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Flight 

Katherine Kadish turns to the Greek myth 

of Icarus and its lesson about human hubris. 

Icarus' mistake was not that he wanted to 

fly, but that he wanted to fly higher than 

anyone else. The large scale of the painting 

allows the viewer to enter Icarus' world and 

experience him as a companion, not a small 

object seen from the ground. 

Perception of the landscape informs Jean 

Koeller's paintings, as she asks the question: 

What do birds see? She focuses on both the 

beautiful and the mundane forms of 19th 

century buildings that surround her third 

floor studio in downtown Dayton. 

For many years Andy Snow has 

photographed the dancers of the renowned 

Dayton Contemporary Dance Company, 

one of the most highly regarded African 

American dance troupes in the United States. 

In his work, dance becomes human flight as 

the dancers defy gravity. 

Diane Fitch's forays into the cavernous halls Performance artist Will Davis studied this 

of the U.S. Air Force Museum have resulted material to produce Escape from Earth, 

in eerie florescent light-tinged paintings of 

obsolete airplanes and the upright flight 

suits of long-dead pilots. Ray Must also 

sketches at the U.S. Air Force Museum. 

His work combines a sense of whimsy with 

a love for the history of flight and historic 

airplanes. 

Flight is an ubiquitous presence in the 

natural world, so it is no surprise that 

two artists explore this theme. Diane 

Stemper creates small-scale books and 

collages focusing on the effortless, 

instinctual flight of birds and insects. Yasue 

Sakaoka's birds, though less literal, are no 

less poetic. Their pure white forms are 

suggested by the ancient art of origami

Japanese paper folding. 

The idea of flight has always conjured up 

new worlds. Jud Yalkut goes "back to the 

future" with his video installation piece that 

uses excerpts from the Flash Gordon science 

fiction serials of the 1930s. 

Artifacts of flight other than airplanes 

are also plentiful in Dayton. One of the 

world's most complete Wright Brothers 

archives is found at Wright State University. 
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Jean Koeller, 
Untitled, 2000, 
oil on canvas 

Andy Snow, 
Angels, 
photograph 

Diane Fitch, 
Astronauts, 1996, 
oil on paper 

which incorporates the words of the 

Wright Brothers' diaries and sounds of their 

early planes. 

Anne Hubler's fiber art often celebrates the 

arts in her hometown. Flyover pays tribute 

to the large-scale sculpture of the same 

name, which was erected in downtown 

Dayton in 1996. Her Tribute to the Tuskegee 

Airmen documents a Dayton Contemporary 

Dance Company ballet. 

Rather than art about flight or airplanes, 

Ron Kaplan focuses on art that was actually 

on airplanes. He reproduces the nose art 

emblems of World War II, using large squares 

of salvaged airplane aluminum. 

Though working with different tools, 

each artist in Imagining Flight explores the 

myriad landscape of invention, creation, and 

the perception of space, like the Wright 

Brothers did a hundred years ago. They 

all share a vision that redefines the realm 

of the possible. 

From an essay by Kay J<oeninger, 

Executive Director, 

Dayton Visual Arts Center 

Diane Stemper, 
Final Flight, 2000, 
ar tist's book with 
lino prints & text 

Anne Hubler, 
Flyover, 1996, 
fiber 

Ron Kaplan, 
Memphis Belle, 
1998, paint on 
aluminum 



RIFFE GALLERY EVENTS 

Exhibition Tour with Kay Koeninger FREE! 

Thursday, July 24, 2003, 4:30-5 p.m. 

Curator Kay Koeninger will discuss how Dayton artists explore the fascinating theme 

of flight - in reality and myth, past and present - during this centennial year of the 

Wrights' invention. 

Public Opening Reception FREE! 

Thursday, July 24, 2003, 5-7 p.m. 

Imagining Flight artist Will Davis will present Escape From Earth, a 20-minute special 

performance, at 6 p.m. in the Riffe Gallery. Davis will merge text from the Wright 

Brothers' diaries with sound and minimalist music to create a unique homage to 

Wilbur and Orville Wright. 

Imagining Kites! 

Family Day at the Riffe Gallery FREE! 

Sunday, September 28, 2003, 2-4 p.m. 

Children of all ages and their parents are invited to let artistic expression soar to new 

heights as they create real, flyable kites with Imagining Flight artist Yasue Sakaoka. 

Celebrate the centennial of the Wright Brothers' flight and the art it has inspired by 

creating and flying a masterpiece of your own. Children and parents are encouraged 

to work in teams. Each kite takes approximately one hour to complete. Materials will 

be provided. 
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We're Building Ohio Through The Arts 

The Ohio Arts Council is a state agency that funds and 

supports quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio 

communities culturally, educationally and economically. 

Bob Taft, Governor 

Susan R. Sofia, OAC Board Chair 

Wayne P. Lawson, Executive Director 

The Ohio Arts Council is an equal opportunity employer. 

The Riffe Gallery, operated by the Ohio Arts Council, 

showcases the work of Ohio's artists and curators, 

exhibitions produced by the Ohio Arts Council 

International Program and the collections of the 

region's museums and galleries. The Riffe Gallery's 

Education Program seeks to increase public 

appreciation and understanding of those exhibitions. 
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77 South High Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 
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Summer Gallery Hours 

Tu 10-4 

W, Th & F 10-5:30

Sat & Sun 12-4

Closed Monday 

Free Admission 


