REVIEW | RIFFE GALLERY
Wrights’ exploits inspire exhibit with
lofty aims

Sunday, August 31, 2003

Christopher A . Yates
FOR THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Organized in response to the 100
th anniversary of Orville and
Wilbur Wright’s invention of the
airplane, "Imagining Flight"
explores flight as artistic
metaphor.

Refusing to simply illustrate '
aspects of aviation, the 12 Untitled (Origami Installation) by

Dayton-area artists represented ~ Yasue Sakaoka
offer broad mterpretations of the 8

theme. Curated by Kay
Koeninger, director of the
Dayton Visual Arts Center, the
show seeks to demonstrate that
"flight" is a creative state of
mind.

Though thematically linked, the
work is disparate. Walking
through the exhibition, the
viewer senses a visual
awkwardness difficult to ignore.
One problem is the inclusion of
a wide variety of artists working
in diverse mediums. Too much
diversity dilutes the power of
several pieces.

Another concern 1s that the show
sometimes appears to be an
advertisement for local
institutions such as the Air Force
Museum and the Dayton




Contemporary Dance Company.
Flash Video Flash Gordon Rocket
For most of the artists, the Ship by Jud Yalkut
concept of flight is clearly
incidental rather than central to their personal visions. One of the
strongest pieces is Jud Yalkut’s Flash Video Flash Gordon Rocket
Ship. Functioning as a component of a video installation, the
centrally located "rocket ship" sits between two wall-mounted,
companion pieces — Flash Video I and Flash Crash Video.
Embedded within the rocket are two video monitors running clips
from the 1930s Flash Gordon scifi movie serials. With humor and an
eye toward an ever-evolving perception of technology, Yalkut edits
the video, adding special effects with implied commentary. As
viewers examine the rocket, black-and-white video monitors display
their motions on the two companion pieces. Ominously tilted, the
images on the monitors suggest that Ming the Merciless might be
watching. Another strong piece is Yasue Sakaoka’s Untitled (Origami
Installation). Consisting of six folded paper banners, the work
suggests progressive movement. On a purely emotive level, this
piece gracefully speaks to the exhibit’s theme.

Diane Fitch’s paintings of displaycase installations at the Air Force
Museum are evocative and a bit ominous. To appreciate her work
fully, one must consider the title of each piece. Though the subject
seems innocuous, a title such as Gays in the Military makes the
viewer consider larger societal issues.

Presenting aerial or rooftop views of Dayton, Jean Koeller’s
paintings offer unique city perspectives. She elevates the anonymous,
making sites such as Junkyard I worthy of consideration. Though her
imagery is strong, her technique is sometimes lacking. She uses a
similar brush stroke throughout her work — regardless of spatial
location or material form.

Ron Kaplan’s reproductions of "noseart emblems" from WWII
aircraft are historically interesting but far removed from context.
Separated from actual aircraft, pieces such as Shoo Shoo Shoo Baby
lose historic, cultural and personal meaning. In the form presented,
they could hang on any "Americana" restaurant wall.

Though selected as the exhibition’s signature piece, Katherine
Kadish’s Icarus i1s weak compared with her monotypes. Her color is
confident and resolved in her prints. Aerial View 5 uses simple bands
of color to imply aerial views and distant vistas.

Using images of birds and insects, Diane Stemper focuses on flight as
instinct in her artist’s books. Books such as Final Flight are
compelling yet difficult to appreciate while encased. Her work



demands to be touched and considered.

Other works in the exhibition include quilts by Mary Borkowski and
Anne Hubler, drawings by Ray Must, a performance by Will Davis
and photographs by Andy Snow.

One hundred years ago, the Wright brothers made the age-old dream
of flight a reality. That moment changed the world. Though we take
jets and airplanes for granted, flight as a spiritual, physical and
emotional journey remains a source of artistic vision.

* ““Imagining Flight: Explorations by Dayton Artists" continues
through Oct. 19 at the Riffe Gallery, 77 S. High St. Hours: 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays through
Fridays, and noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Call
614-644-9624 or visit www.riffegallery.org.

Copyright © 2003, The Columbus Dispatch
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With myriad options,

revelers can sate other senses, too

By Frank Gabrenya
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

ear all that buzzing and wailing
and screeching and squawking
and plucking and honking and
banging and booming?

Ah, the sounds of summer.

The noisiest season is under way, with
indoor and outdoor events set to elevate
decibel levels between now and Labor
Day.

zs always, the loudest sounds will be
heard Downtown on July 3 — when fire-
works celebrate the temporarily re-chris-
tened Red, White and Bicentennial Boom!

Plenty of other events, however, might
challenge the patriotic pyrotechnics for
sheer volume. :

Consider the potential ground-shifting
around Ohio Stadium when Metallica,
Limp Bizkit, Linkin Park, the Deftones and
Mudvayne — rock ensembles not prized
for subtlety — shake the 'Shoe on July 19.

A new name couldn’t change the repu-
tation of Germain (nee Polaris) Amphithe-
ater, the site for acts such as Poison, Skid
Row, Pearl Jam, Peter Gabriel, Santana,
Bon Jovi, Aerosmith, Kiss and Alabama,
whose country roots can't disguise the size
of its amps.

Like your noise packaged? The
amphitheater will host Lollapalooza
(including Incubus and Jane's Addiction),
Brooks & Dunn’s Neon Circus and Wild
West Show, and the latest Ozzfest, headed
by Ozzy Osbourne and Marilyn Manson —
a program steeped in family values of one
kind or another.

PromoWest Pavilion, Nationwide Arena
and Value City Arena will have their share
of eardrum threats, as will the Ohio State
Fair, which, along with the usual midway
cacophony, will present a concert slate
ranging from Eddie Money and Bow Wow
to the Glenn Miller Orchestra and (as
mandated by state law) the Oak Ridge
Boys.

Gentler music will emanate from parks
around town through the Music in the Air
series and on the lawn of Chemical
Abstracts Service, where Picnic With the
Pops, starring the Columbus Symphony
Orchestra, will welcome Roberta Flack,

Sha Na Na, the Dukes of Dixie-
land and Big Bad Voodoo Dad-
dy (a zoot-suited swing band,
not a nickname for maestro
Alessandro Siciliani).
Even the venerable Summer
-Movie Series at the Ohio
. Theatre seems keyed to familiar
I sounds: What movie buff does-
" ‘n't instantly recognize the pul-
/- sating theme from Jaws, the
:‘screeching violins of Psycho, the
joyous splashing of Singin’in
the Rain or the small-arms fire
"' of The Godfather?
" 'Even the film advertised as
I “silent” — Buster Keaton's The
* Cameraman — will be accom-

CLEVELAND, GHIO 44115
216/24140675
CE N{ERVILL"E BELLBROOK
KETTERING, OH
W-3IRC. 2,843
MAY-21-2003

\

g‘ Irhagining Flight, an exhi-

bition of works by Dayton
artists exploring the con-
cept of flight, opened May
12 at both the Dayton Visual
Arts Center (DVAC) and
Kettering Tower Lobby.

DVAC’s handicapped
accessible gallery is locat-
ed in the lobby of 40 West
Fourth Centre at Fourth
and Ludlow Streets while
Kettering Tower is at
Second and Main Streets in
downtown Dayton. A free
brochure accompanies the
exhibition.

Imagining Flight, curated
by DVAC Executive
Director Kay Koeninger,
was inspired by the centen-
nial of Orville and Wilbur
Wright's achievement. The
Wright Brothers had to

imagine flight before they
could invent it. And that
critical leap is what con-
nects the Wright Brothers
down through the century
to the 12 contemporary
artists. all from Dayton. in
the exhibition.

The artists in Imagining
Flight take highly personal
approaches to the theme,
employing a wide range of
media and inspiration. The
artists are: Mary Borkowski,
fiber; Will Davis, perfor-
mance;

Diane Fitch, painting:

Anne Hubler, fiber:
Katherine Kadish, painting:
R [¢] n
Kaplan, painting; Jean

Koeller, painting; Ray Must,
drawing; Yasue Sakaoka,
sculpture; Andy Snow, pho-

‘Imagining Flight’ now open at
Dayton, Kettering locations

tography; Diane Stemper,
book art: and Jud Yalkut,
video installation.

Imagining Flight will
remain on view at both
venues through July 11.
Gallery hours at DVAC are
10 am. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and 1 to 4
p.m. on Saturday. Hours at
Kettering Tower are 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m.. Monday through
Friday.

At its conclusion in
Dayton., Imagining Flight
travels to Columbus where
it will be on view at the
Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe
Gallery on Capital Square.
The Riffe Gallery is in the
Vern Riffe Center for
Government and the Arts at
77 South High St. For more
information, call 224-DVAC.
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panied by a robust soundtrack,
provided by Clark Wilson on the
Morton organ.

The prominent effect at the
Wexner Center for the Arts,
meanwhile, will resemble a ma-
cho grunt, as the film program
screens a series of tough-guy
movies starring cinematic
hunks such as Clint Eastwood,
Lee Marvin and Steve
McQueen.

The cadences of Elizabethan

couplets will spill out of Schiller

Park, while Latin and jazz
rhythms will compete along the

. Downtown riverfront with the

sizzle of meat on a grill.

For outdoor lovers seeking re-
lief from the urban din, Metro
Parks events will showcase the
sounds of nature: frogs, birds,

ST

crickets. Expected to crash the
party, of course, are the
traditional summer predators
— flies, bees, wasps,
mosquitoes.

Works of art often don't make
any noise, but they inspire the
imagination: Hark to the rum-
ble of the surf while viewing a
George Bellows painting of the
Maine seacoast at the Colum-
bus Museum of Art. Listen to
the roar of an airplane engine
or a rocket liftoff while seeing a
collection of flight-related art in
the Riffe Gallery. And think of
giggles and guffaws while visit-
ing a two-part Ohio State Uni-
versity show honoring Ohio car-
toonists.

All the summer sounds,
though, might run second to

ﬂ%ghts promised by Cirque

du Soleil, the international
troupe that will bring its East-
ern-themed spectacular, Dra-
lion (“dragon and lion”), to a
tent near Nationwide Arena for
performances July 24 through
Aug. 10.

The intricate blend of acroba-
tics, ballet and physical stamina
will prove once and for all that
French entertainment doesn't
end with mimes in whiteface
walking against the wind. |

Sample the wide range of
summer choices in this section
— and forgive the lack of audio
accompaniment in keeping
with the theme. Instead, try
having someone read it aloud to
you.
fgabrenya@dispatch.com
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Lofty

creations

Works capture dream
and reality of flight

"MEMPHIS
BELLE"

Memphis Belle by Ron Kaplan

Icarus by Katherine Kadish

By BIll Mayr
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

magination comes before creation.

That's true of inventors — and artists.
“Imagining Flight: Explorations by Day-
ton Artists” will bring to the Columbus area

the centennial celebration of the-Wright
Brothers flights. The exhibition will open
Thursday in the Riffe Gallery, run by the
Ohio Arts Council. e o

Flight is taken sericusly in Dayton. 4

The city has an abiding pride in the Wrights:
The annual Dayton Air Show, which ended vester-
day, is a big civic event: the massive Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base, with about 22,000 workers,
is one of the largest U.S. Air Force operations.

Such interest serves as a backdrop and jump-
ing-off place for contemporary creations.

“Flight does play a role in Dayton-area art,”
said Kay Koeninger, who organized the show as

See LOFTY Page B6

> “Imagining Flight Explorations by Dayton Artists” will
open with a free reception from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday and
continue through Oct. 19 at the Riffe Gallery in the Riffe
Center, 77 S. High St. Summer hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays through Fri-
days and noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Call 614-
644-9624.

/
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executive director of the Dayton
Visual Arts Center. “It’s not air-
Planes, per se, but the con-
ception of flight ”

The pieces by 12 artists cover
the gamut of art forms — paint-
ings, sculptural works, books,
fiber, audio and video,

“I defined the theme very
loosely because I think that
makes it a more interesting
show,” Koeninger said.

The exhibit features images of
airplanes but also references to
the destruction sometimes
wrought by military aircraft and
to the flight undertaken by birds
and insects — as well as the
dreams of flight that humans
have long held.

Katherine Kadish of Yellow
Springs painted her version of
Icarus, the mythological figure
who flew too close to the sun,

" “The Icarus theme always just
touched me so hard — the idea
of that yearning that everyone
has to see more, to explore
more, to take chances,” Kadish
said. “I've had a lot of dreams
about flight. I've always had
them — dreams where my body
is flying.

“Every time Iflyin a plane,
always take a window seat and
look down on the landscape.”

Three of her paintings look
like imaginary aerial views,

Yasue Sakaoka, a Columbus
resident who teaches art in Day-
ton, might work in just the right
medium for the show: She cre-
ated an airy, soaring sculptural
piece from paper — an image of
flying birds or flying Wrights.

Ohio Tourism: Ohio Discover-eNews!

@, Search Ohio

@~ Discover Ohio Travel Club

Meanwhile, Diane Fitch takes
a more somber view in a series
of paintings of the Air Force
Museum.

The museum draws memo-
ries “from a recurring nightmare
I had as a child during the
Cuban missile crisis,” said Fitch,
an art professor at Wright State
University.

The 6%-foot Flash Video by
Jud Yalkut harks back to the
space dreams of the 1930s Flash
Gordon era.

To the video artist, flight
means “the whole visionary
thing — getting away from the
mundane into the upper strato-
sphere of thought.”

“Imagining Flight” includes a
work that isn't visual.

Will Davis will perform Escape
From Earth, his 20-minute spo-
ken-word piece, at 6 p.m.
Thursday, during the opening
reception.

An abbreviated version will be
offered on a compact-disc play-
er in the gallery.

Davis works at the Wright
State library, where he has read
diaries and other writings
Orville and Wilbur Wiright.

The archives also have re-
cordings of airplane motors
from their era.

“I guess flight begins with
watching. . . a bird gliding over
the countryside or the waves of
an ocean — wings and wind
and rhythm,” Davis says on his
recording.

Excerpts from the Wrights'
Wwritings are spoken; in the
background, a primitive motor
coughs and sputters to life, then
picks up speed.

Imagination takes flight.

bmayr@dispatch.com
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Dayton Artists Take Flight Celebrating Centennial of Wright

Brothers Achievement
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Email Address:
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Remember Me

Throughout Ohio, art takes flight this fall o_ffermg a delight for_- all th
senses. An exhibit celebrating the centennial of Orville and Wilbur
Wright's remarkable achievement will be on view at the Ohio Arts
Council's Riffe Gallery July 24 - October 19, 2003. Curated by_Kay
Koeninger, Imagining Flight: Explorations by Dayton Artists
includes 39 works by 12 Dayton-area artists inspired by the concep
flight. An opening reception will be held on Thursday, July 24, from
B .M. The event is free and open to the public. The legacy of Daytor
Wright Brothers is evident in the westernVOhro City even today. As :
result, the artists in the exhibition take highly personal approaches
theme of flight, employing a wide range of inspiration and medl_a,
i including painting, drawing, video, photography, bookmaking, fiber
scuipture and performance.

Imagining Kites! Family Day at the Riffe Gallery takes place Sunday, September 28, ZOE
from 2 - 4 p.m. Children of all ages and their narents_are invited to let artistic expression soe
new heights as they create fiyable kites. Imagining Flight artist Yasue Sakaoka will demonstr.
three different types of kites - Origami, Delta and Tetrlahedron‘ Celebrate the centennial of tt
Wright Brothers’ flight and the art it has inspired by flying a‘masterplece of your awn. Mater
be provided. For more information call 614/644-9624 or visit www.riffegallery.org.
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Exhibit: Imagining Flight
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“od IMagining Flight celebrates the

- connotations of flight, in both fact and
fl fiction. Eleven leading Dayton artists
who work in a variety of media,
including painting, drawing, video,
photography, bookmaking, fiber art,
sculpture and performance take highly
personal approaches to the theme of
flight. The artists in Imagining Flight are: Mary Borkowski, Will Davis,
Diane Fitch, Anne Hubler, Katherine Kadish, Ron Kaplan, Jean
Koeller, Ray Must, Yasue Sakaoka, Andy Snow, Diane Stemper and
Jud Yalkut.

Where?

Riffe Gallery

Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts
77 S. High St.

Columbus, OH 43215

614-644-9624

When?

Through October 19
Tu, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
W-Fr, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sa, Noon-8 p.m.
Su, Noon-4 p.m.

More Entertainment

http://www.aroundrr.comentertainment/Story.asp?ID:?O



Layion ariists soar in Imagining rlignt  at Kiffe Galiery

John Matuszak Mq

stside Editor

One hundred vears ago, the Wright Brothers
ivented flight with wood and meral and wires,
hut first the idea had to be born in the mind

*Thev had to imagine flight before invenung
thght.” according 1o Kav Koeninger. curator of

imagining Expiorations by D

Artists. on display now through Oct. 19 at the
Rifre Center Gal
In connection with the centennial of flight,

crv in downrown Columbus,

Roeninger has found a fascination with the con-
cept among 12 arnsts who work and teach in
Davton, a community steeped in the lore of avia-
tion.

The 39 works on display reveal the universal
hoid the concepr of flight has on the human psy-
che. from the ancient legend of Icarus. to flights of

m@ancayin

h Gordon serials. to the darker impli-
carions of dominaung the skies

Koeninger started organizing the exhibit three

vears ago with the question "Arc Davion artists

influenced by fhight?”

What she found is a colony of creative people
in manv mediums who have absorbed the legacy or
the Wright Brothers. some overtly and others
aimost subconscioushy

Kocninger uncovered works relating o the
theme that artists had never publicly displayed.

A sgnawre picce of “Imagining Flight” is
Katherine Kadish's large-scale canvas, “lcarus.’

icting the Greek hero who fell o his death after

flving tao close to the sun with wings held rogeth-
er with wax

For Koeninger. the painting “is a metaphor for
human impericction, for hubris, for trving to flv
higher.”

Kadish also created a series of abstract paint-
ings of a birds-eve view of the landscape from an
arpls

Jean Koeller answgrs the auestion “what does a

bird sée?” in a different way, and from a different
vantage point - the windows of her studio over-
looking the industrial section of Dayton.

Yasue Sakaoka's origami installation reminded
Koeninger of a flock of flying birds.

Turns out this isn't whart the artist had 1n mind
at all. Bur the lightweight paper and bamboo con-

strucrion s flexible enough ro allow every viewer
to draw their own conclusions.

In fact, every ume Sakaoka puts up the sculp-
ture, it is different, and can be trimmed to fit the
space available.

Andv Snow’s photo reproductions illustra

that there are many ways for people to leave their
carthly boundaries, and to rise above prejudice.

Snow, a Columbus native. displays images
from the Dayton Contemporary Dance Company,
one of the premiere African-American dance
troupes in the country.

Their energetic leaps show “how human beings
can defv gravin,” Koeninger pointed out. “And
the only way to capture this is in photography.”

Using compurters, Snow has removed back-
grounds. puttng the dancers in a space “where
there is no horizon. that is limitless,” Koeninger
noted. .
Two of the images come from “On the Wings
of Angels,” an homage to the Tuskegee Airmen,
the first black fighter squadron thar defied bigotry
and won acclaim during World War I1.

Whimsical visions of flight are explored in
video artist Jud Yalkut's installation inspired by the
1930s Flash Gordon movie serial, described as
“cowboys and Indians with a lot of tin foil.”

Yalkur replays distorted images from the serial
within a silver rocket ship, commenting on our
own distorted images of the furure.

Hidden cameras within the gallery mean “vou
too can be in a Flash Gordon episode,” Koeninger
said.

Inspired by images from the 1940s, but with a
melancholy cdge, Ron Kaplan re-creates airplane
fusclage art found on planes during World War IL
Often these take the shape of pinup girls.

The originals were often painted by amarteur
artists entering combat.

“Young men facing death want a talisman,”
Koeninger said. “Often this rurns out to be rhe
ideal of 2 woman.” a motif also seen on the mast-
heads of ships.

Flight and the shadow of destruction find their
wayv into tne prints of Rav Must.

Also from the World War 11 generation, Must
fell in love with airplanes. and later became con-
cerned about nuclear proliferation, Koeninger
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Katherine Kadish’s “Icarus,” depicting the doomed flight of the Greek hero, |
on display as part of “lmagining Flight,” at the Riffe Center Gallery non
through Oct. 19. The exhibit features Dayton area artists who have been inflv
enced by the legacy of flight in their community.

Ron Kaplan uses the same materials found in the original planes to create fu
lage art like the figures that decorated World War aircraft. Below, Video art
Jud Yalkut inserted distorted images of Flash Gordon serials into his rocl

ship installation, while the screen at the rear captures

tors with hidden cameras.

Museum. For Fitch, the wav the aircraft hang sus-
had afrer

pended  reminds her of nightmares she
the Cuban missile Crisiy

Fitchs paintings. including "Nas: in a Box.”
retlect this disonentation

This series of painungs has never been show

Ko

ger said.

Imagining Flight” serves at least two purpos-
es. commented Roeninger, a Columbus native
and graduate of Walnut Ridge High School. now
director of the Davton Visual Arts C

1 think we made our point Dayton

artists are influenced by flight.” she said

The other purpose is to lift up Davton’s visu-
al artists, who are often overshadowed by the
communiry’s performing arts.

“The visual aris in Dayton don't always get
their due. Davton has fantastic visual artists,
tou,” Koeninger said.

The Riffe Gallery is located on the first floor
of the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the
Arts, at 77 S. High St. in downtown Columbus.

Admission is free. and summer hours are
Tuesdavs. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday-Friday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.: and Saturdays and Sundays.

noon-4 p.m. The gallery is closed Mondays.

Special  events  in  conjunction with
“Imagining Flight” include “Imagining Kites
Faimilv Day.” Sept. 28 from 2-4 p.m. Children
..nd parents can create their own flyable kites.
Artist Yasue Sakaoka will demonstrate
i:hree tvpes of kites - origami, delta and
‘tetrahedron.

footage of gallery vi
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ne hundred years ago, two

In addition to paintings or

kites with Sakaoka at the Ohio

et your creativity soar in kite workshop at gallery

brothers from Dayton
turned their dream of fly-
Ing into a reality.
Orvﬂle and Wilbur
%ht first had to imag-
ine flight before they
could buiId

sculptures of planes, spacesh:ps
and birds, some artists’ cre-
ations are based on what they
imagine flying to be like. It may
be photographs of
dancers soaring
through the air, a
painting of how the

an airplane
that would make
it possible.

Artists are doing the
same thing — imagining g
what they are going to !5
create — before they
actually create it.
Because flight intrigues people,
it's no surprise that artists are
Inspired by it.

Today, Dayton (75 miles west
of Columbus) is home to a rich
flight heritage because of the
Wright brothers' legacy and the
presence of the U.S. Air Force
Museum and Wright-Patterson
r Force Base. As a result,
sts from western Ohio often
ugg flight themes in their work.

Earth looks from miles

”A above or evén a poem or
5 )\ song about the meaning
of flight.

One Ohio artist,
Yasue Sakaoka, uses
an art form called origami from

her native Japan to conjure
images of flight. Origamiis a
Japanese word that means to
fold (oru) paper (kami). Sakao-
ka's folded paper sculptures
bring to mind a flock of graceful
birds floating through the air.

Can you think of any other
origami art that makes you
think of flying?

How about kites? You can
learn how to create origami

Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery from
2 to 4 p.m. Sept. 28.

As part of the exhibit “Imag-
ining Flight: Explorations by
Dayton Artists,” Sakaoka will
teach children and their parents
how to let their artistic expres-
sion soar. Working in child/par-
ent teams, visitors will create
flyable kites using traditional
origami methods. Admission is
free.

The Riffe Gallery is located in
the Riffe Center, 77 S. High St.,
Downtown.

For more information on the
exhibit, which runs through
Oct. 19, call the Riffe Gallery at
614-644-9624 or visit www.riffe-

gallery.org.

Sources: Information for Cul-
ture Creature was provided by
the Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe
Gallery, in cooperation with the
Columbus Arts Marketing Asso-

ciation.
*
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A work by Yasue Sakno}ca on display in the Riffe Gallery

COURTESY OF OHIO ARTS COUNCILS RIFFE GALLERY
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Lofty creations
Works capture dream and reality of flight

Monday, July 21, 2003
By Bill Mayr THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Imagination comes before creation. That’s true
of inventors — and artists. ‘‘Imagining Flight:
Explorations by Dayton Artists" will bring to
the Columbus area the centennial celebration of

the Wright Brothers flights. The exhibition will "MEMPHIS
open Thursday in the Riffe Gallery, run by the BELLE"
Ohio Arts Council. Flight is taken seriously in =~ fSSSSaaaEttr
Dayton. The city has an abiding pride in the
Wrights: The annual Dayton Air Show, which
ended yesterday, is a big civic event; the
massive Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, with e
about 22,000 workers, is one of the largest U.S. |
Air Force operations. Such interest serves as a
backdrop and jumping-off place for
contemporary creations. ‘‘Flight does play a

role in Dayton-area art," said Kay Koeninger,
who organized the show as executive director of
the Dayton Visual Arts Center. "It’s not
airplanes, per se, but the conception of flight."

Astronauts by Diane Fitch, from
the exhibit "Imagining Flight:
fiber, audio and video. Explorations by Dayton Artists"

The pieces by 12 artists cover the gamut of art
forms — paintings, sculptural works, books,

"I defined the theme very loosely because |
think that makes it a more interesting show,"
Koeninger said.

The exhibit features images of airplanes but also
references to the destruction sometimes wrought
by military aircraft and to the flight undertaken
by birds and insects — as well as the dreams of
flight that humans have long held.

Katherine Kadish of Yellow Springs painted her
version of Icarus, the mythological figure who . ]

flew too close to the sun. Icarus by Katherine Kadish

"The Icarus theme always just touched me so hard — the idea of that yearning that
everyone has to see more, to explore more, to take chances," Kadish said. "I’ve had
a lot of dreams about flight. I’ve always had them — dreams where my body is
flying.



"Every time I fly in a plane, I always take a window seat and look down on the
landscape."

Three of her paintings look like imaginary aerial views.
Yasue Sakaoka, a Columbus resident who teaches art in Dayton, might work in just
the right medium for the show: She created an airy, soaring sculptural piece from

paper — an image of flying birds or flying Wrights.

Meanwhile, Diane Fitch takes a more somber view in a series of paintings of the Air
Force Museum.

The museum draws memories "from a recurring nightmare I had as a child during
the Cuban missile crisis," said Fitch, an art professor at Wright State University.

The 6'-foot Flash Video by Jud Yalkut harks back to the space dreams of the 1930s
Flash Gordon era.

To the video artist, flight means "the whole visionary thing — getting away from the
mundane into the upper stratosphere of thought."

"Imagining Flight" includes a work that isn’t visual.

Will Davis will perform Escape From Earth, his 20-minute spoken-word piece, at 6
p.m. Thursday, during the opening reception.

An abbreviated version will be offered on a compact-disc player in the gallery.

Davis works at the Wright State library, where he has read diaries and other writings
by Orville and Wilbur Wright.

The archives also have recordings of airplane motors from their era.

"I guess flight begins with watching . . . a bird gliding over the countryside or the
waves of an ocean — wings and wind and rhythm," Davis says on his recording.

Excerpts from the Wrights’ writings are spoken; in the background, a primitive
motor coughs and sputters to life, then picks up speed.

Imagination takes flight.

bmayr@dispatch.com

Copyright © 2003, The Columbus Dispatch



Let your creativity soar in kite workshop
at gallery

Wednesday, August 27, 2003

One hundred years ago, two
brothers from Dayton turned
their dream of flying into a
reality.

Orville and Wilbur Wright first
had to imagine flight before they
could build an airplane that
would make it possible.

COURTESY OF OHIO ARTS COUNCIL'S
_ _ _ RIFFE GALLERY
Artists are doing the same thing

— imagining what they are
going to create — before they
actually create it. Because flight
intrigues people, it’s no surprise that artists are inspired by it.

A work by Yasue Sakaoka on
display in the Riffe Gallery.

Today, Dayton (75 miles west of Columbus) is home to a rich flight
heritage because of the Wright brothers’ legacy and the presence of
the U.S. Air Force Museum and Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. As
a result, artists from western Ohio often use flight themes in their
work.

In addition to paintings or sculptures of planes, spaceships and birds,
some artists’ creations are based on what they imagine flying to be
like. It may be photographs of dancers soaring through the air, a
painting of how the Earth looks from miles above or even a poem or
song about the meaning of flight. One Ohio artist, Yasue Sakaoka,
uses an art form called origami from her native Japan to conjure
images of flight. Origami is a Japanese word that means to fold (oru)
paper (kami). Sakaoka’s folded paper sculptures bring to mind a
flock of graceful birds floating through the air.

Can you think of any other origami art that makes you think of
flying?

How about kites? You can learn how to create origami kites with



Sakaoka at the Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery from 2 to 4 p.m.
Sept. 28.

As part of the exhibit ‘‘Imagining Flight: Explorations by Dayton
Artists," Sakaoka will teach children and their parents how to let their
artistic expression soar. Working in child/parent teams, visitors will
create flyable kites using traditional origami methods. Admission is
free.

The Riffe Gallery is located in the Riffe Center, 77 S. High St.,
Downtown.

For more information on the exhibit, which runs through Oct. 19,
call the Riffe Gallery at 614-644-9624 or visit www.riffegallery.org.

Sources: Information for Culture Creature was provided by the Ohio

Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery, in cooperation with the Columbus Arts
Marketing Association.

Copyright © 2003, The Columbus Dispatch



	Dispatch_Flight_Review_030831 copy
	DOC110518-11052018132855
	Flight_Dispatch_030721 copy
	Flight_Dispatch_Now copy

