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Explorations of Different Cultures Transform the Lives of Ohio Artists  
 
Connections: Ohio Artists Abroad will be on display at the Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe 
Gallery April 25 – July 7, 2002.  It is the final exhibition in a series of four at the Riffe 
Gallery celebrating the YEAR OF THE ARTIST, July 2001-July 2002. Curated by Susan 
Channing, director of SPACES in Cleveland, Connections features work conceived when 
the Ohio Arts Council gave these artists an opportunity to leave the United States, 
exchange ideas with artists from other countries and create work in a new environment.   
 
An opening reception will be held on Thursday, April 25, from 5-7 p.m.  The event is 
free and open to the public.  
 
The artists in Connections spent five to eight weeks in countries where the Ohio Arts 
Council organizes cultural exchanges – Prague, Czech Republic; Dresden, Germany; 
Herzliya, Israel – and on international projects supported by the OAC in the Netherlands, 
Italy and India. This exhibition is about the transformation that artists undergo when they 
interact with a different culture, making art that reflects experiences unique to their 
location. 
 
Artists in the exhibition include: Mary Jo Bole, Columbus; Kathleen Browne, Ravenna; 
Malcolm Cochran, Columbus; Todd DeVriese, Columbus; Claudia Esslinger, 
Gambier; Susan Ewing, Oxford; Ann Hamilton, Columbus; Masumi Hayashi, 
Cleveland; Steven Litchfield, Ravenna; Kelly Novak, Cleveland; Christopher Pekoc, 
Cleveland; Aminah Robinson, Columbus; Wendy Collin Sorin, Cleveland Heights. 
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Four events will be held in conjunction with the exhibition; all are open to the public: 
 
Thursday, April 25, 3:30-5 p.m. Connections Roundtable Discussion. Meet the  
Connections artists and learn more about this exhibition and the Ohio Arts Council’s 
International Program.  Facilitated by Wayne Lawson, Executive Director of the Ohio 
Arts Council. Free. 
 
Sunday, June 2, 2-5 p.m.  Family Day with Kathleen Browne. Learn how simple 
patterns can be a springboard for incredible art.  Participants will make their own stencils, 
create take-home pieces and contribute to a group wallpaper project. Free for children of 
all ages and their adult companions. 
 
Saturday, May 18, 1-5 p.m.  Adult Workshop: Old Fashioned ‘Zine Art with Mary 
Jo Bole. Connections artist Mary Jo Bole will lead a pre-computer journey to rediscover 
the art of the cut-and-paste, homemade magazine.  Participants should bring their own 
photos and images to build personal pages in this collaborative publication and may take 
home a copy of the finished work  $25 supply fee. Space is limited. Call 614/995-4139 
for reservations. 
 
June 8 and 9, 11:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Visit the Riffe Gallery tent at the Columbus Arts 
Festival for more hands-on fun! 
 
Kathleen Browne, Ravenna, creates metal jewelry inspired by her research in natural 
history museums. During her residency at the Cimelice castle in the Czech Republic she 
expanded on her fascination with exploring and photographing museum collections to 
create striking mixed media work.  
 
Todd DeVriese, Columbus, is a printmaker known for his meticulous prints and collages. 
DeVriese found that Dresden rewarded his longtime interest in maps. He combed 
bookstores and library sales for out-of-print maps which gave him a new perspective on 
earlier work. The resulting series comments on a political order that has been altered 
forever.  
 
Claudia Esslinger, Gambier, was influenced by the history of Dresden, particularly the 
images of the bombing of the city. She confronted its devastation in a video installation  
that took on new meaning after September 11. Esslinger revised the piece to further 
explore the act of destruction on a personal and cultural level.  
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Susan Ewing, Oxford, is a metal artist who taught for two years in Prague as a result of 
her 1996 residency there. She later created a series of metal jewelry and hollowware 
reflecting the depth of her experience with the culture of Prague.    
 
Sculptor Steven Litchfield, of Ravenna, became fascinated by the Czechs’ delight in 
their new capitalism. Normally working with wooden furniture, Litchfield used his 
residency as an opportunity to work with plastic. The resulting installation is a 
commentary on the dichotomy of Czechoslovakia’s historic past and contemporary 
obsession with the new and commercial. 
 
Kelly Novak, is a printmaker and founding member of Zygote Press, the Cleveland 
printmaking workshop that Dresden artists visit annually.  Novak’s experiences in the 
museums and galleries in Berlin and Prague eventually influenced her to completely alter 
her printmaking style. The resulting work uses the blackest German-made inks 
juxtaposed with bold blocks of intense color.  
 
Christopher Pekoc, a Cleveland photographer who often works with large-scale, cut and 
stitched photographic fragments, was compelled to create his first interior installation 
based on a room at the Cimelice castle.  The sumptuous work brings to mind the 
aristocratic culture of the castle’s past.    
 
In 1998, Aminah Robinson, of Columbus, participated in an exchange in Herzliya, 
Israel. During her residency she painted and sewed on a huge roll of cloth, documenting 
the people and places she encountered.  Using hundreds of objects collected in Israel, 
Robinson has worked on this intricately layered tapestry since her return to Ohio.  
 
Wendy Collin Sorin, of Cleveland Heights, used her residency opportunity to reflect 
upon the history of her Eastern European ancestors. A visit to Buchenwald moved her to 
create work that would speak to the devastation of WWII, when the negation of people’s 
identities reduced them to numbers. While Sorin made traditional prints during the day at 
the Grafikwerkstatt printmaking studio in Dresden, she spent the evenings crafting 
intimate text collages from old German books and advertisements she found. 
 
Several artists in Connections completed individual international journeys with assistance 
from the Ohio Arts Council, apart from the residency exchange program:   
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Ceramicist Mary Jo Bole, of Columbus, used a visit to Extrapool, a center for visual arts 
and media in Nijmegen, Netherlands, to work in a different medium and create artist 
books. Working with a stencil printing mimeograph press, Bole created printed books  
that focus on the interaction of artists, technology and the public. 

 
Columbus sculptor and public artist Malcolm Cochran, visited the Netherlands in 1997 
and created monumental public pieces based on his experiences there.  He published a 
journal that beautifully documents his four-part public art project. While the major 
projects from the Netherlands have already been exhibited around Ohio, Connections will 
feature Cochran’s first-person narrative about the background of each piece.  
 
Ann Hamilton, Columbus, was the U.S. representative to the 48th Venice Biennale in 
1999. Her major installation, myein, included a steel grid of rippled glass panes built 
outside the American pavilion. Hamilton was inspired to create a new series from the 
installation when she discovered that when she stood behind the rippled panes, her face 
became an abstract painting, changing with the light.  
 
Masumi Hayashi, Cleveland, is known for her photographic reconstructions of 
architectural and archaeological spaces. She had never included people in her panoramic 
photo collages. But in India the bright, exotic garments added a magical aspect to the 
places she photographed, and the people enriched her concept of ritual.  
 
Connections: Ohio Artists Abroad is supported by the Ohio Building Authority. Media 
sponsors include Columbus Alive, Small Business News, and Time Warner Cable. 
 
Connections will be exhibited at SPACES in Cleveland from September 13 through 
October 25 and at the Weston Art Gallery, Aronoff Center for the Arts in Cincinnati from 
November 22, 2002 through January 18, 2003. 
 
A 92-page, full color catalog of the exhibition will be available for $10.  
 
The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, showcases the work of Ohio's 
artists and curators, exhibitions produced by the Ohio Arts Council’s International 
Program and the collections of the region’s museums and galleries.  The Riffe Gallery’s 
Education Program seeks to increase public appreciation and understanding of those 
exhibitions. The gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts, State 
and High Streets, Columbus, OH. Hours are Monday and Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Saturday 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-



4 p.m.  Admission is free.  For information or to schedule a tour call the Riffe Gallery at 
614/644-9624. 
 
The Ohio Arts Council, a state agency established in 1965, builds the state through the 
arts—economically, educationally and culturally—preserving the past, enhancing the 
present and enriching the future for all Ohioans. The Council believes the people of Ohio 
should share the arts.  The arts arise from public, individual and organizational efforts.  
The OAC supports and encourages those efforts. 
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