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International Exhibition Reveals Cultural Identities Shaped Through Photography 

 
The View From Here: Recent Pictures From Central Europe and the American Midwest, 
will be on view at the Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery May 22 through July 6, 2003. 
The exhibition includes 84 photographic works by 22 contemporary artists who live and 
work in Central Europe and the American Midwest. An opening reception will be held on 
Thursday, May 22, from 5-7 p.m. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Curated by Catherine Evans, The View From Here explores the significance and unique 
role of place in shaping cultural identity. The participating artists have been materially 
informed by the places in which they live – the cities, towns, and villages of two different 
but intertwined regions of the world. The artists selected for this exhibition are masters of 
employing a sophisticated artistic vocabulary and presenting a unique perspective of the 
localities in which they live – localities that are far removed from the traditional large 
cultural centers of their respective continents. 
 
The View From Here is the final exhibition in the Heartland Project series 
(www.heartlandproject.org), produced by Arts Midwest and the Ohio Arts Council’s 
International Program. The series explores the impact of culture on life in the American 
Midwest and Central Europe. The exhibition was organized in partnership with the 
Ludwig Museum Budapest – Museum of Contemporary Art. Prior to its United States 
debut, The View From Here was exhibited at the Ludwig Museum Budapest – Museum 
of Contemporary Art in Budapest, Hungary and the Stone Bell House, City Gallery of 
Prague, Czech Republic.  
 
Four broad themes shape The View From Here: natural landscape, built or constructed 
environments, social commentaries gleaned through the artists' observations and 
experiences, and reflections on cultural values. These themes are common to the work of 
artists from both the American Midwest and Central Europe, and when their work is 
juxtaposed, their similarities and contrasts gain resonance. 
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Two events will be held in conjunction with this exhibition; both are free and open to the 
public: 
 
Wednesday, June 4, 2003, 12 – 1 p.m. Lecture and Tour with Catherine Evans 
Curator Catherine Evans will lead a tour of the exhibition while discussing the 
similarities and differences between the American Midwest and Central Europe as 
presented through the photographs in The View From Here. 
 
Sunday, June 22, 2003, 2 – 4 p.m. SNAP! Family Day at the Riffe Gallery 
Children of all ages and their parents are invited to learn the basics of photography with 
professional photographer Stephanie Bair-Garant. Participants should bring an item of 
significance – or even a person – to photograph in one of our unique photo stations. 
Create your own portrait or still life and learn to shoot like a pro. Disposable cameras will 
be provided. Participants also may have a free Polaroid portrait snapped with family or 
friends inside a giant picture frame. 
 
Following its U.S. premiere at the Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery, The View From 
Here will travel to SPACES, Cleveland (September 12 – October 24, 2003); the 
Minnesota Center for Photography, Minneapolis, Minnesota (December 6, 2003 – 
January 25, 2004); and the Erie Art Museum, Erie, Pennsylvania (February 13 – April 11, 
2004).  
 
A 120-page full-color catalog produced by Arts Midwest and the Ohio Arts Council will 
be available for $10 at the Riffe Gallery. 
 
The View From Here: Recent Pictures From Central Europe and the American Midwest 
was produced by Arts Midwest and the Ohio Arts Council’s International Program in 
partnership with the Ludwig Museum Budapest–Museum of Contemporary Art. Financial 
support is provided by the Trust for Mutual Understanding, the Ohio Arts Foundation, 
Inc., and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. Major support for The Heartland Project 
Web site is provided by AT&T. 
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The Riffe Gallery is supported by Ohio Building Authority. Media sponsors include 
Alive, Ohio Magazine and Time Warner Cable. 
 
The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, showcases the work of Ohio's 
artists and curators, exhibitions produced by the Ohio Arts Council’s International 
Program and the collections of the region’s museums and galleries.  The Riffe Gallery’s 
Education Program seeks to increase public appreciation and understanding of those 
exhibitions. The gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts, State 
and High Streets, Columbus, OH. Hours are Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4 p.m.  Closed 
Monday. Admission is free.  For information or to schedule a tour call the Riffe Gallery 
at 614/644-9624. 
 
The Ohio Arts Council is a state agency that funds and supports quality arts experiences 
to strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally and economically. 
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