ali right•·

The arust isn·t about to look askance at an 
unexpected tribute. given how long she's 
wanted to show at the Riffe. "My husband 
worked for the Riffe Gallery for many, many 
years-he did the lighting over there--and 
I've always tried ro have him scam some way 
to get me in there," she explained. 

It turned out that no scamming was 
required for her place in the show. Griffing 
was contacted by Riffe Gallery director Mary 
Gray because of Griffin g's affiliation with the 
Ohio Arts Council's Artists in Education pro
gram, which connects the state's professional 
artists with schools interested in creatively 
supplementing their curriculums. Each artist 
in Shared Inspiration has visited classrooms 
through AIE. 

for Griffing, who entered AIE eight years 
ago, the program provided a chance to gain 
teaching experience in a tight job market. "I 
was finishing graduate school and frantically 
trying to find a way to do something,· she 
said. 'There just aren't a lot of teaching 
opportunities, and I got married in graduate 
school, which is something they don't encour
age. You're not really supposed to have a life." 

Leaving the area wasn't an option at the 
time; the artist's father, a professor and 
geneticist, was dying of cancer. juliellen 
Byrne, a friend and artist featured alongside 
Griffing at the Riffe, suggested she contact 
the arts council. 

More recently, parenthood has .kept 
Griffing close to home, but her relative inac
tivity in AIE of late didn't affect her chances 
of inclusion, nor w�l it keep her from visiting 
schools more frequently in the future. "I did 
two residencies right after I w.as hired, but 
then I had kids," she said. "But I stayed with 
the program. They've been really supportive 
with that and very, very understanding. 
They've really encouraged me to stick to it. 
Ava, my littlest, will be going to kindergarten 

can, teach 

soon and I want to get back into it.'' 
Though her classroom visits have been 

limited. children are a mong source of inspi
ration through her daily morn experience and 
the books she shares with her kids. from 
authors such as Maira Kalman (;11,t.\ 1\foi:cs a 
.' !i.1/wn). "My work is ;;Jot about my iii<: and 
,n· lifi.· is about kids ,.nd a husband who's 
rc,dlv still not grown up," she said. laughing. 
"We enjoy probably ·;i lot of adolescent. 
immature activities :ikc Nintendo and 
Spun,;cbob Squ,1np:wts.'· 

Aspects of science are her father's influence, 
as are darker elements that have recently start
ed to lighten as she's emerged from a lengthy 
grieving process. "More recently, I've been try
ing to focus more on the joy in life and just 
sort of the silliness of it," she explained. 

The pictures Griffing has created on thick 
wooden bases from oils, pastels, collaged 
drawings and carved wax capture that spirit in 
a profusion of lines and vivid colors. Through 
her eyes, family pets fit on a dinner plate and 
The Universe is made up of earthworms with 
jaunty stripes and a cross-eyed bunny on a 

field of red and turquoise. A portrait of he; 
parents made from their wedding photo i .,· 
been reworked from an original, moo-iis:1 
incarnation as Parents 111 Space. It's now a plav
fully loving tribute to her late father. 

In introducing her an to the reception 
crowd, guest curator Dominique Vasseur frurn 
the Springfield ,\1useum of An voiced :i·,: 
connection between Griffing and artist' ,., 
the Medieval era. how they share a stro,,· 
attention to dct,ril and noticeabk lack of n.:;•; 
istic perspective. 

Griffing appreciates the compri,:,. 
though she li,rs a hJrd time discus,i1,,: 
specifics of her work, comparing the task tu 
recalling a dream: ·whe;; you wake up fr(,rn 
this ri:'aliy great dream. it never sounds '" 
good when you tell it to somebody bec,,u:,c· 
it ·s just not a verbal thing," she said. "Thar ,.-: 

Deborah Griffing's Parents in Spaci: 

why I'd like to have Dominique Vasseur _fol
low me around and say all these great things." 
Griffing's on her own for her next show, 
which opens February 23 at Clintonville·'� 
Barth Galleries. 

Deborah .Griffing's pictures appear with 
pieces by artists such as Stephen Fessler and 
Kate Gorman in Shared Inspiration: Works by
Artists in Educarion, through April 7 at the 
Riffe Center Gallery. Griffing and Gorman 
will lead a day of family activities in con
junction with the exhibit on March 17. Diai 
644-9624 for info. ,;;" 

/�-
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Exhibition Features Artists Sharing Life and Muestra Presenta A Artistas Compartiendo 

Sus Vidas Y Creatividad Con Estudiantes Creativity with Students 
JJ � Shared Inspiration: Work by The artists in Shared 

Artists in Education will be on dis- Inspiration use a variety of media 
play at the Riffe Gallery January 24 and styles. Often the work is 
-April 7, 2002. It is the third in a humorous; sometimes deep and
series of four exhibitions at the serious; but always personal and 
Riffe Gallery celebrating the Year committed to sharing a story of 
Of The Artist. Curated by life, dreams and the world. 
Dominique Vasseur of the Artists in the exhibition 
Springfield Museum of Art, Shared include: Deborah Brod, Cincinnati; 
Inspiration features 14 Ohio artists Juliellen Byrne, Groveport; Stephen 
who hav� participated in the Ohio Fessler, Athens; Steven Finke, 

. A�Juncil's Arts in Educa"'m5n Cincinnati; Susan Gallagher, 
Artist in Residence Program, which Cleveland Heights; Rob Gartzka 
offers residencies in schools and and Kathie Johnson, Ludlow Falls; 
arts institutions throughout the Kate Sturman Gorman, 
state. These artists serve as role Westerville; Deborah Griffing, 
models for students, providing Columbus; Patty Mitchell, New 
them with guidance and inspira- Marshfield; Deborah Pinter, 
tion so they can know the wonder Cleveland; Angelica Pozo, 
of creating a work of art. Cleveland; Diane Stemper, Oxford; 

Joan H. Tallan, Reynoldsburg. 

Angelica Pow, Cleveland, is an Individual Artist 
Fellowship recipient and has been involved in the 
AIE Artist in Residence Program since 1994. She 
also has parHcipated in a residency exchange with 
Chile through the OAC's Intemational Program. 
Through the AIE program she has been able to 
expand her ivork with the community. 

Shared Inspiration: Work by 
Artists in Education es una muestra 
que estara abierta al publico en la 
Galeria Riffe desde el 24 de Enero 
hasta el 7 de Abril del 2002. Esta es 
la tercera de una serie de cuatro 
muestras presentadas en la galeria 
Riffe con motivo de la celebraci6n del 
Ano del Artista. La muestra Shared 
Inspiration preparada par Dominique 
Vasseur del Museo de Arte de 
Springfield presenta 14 artistas de 
Ohio que han participado en el 
Programa de Educaci6n de Artistas 
Residentes del Concilio de Artes ·de 
Ohio, mediante el cual se ofrece resi
dencia en escuelas e instituciones de 
arte a traves del estado. Estos artistas 
sirven de modelo para las estudiantes 
y les ofrecen guia e inspiraci6n, de 
manera tal que les hacen pensar en 
crear su propio arte. 

Las artistas en Shared Inspiration 
utilizaron diversos medias y estilos. A 
veces el trabajo es gracioso; a veces 
setio y profundo; pero siempre per
sonal y entregado a cornpartir una 
historia de vida, suef\os y el mundo. 

Las artistas en la muestra 
incluyen: Deborah Brod, Cincinnati; 
Juliellen Byrne, Groveport; Stephen 
Fessler, Athens; Steven F inke, 
Cincinnati; Susan Gallagher, 
Cleveland Heights; Rob Gartzka and 
Kathie Johnson, Ludlow Falls; Kate 
Sturman Gorman, Westerville; 
Deborah Griffing, Columbus; Patty 
Mitchell, New Marshfield; Deborah 
Pinter, Cleveland; Angelica Pozo, 
Cleveland; Diane Stemper, Oxford; 
Joan H. Tallan, Reynoldsburg. 
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JlqExhibits showcase impact of artists in Ohio
By Christopher Yates 
For The DiJpatch 

Gov. Bob Taft signs more resolutions than 
he can keep track of. But at least one of them 
has significance for artists: He made July 200 l 
to July 2002, the "year of the artist," acknow
ledging the importance of and contributions by 
artists. 

To celebrate, the Ohio Arts Council plam1ed 
exhibitions to showcase the impact of artists in 
the state as well as the impact of the cow1cil on 
artists. Each show featmes the work of those 
who have participated in council programs. A 
third of these exhibitions - "Shared Inspira
tion: Work by Artists in Education" - focuses 
on participants in the Arts in Education Artist
in-Residence program. 

The 14 artists have often shared their time 
and skill with students. Working in a variety of 
media, they become guides to a greater appre
ciation of the creative process. 

Rather than docwnent specific residencies, 
curator Dominique Vasseur sought to reveal 
the creative insight of each artist. Works reflect 
aesthetic concerns that directly influence the 
lives of those the artists touch. 

Many of them use personal iconography and 
subject matter. Joan Tallan's intaglio The Skate
boarder II mixes images including a mothe.r
and--child scene, a rooster and skateboarders. 
The piece reflects aspects ofTallan's frunily 
life. 

. -
�

tephen Fessler uses drips, splashes and 
.. yers of paint From the marks, he reveals fa.11-

c creatures and mythic stories. In With Her
Pa· its, Among Otherlnjluences, he man-

\ 

j'----� 
" 
'.f," 

With Her Parents, Among Other Influences 

ages to find a family portrait. 
Deboral1 Griffmg's work has a storybook 

quality. Using collage and a variety of paint ap
plications, her in1ages suggest complex, enig
matic narratives. 

Also exploring mixed media, Diane Stemper 
uses collage and printmaking. A Glim Tale ex-
8111ines the often horrific and contradictory 
aspects of the classic Brothers Grimm fairy 
tales. 

Developed from experiences and natural 
shapes, Kate Sturman Gorman uses traditional 
craft, abstract patterning and narrative story
telling in her quilts. Deborall Brod's fiber pieces 
seek to imbue everyday objects witl1 universal 
religious symbology and meaning. In Band-Aid

Mandaw, bandages stitched to sheer gauze fom1 
a radiating circle. The piece suggests the healing 
and repair of wounds through meditation. 

Patty Mitchell's photo collages reassemble 
fragments of the past Such connections to the 
past also occur in Deboral1 Pinter's black-and
white photographs. As if designed for a tum-of
the--century audience, the scenes are pictorialist
influenced and emotive, witi1 single figmes in 
lonely environs. 

Sharing a respect and regard for the naturd.! 
world, ceramic artists Susan Gallagher and An
gelica Pozo blend realistic and fanciful plant 
fomJS. TI1ough ti1ey have common concerns, their 
sculptural vessels are vastly different in appear
ance and execution. Gallagher's fom1S usually 
appear to have a use, while Pozo's are more often 
decorative and nonfunctional. 

The ceramic sculptmes of Juliellen Byrne are a 
metan10rphosis of plants, animals and human fig
ures. The results are fantasy creatmes that stylisti
cally derive from folk art 

Steven Finke's sculpture The Cessation of
Breath was developed while he researched the 
stages of life and death found in The Tibetan Book
of the Dead. Suggestive of both a medieval iron 
maiden and an iron lung, the piece combines 
mechanical elements with images of the human 
respiratory system. 

The art ftm1iture of Rob Gatzka and Kathie 
Johnson is both sculptme and painting. Using 
bright colors and fluid shapes, tile artists col
laborate on their nontraditional structures. 

Tilis show, filled with the work of talented 
artists, is a fine sampling of the approaches and 
viewpoints Ohio artists have conceming the mak
ing of mt. 

The Skateboarder II 

■ "Shared Inspiration: Works by
Artists In Education" Is showing
through Aprll 7 In the Riffe Gallery,
77 s. High St. Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. Wednesday through Friday,
noon to 8 p.m. Saturday and noon to
4 p.m. Sunday. Call 614-644-9624.

----------------
.,,�·,.,. 
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Shared Inspiration: Work 

by Artists in Education :.... The

Riffe Gallery, Vern Riffe Center 
for Government and the Arts, 

State and High Streets, Colum

bus. Fourteen Ohio .artists who 
·participated in the Oh!0 Arts
Council's Arts in Education Art
ist in Residence Program will
showcase their work through
April 7. A series of wo:ksh�ps
will be sponsored in conJun�tto�
with the exhibit, held specially
for teachers, students, children
and families·. Gallery hours are
Monday and Tuesday, IO a.m. to
4 p:m., Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday IO a.m. to 8 p.m., Satur
day 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12 to
4 p.m. Admission is free. For
more information or to schedule
a tour, call the Riffe Gallery at
6 '..:, 1J44-9624.
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Riffe•Gaflery, Ohio Arts Council, Riffe Center, 77 
S High St (downtown), 644-9624. Shared Inspi
ration, works by various artists. Thru 4/7. Open 
Mon-Tue 1 O am-4 pm, Wed-Fri 1 O am-8 pm, Sat 
noon-8 pm, Sun noon-4 pm. 
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. S 644-9624 Shared /nsp,ra-
Riffe Gallery-l7 S H1ghuc:1ion. thru 4[/ . Sun noon-4

tion.- Oh,o Artists ,n Ed 
Wed-Fri 1 O am-8 pm. Sat

pm, Mon-Tue 10 am-4 pm,
noon-8 pm. 
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_ 
Riffe Gallery rJ/9 
Shared Inspiration: Works by Artists in
Education Through April 7. Hours: Mon·
Tues, 10·4 p.m.; Wed·f ri, 10·8 p.m.; Sat.,
12·8 p.m.; Sun., 12-4 p.m. n South High 
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Riffe GaUery, Ohio Arts Council Riffe Center, 77 S High St (downtown), 644-9624.Shared Inspiration, works by various artists.Thru 4/7. Open Mon-Tue 1 O am-4 pm, WedFri 1 O am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 pm, Sun noon-,�pm. 
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Riffe Gallery, Columbus. 
■ Shared Inspiration: Work: by Artists In Ed
ucation, through April 7
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Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St." - "Shared Inspiration: Work by 
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Artists in Residency featured in show 'l !(./"Shared Inspiration: _work by Artists in Education" will be if'b� view through April 7 at the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St. Curated by Dominique Vasseur of the Springfield Musewn of Art, the exhibit features 14 Ohio artists who have participated in the Ohio Arts Council's Arts in Education Artist in Residency program. The artists, who use a variety of media and styles, include: Juliellen Byrne of Groveport, Kate Gorman of Westerville, Deborah Griffmg of Clintonville and Joan Tallan of Reynoldsburg. · / 
/ . Admission is free. � more information call 644-9624 ..
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Ohio Arts Council Riffe Gallery: n
5. High St., Columbus. Mon.--Tue,, :0 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Wed.-Fn., 10 a m.-8 p.,r; 
,at., noon-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.n,. 
Free. Call (614) 466-2613. 

• "Shared Inspiration: Works by 
Artists in Education": Throuah 
April 7. 



Shared Inspiration: Work 
b!f Artists in Education - The

Riffe Gallery; Vern Riffe Center 
fm- Government and the Arts 
State and High Streets, Co[um� 
llus. Fou.rteen Ohio artists who 
participated in the Ohio Arts 
C:ouncil's Arts in Education.Art� 
ist in Residence Program will 
showcase their work through 
April 7. A series of workshops 
will be sponsored in conjunction 
with the exhibit, held specially 
for teachers, students, children 
and families. Gallery hours are 
Monday and Tuesday, IO a.m. to 
4 p.m., Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday IO a:m. to 8 p.m., Satur
day "12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12 to 
4 p.m. Admission is free. For 
more information or to schedule 
a tour, call the Riffe Gallery at 
614-644-9624. 
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Shared Inspiration: Works by Artists in
Education Through April 7. Hours: Mon
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12-8 p.m.; Sun., 12-4 p.m. TI South High 
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Artists in Residency featured in show

'l 10-·shared Inspira�on: Work �Y Artists in Educati<;>n" will be on

· rf-vi� through April 7 at the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St. . ·

Curated by Dominique Vasseur of the Springfield Museum of 

Art, the exhibit features 14 Ohio artists who have participated in

the Ohio Arts Council's Arts in Education Artist in Residency 

program. .. . . . . . '. . ·.. . .. } .
The artists, who use a variety of media arid styles,.include; ,

Juliellen Byrne of Groveport, Kate Goonan of Westerville, Deb

orah Griffing of Clintonville and Joan Tallan of Reynoldsburg. 

Admission is free. 
·""·"'· 

.........__ 
For more information call 644-9624. ___L 
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.�iffe Gallery, Ohio Arts Council, Riffe Center, 
77 S High St (downtown), 644-9624. Shared In
spiration, works by various artists. Thru 4/7. 
Open Mon-Tue 10 am-4 pm, Wed-Fri 10 am-8 
pm, Sat noon,8 pm, Sun noon-4 pm. 
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Riffe Gallery, Ohio Arts Council, Riffe Cen
ter 77 S High St (downtown), 644-9624. 
Shared Inspiration, works by various
artists. Thru 4/7. Open Mon-Tue 10 am-4 
pm, Wed-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat noon-8 pm, 
Sun noon-4 pm. 

MAR-24-2002 . . 
Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St - "Shared Inspiration: Work by 

Artists in Education," through April 7; 614-644-9624. 
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Riffe Gallery, Columbus.
■ Shared Inspiration: Work by Artists in Ed
ucation, through April 7
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Free. Call (614) 466-2613. 

• •shared Inspiration: Works by 
Artists in Education": Through 
April 7. 
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"Shared Inspiration: Work by Artists in Educa
tion" will be on display · next Thursday through
April 7 in the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St The show
features 14 Ohio artists who have participated in the
Ohio Arts Council's Artist in Residence Program: 
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Deborah Brod and Steven Finke of Cincinnati; Juli
ellen Byrne, Groveport; Stephen Fessler, Athens; Su-
san Gallagher, Cleveland Heights; Rob Gartzka and 
Kathie Jonson, Ludlow Falls; Kate Sturman Gorman, 
Westerville; Deborah Griffing, Columbus; Patty
Mitchell, New Mansfield; Deborah Pinter, Cleveland; 
Angelina Pozo, Cleveland; Diane Stemper, Oxford; 
and Joan H. Tallan, Reynoldsburg. A reception will 
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MANSFIELD, OH 
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JAN-17-2002 run from 5 to 7 p.m. next Thursday. Four events - a 
furniture-making workshop Feb. 9, a rnentorship day 
Feb. 23, a painting workshop March 9 and a family 
day March 17 - will be conducted in coajunction 
with the exhibit; call 614-995-4139. Hours: 10 am. to 
4 p.rn. Mondays and Tuesdays, 10 am. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, noon to 8 p.rn. Saturd<mc . .-

Riffe Gallery, Ohio Arts. Councii.-Riffe Centern S_Hil:/h St (downtown), 644-9624.,Shared 
lnsp1rat1on, works by various artists. 1 /24-4/7 Open Mon-Tue 1 O am-4 pm, Wed-Fri 1 o am-8pm, Sat noon-a pm, Sun noon-4 pm. 
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PM-CIRC. 46,357 
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and noon to 4 p.m. Sundays. Admission · . Call 
614-644-9624. 
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Riffe Gallery� 9 
Shared_ Inspiration: Works by Artists InEducation January 24-April 7. ReceptionJanuary 24, 5·7 p.m. Hours: Mon-Tues 10-4_p.m.; Wed-Fri, 10-8 p.m.; Sat., 12-8p.m., Sun., 12-4 p.m. 77 south High st.

'-644-9624.
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Oh6e Arts COundl Iliffe GallorJz 17 

S. High St., Colutnbu�. Mon.-Tues.; 10_ 
a.m.--4 p.m.; Wed.-Fri .. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., 

Sat., noon-8 p.m.; Sun .. noon-4 p.m. 

Free. Call (614) 466-,;;13 
• •Shand Inspiration: Wc,rlcs.by
Artists in Edu<;atiOR":-fnrough April 7. 

JAN-31-2002 
'..Ohfo Arts Council, ' 
Riffe Gallery, Columbus. 
■ Shared Inspiration: Wor1< by Artists In Ee!
ucatlon, through April 7
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Riffe Galfery, Ohio Arts Council, Riffe Center. 77
S High St (downtown), 644-9624. Shared fnspira 
t1on, works by various artists. Thru 40. Open 
Mon-Tue 10 am-4 pm. Wed-Fri 10 am-8 pm. s,,t 
noon-8 prn, Sun noon-4 pm. 
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THAU APR 7 Ritte Gallery, Verne R1tte Cente· 'er 

Government and the Arts, 77 S High St. 6P .166--

2613 (Ohio Arts Council), 614/644-9624 = "e 

Gallery) www.oac state oh.us. Shared Inspira

tion: Works by Artists in Education: T his ,r.s'.2. \

ment teatures 14 Ohio artists who have par: c:
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APR-04-2002 
RiffeGallery,OhioArtsCouncil, Riffe Center, 
77 S High St (downtown), 644-9624. Shared 
Inspiration, works by various artists. Thru 4/7. 
Open Mo[l-Tue 10 am-4 pm, Wed-Fri 10 am-8 
pm, Sat noon-8 pm, Sun noon-4 pm. 
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Ohio Arts Council Riffe Gallery: 77 
5. High St., Columbus. Mon.-Tuesday, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Wednesday-Friday, 10 
a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday, noon-8 p.m., 
Sunday, noon-4 p.m. Free. Call (614) 
466-2613. 

• "Shared Inspiration: Works by 
Artists in Education": Through 
Sunday 
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Riffe Gallery J.19 
Shared Inspiration: Works by Artists in 
Education Through April 7. Hours: Mon
Tues, 10-4 p.11).; Wed-Fri, 10-8 p.m.; Sat., 
12-8 p.m.; Sun., 12-4 p.m. 77 South High

� 644-9624. / 
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Riffe Gallery·, n S. High St. - "Shared Inspiration: Work by
.Artists 1n Education," today: 614-644-9624. 
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