
Art Reviews

“Design for the American Stage”
Riffe Gallery
Through April 17

As the show’s
introduction points
out, once
costumes crumble
and sets are
broken down and
placed in deep
storage, all that
tangibly remains of
live theater is the drawn and constructed
imaginings of the theater designers.

The sketches, fabric swatches and miniature
sets they’ve left behind make up part of the
collection of the Jerome Lawrence and
Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute at
Ohio State University. For Design for the
American Stage, curator and OSU professor
Nena Couch has pulled from the institute’s
collection some of the finest artwork inspired
by the dramatic arts, ranging from floor
designs to lighting schematics.

Viewing set and costume design in this
context brings the benefits of time and
proximity, two things not afforded while the
items are in use on stage. The exhibition
also highlights the importance of the
designer in evoking a sense of time and
atmosphere, as well as their usually unseen
skills with pencil and brush.

One of the legends included in the show,
Boris Aronson, shows off a loose, heavy
hand with black in a design illustration for
Sadie Thompson; another, Mordecai Gorelik,
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is more precise in illustrations from King
Hunger and Let Freedom Ring, which share
an angularity and stinginess of color with
Soviet propaganda posters.

Overall, the talent and work on display far
exceeds expectations in scope. The show
includes everyone from Raoul Pène Du Bois,
a scenic and costume artist who designed
outfits for the 1936 Ziegfeld Follies, to David
Rigler, who in addition to crafting some
glittery, futuristic fashions on view here,
assisted on costume designs for the 2001
movie comedy Pootie Tang.

Maybe because the addition of a third
dimension goes a long way toward making
up for a lack of actors and dialogue, the
miniature sets on display leave the biggest
impression. For diversity and a dominant
presence (six pieces total), Tony Straiges
stands out. The spectrum he covers on his
own comes across in two miniatures placed
side by side—a lush, sprawling set for
Geniuses, complete with electrical outlets
and outhouse, and a stage that’s bare
except for white chairs, immediately
recognizable as a take on Thornton Wilder’s
Our Town.

For more info, dial 644-9624.

—Melissa Starker

 

“American Master Works on
Paper” and “The Cleveland
School”
Keny Galleries
Through April 1

While Keny Galleries is known for presenting
prominent works by contemporary and fine
folk artists such as Edmund Kuehn, Williams
Hawkins and Elijah Pierce, the German
Village gallery is also recognized for its
assemblage of historic American works. So
it’s appropriate that its current pair of
exhibitions, American Master Works on



Paper (1875-1975) and The Cleveland
School (1900-1960), highlight some of the
finest examples of watercolors, graphics and
pastels by nationally recognized Ohioans.

With a focus on 30 artists associated with
Ohio either through birth, schooling or
residence, both shows emphasize the
influence of the state’s natural environment
and the people in their respective
communities. While the likes of George
Bellows and James Whistler are celebrated
examples of such artists, it’s the works of
Alice Schille that are particularly noteworthy.

A highly respected artist known for her oil
paintings and watercolors, the Columbus
native and Columbus Art School (later
CCAD) alumna raised a few eyebrows by
breaking away from conventional wisdom
and following her travels to North Africa.
Eschewing the more muted and subtle color
gradations found in impressionist works of
the day, Schille’s use of vibrant colors, stark
shadows and geometric forms indigenous to
the desert  area only gradually came into
favor as part of the emerging modernist
movement.

For info call 464-1228. —Nikki Davis

 

Paradise on earth

Every movie lover
keeps two mental
lists of films: those
you want to see
and those that
critics and scholars
say you should
see. Occasionally
the two lists collide
in a marvelous,
improbable piece of filmmaking that speaks
to both heart  and mind. The Wexner Center
brings one of these to the big screen this
week, Marcel Carne’s 1945 masterpiece
Children of Paradise.



The Nazis were looking for the film’s Jewish
designer and composer, so both worked in
hiding. Shuffling actors and sets between
Paris and Nice, Carne had to hire Nazi
sympathizers as extras, but wisely kept quiet
the fact that they were acting alongside
resistance fighters. The three-hour epic set
among courtesans, theater folk and thieves
(separated into two parts because the Nazis
forbade films over 90 minutes) has been
called “the French Gone with the Wind,” but
it’s more magical and, free of a censorious
Production Code, far less genteel.

Arletty stars as Garance, a woman too
powerful to belong to anyone despite the
efforts of a string of men to possess her. The
film charts her relationships with four of
them, from a vain, short-tempered count
who provides her comfort to a beautiful,
angular mime she may actually love. Along
with many pleasurable moviegoing
moments, the film brings a whole new
respect to the art form that brought us “man
trapped in box.”

Children of Paradise kicks off the month-
long series “Cinematheque: Cinema of the
Occupation” this Thursday, March 3. Call
221-4848 for info. —Melissa Starker

March 2, 2005

Copyright  © 2005 Columbus Alive, Inc. All rights
reserved.
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Sketch for "A Midsummer Night's Dream"
Franco Colavecchia 1977
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Arts
Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery presents:

Design for the American Stage: Treasures from the Jerome Lawrence and
Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute 

Through April 17th

Drawn from the extensive design collection at Ohio State University’s
Lawrence and Lee Theatre Research Institute, this exhibition brings the magic
of the stage to the art gallery. The artworks for professional productions across
North America represent a range of theatre design, from renderings by the
Armbruster Scenic Studio (1875-1958), based in Columbus, to Raoul Pène
Du Bois’s Tony Award-winning set designs for the 1953 Wonderful Town;
from a three-dimensional model by Broadway designer Tony Straiges to a
glorious painted dance floor by artist Caroline Beasley-Baker for the Bebe
Miller Dance Company; from designs for Kenley Players and
Contemporary American Theatre Company to designs for the Metropolitan Opera.

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery showcases the work of Ohio’s artists and curators, exhibitions
produced by the Ohio Arts Council’s International Program and the collections of the region’s museums and
galleries.  The Riffe Gallery’s Education Program seeks to increase public appreciation and understanding of
those exhibitions.

The gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center for Government & the Arts, on the corner of State and High Streets
in Columbus,  OH. Gallery hours are Tuesday,  10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,  Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. - 8
p.m.,  Saturday 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4 p.m. Closed Monday and state holidays.  Admission is free.  For
information,  call the Riffe Gallery at 614/644-9624 or visit us on the web at www.riffegallery.org .
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Landscape Confection: Wexner Center
Galleries at The Belmont Building,
Through May 1st.  Free.

This whimsical,  colorful exhibition
brings together the work of 13 artists who
expand the boundaries of traditional
landscape painting. They embrace the
decorative and blur distinctions between
art and craft, using materials and
techniques that range far beyond paint on
canvas.

Phil Collins: They Shoot Horses:
Wexner Center Galleries at The
Belmont Building, Through May 1st.
Free.

Watch an intriguing video installation by
British artist Phil Collins,  and you'll
come face-to-face with inspiring
youthful exuberance in a most unlikely
place.  Collins traveled to Ramallah,
Palestine, and filmed two groups of
young people during day-long dance
marathons.

Jérôme Bel: The Show Must Go On:
Thurber Theatre at Drake Center,
Tue, Mar 29 / 8 pm,  $16 general
public, $13 members,  $10 students.

Bel's international hit blurs the dividing
line between performers and audiences—
those who make and do, and those who
watch.  He filters this concept through the
common cultural lens of classic rock
songs. The shared nostalgia and
individualized meanings that these songs
transmit set up each ironic nuance of
interpretation.

 

W WWW.WEXARTS.ORG W

FOR THE ARTS
OHIO SHORT FILM / VIDEO SHOWCASE

The Wexner Center is accepting entries now through
March 25th for the 10th annual Ohio Short Film/Video
Showcase, to be held April 30th at 7 pm. The Showcase
features works under 20 minutes long and produced in
Ohio in the last 18 months, providing Ohio’s independent
filmmakers and media artists a chance to show—and for
audiences to see—this work in a theater setting before an
audience. Last year’s crowd witnessed 20 short works that
varied in genre, tone, and production value, by artists
from Columbus, Cleveland, Dayton, Yellow Springs, and
other points across the Buckeye state.

The event also features a Youth Division for filmmakers
18 and under, which will be held the same day at 4:30
pm. These films cannot be longer than 10 minutes. Prizes
are being awarded to the top pieces; the first-prize winner
will receive editing time and assistance in the Wexner
Center’s Art & Technology studio, which is equipped
with AVID digital video editing systems.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: Only one entry per
person. Works submitted to previous Showcases will not
be accepted.

CONTACT INFORMATION: The public can call
David Filipi at 614-688-3261 or dfilipi@wexarts.org for
entry forms and more information. For the Youth
Division, contact Jaclyn Thompson at 614-292-4229 or
jthompson@wexarts.org.

The Ohio State University 1871 North High Street 614 292-3535
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The Allen Sisters: Pictorial Photographers
1885-1920, Through March 20, 2005.

Once heralded among the “Foremost Women
Photographers in America,” Frances and
Mary Allen began their photographic
odyssey in the1880s after progressive
deafness cut short their vocations as teachers.
Working within the Arts and Crafts
Movement, the sisters created idealized
photographs of country scenes, allegorical
figure studies,  and landscapes in New
England,  Quebec, California, and Great
Britain.  This exhibition features 50 platinum
prints and reflects the Pictorial style
championed most famously by Alfred
Stieglitz.

Claude Raguet Hirst: Transforming the
American Still Life, Through April 10,
2005.

Claude Raguet Hirst - born Claudine - was
the only acclaimed woman to work in the
hyper-realistic style of still life painting
known as trompe l’oeil (“fool the eye”),
which flourished in America at the turn of the
century. Hirst's intimately scaled oils and
watercolors display her dazzling skill for
rendering the surfaces and textures of objects.
This exhibition, the first devoted to this
fascinating artist’s considerable
achievements, demonstrates how Hirst
transformed still life painting by creating
works that would appeal to both men and
women,  in contrast to her male colleagues
who painted primarily for a male audience.

O www.columbusmuseum.org O
OF ART

Bringing Modernism Home: Ohio Decorative Arts
1890-1960, Through April 17, 2005

Bringing Modernism Home is the first exhibition to
celebrate the notable contribution of Ohio artists,
designers, and companies in the decorative arts. It
showcases more than one hundred objects - glass,
ceramics, enameling, furniture design, metalwork, and
jewelry -embracing ground-breaking movements such as
Arts and Crafts, Art Nouveau, Art Deco, and Art
Moderne.

American Horizons: The Photographs of Art
Sinsabaugh, Through April 17, 2005

Including over 85 works, American Horizons features
Sinsabaugh’s breakthrough landscapes made with a giant 
“banquet” camera in the late 1950s. With this camera, he
married a nineteenth-century sensibility with twentieth-
century formalism.

Sarasota Opera
March 9-13
Join the Impresarios of Opera Columbus on a trip
to the Sarasota Opera for productions of Cavalleria
Rusticana by Pietro Mascagni, Pagliacci by
Ruggiero Leoncavallo , and Lakmé by Léo
Delibes. The package also includes airfare from
Columbus, Ohio, hotel in Sarasota (5 days, 4
nights), airport transfers, group lunch and a
donation to Opera Columbus.

For more information and to reserve your place,
please email Jackie Jerabek or call 614-372-0287,
or email Andy Oldenquist or call 614-262-3582.

Irma M. Cooper Opera Columbus
International Vocal Competition

March 19-20

The annual competition features a panel of
international judges drawn from across the opera
industry. Past winners include world-renowed
mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves, Metropolitan
regulars Richard Paul Fink, Stanford Olsen, and
Nicole Heaston, and internationally recognized
talents Peter Loehle and Sandra Moon.

(614) 469-0939

One Night Only!
AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE

Tuesday, March 8th, 8 p.m.
Mershon Auditorium
Tickets: $50, $60, $75

ABT will make its first Columbus appearance in
more than 30 years with a program featuring
classical and contemporary work and live
accompaniment by the Columbus Symphony
Orchestra.

The program includes the classic Balanchine tour
de force Theme and Variations, set to
Tchaikovsky’s Suite No. 3 for Orchestra, final
movement, and Sinfonietta by contemporary
choreographer Jirí Kylián, artistic director of
Nederlans Dans Theater, danced to music by
renowned Czech composer Leos¼ Janácek. The
program will also feature the first William
Forsythe piece to be performed in Columbus:
workwithinwork, set to recorded music by Luciano
Berio.

CINDERELLA

 



177 E. Naghten Street, Columbus, OH 43215
www.operacolumbus.org

 

April 14 - 17, 2005
Ohio Theatre
Tickets: $17, $27, $37, $39, $47, $57

Pumpkins, mice and magic abound in this
quintessential fairy tale. BalletMet returns to the
stage Artistic Director Gerard Charles' charming
comedic version of this timeless story.

322 Mount Vernon Avenue, Columbus, OH
43215 
(614) 229-4860
www.balletmet.org

 

 

 

 





‘Magic’ of theater requires hard work
Wednesday, February 23, 2005

A magic show happens before every musical or theater performance.

It’s not the same magic as pulling a rabbit out of a hat.  Instead, it’s the magic of creating a
world onstage that can seem either believable or imaginary.

People who work behind the scenes to help create these special environments include set,
lighting, costume and sound designers; prop masters; scenic painters; carpenters; seamstresses 
— the list goes on!

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery is presenting an exhibition that brings this magic of
theater to the walls of the gallery. ‘‘Design for the American Stage: Treasures from the Ohio
State University’s Jerome Lawrence & Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute" lets visitors
explore work spanning from the late 1800s into the 21 st century.

Through April 17, 63 examples from professional American theater design for drama,
comedy, musical theater,  opera,  dance and outdoor spectacle will be on display. The set
models, costume renderings and lighting plots are records,  or reminders, of the performances
and evidence of the work involved in making plays come to life. The Riffe Gallery will offer
young visitors the opportunity to become theater artists and make shadow puppets from 2 to 4
p.m. Sunday. Shadow-puppet plays have been performed for hundreds of years. On Sunday,
children and their adult companions will decorate and bring to life their own multijointed
puppets from provided materials.  This family day is recommended for children 6 and older.
Group tours of the Riffe Gallery are offered Tuesday through Friday throughout the run of the
exhibition. For family day reservations, or to schedule a group tour, contact gallery Director
Mary Gray at mary.gray@oac.state.oh.us  or call 614-728-2239.

The Riffe Gallery is located in the Riffe Center, 77 S. High

St., Downtown. Gallery hours are 10 a.m.  to 4 p.m. Tuesdays, 10 a.m.  to 8 p.m.
Wednesdays through Fridays, noon to 8 p.m. Saturdays and noon to 4 p.m. Sundays. The gallery is closed Mondays.  Admission is
free.

Sources: Information for Culture Creature was provided by the Riffe Gallery, in cooperation with the Columbus Arts Marketing
Association.

Copyright © 2005, The Columbus Dispatch



Hansel and Gretel set design by
David Gallo

Susan Van Pelt,  founder and
director of the Van Pelt Dance
troupe, in a 1991 performance at
the Riffe Center

The set design by Jo Mielziner for
Who Cares,  presented in 1970 by
the New York City Ballet

Stardust memories
Exhibit captures magic of THEATRICAL DESIGN

Sunday, February 27, 2005

Michael  Grossberg
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

When performances end,  the magic of theater can begin to fade.

Helping to preserve those memories is the mission of Ohio State University’s Jerome
Lawrence & Robert E. Lee Theatre Research Institute.

Drawing from its design collection of sketches, models, scenic paintings, lighting
blueprints, papers and costumes,  the institute is offering the first major peek into its treasures
with the exhibit ‘‘Design for the American Stage."

The elegantly lighted exhibit at the Riffe Gallery is both tantalizing and frustrating because
of its broad scope: Samples of scenic, lighting and costume designs from Broadway, opera,
regional theater and touring shows are included.

Many of the artists represented have Ohio connections and deserve more focused exhibits.

For the institute’s most public exhibit beyond the OSU campus, ‘‘We wanted to celebrate
that breadth," curator Nena Couch said.

Limiting works to 90 pieces from the thousands stored at the institute was ‘‘terrible," she
added, ‘‘like choosing children."

Spanning the late 19th century into the 21st century, the exhibit includes works by
America’s most prolific and influential designers (John Arnone, David Gallo,  Robert Edmond
Jones,  Jo Mielziner, Tony Straiges and Patricia Zipprodt, and OSU graduates William Barclay
and Toni-Leslie James).

Rarely, though, are the examples drawn from the designers’ best-known shows.  For
example, Broadway legend Boris Aronson is represented by a set design for Sadie Thompson
(1944) but not Fiddler on the Roof.

Of historical interest are renderings by the Columbus-based Armbruster Scenic Studio
(1875-1958), founded by the Armbruster family to design scenery for traveling theater
companies, minstrel shows and touring Shakespeare plays.

‘‘Mathias Armbruster came from Germany and had a beautiful style," Couch said, ‘‘but
what’s most interesting is how his designs evolved from realistic drawings to brighter splashes
of color and more comic elements."

Perhaps the most striking and glamorous object — and the first to draw the eye when one
enters the gallery — is a stunning copy of Marlene Dietrich’s famous beaded sheath dress.
Tony-nominated actress Sian Phillips wore the glittering costume in 1999 in Columbus
producer Ric Wanetik’s Broadway production of Marlene. Cascading over the gown is a
luxurious white mink stole; upon closer examination,  the fur turns out to be feathers.

Other eye-catching pieces: Raoul Pene Du Bois’ Tony-winning set designs for Wonderful
Town, a 1953 Broadway musical about two Columbus women in New York; a painted dance
floor under shifting theatrical lights by artist Caroline Beasley-Baker for the Bebe Miller
Dance Company; and designs for Kenley Players (Fanny, The Unsinkable Molly Brown), the
New York Shakespeare Festival’s The Tempest (1995) and the OSU world premieres of two
Lawrence and Lee plays, The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail (1970) and Jabberwock (1971).

Many pieces are intriguing primarily for their behind-thescenes quality. Three-dimensional
models of scenic designs or lighting maps that resemble architectural blueprints invite
speculation about how they fit into the larger artistic vision of a production.

Several pieces stake a claim to be taken seriously as art, resembling abstract or
impressionistic paintings or sculptures.



Couch hopes visitors emerge from the exhibit with a greater appreciation of design artists.

‘‘We don’t really even notice that work when we go to the theater,  and that’s OK because
it’s all part of the collaborative process and it shouldn’t take too much attention," she said.

‘‘But these beautiful pieces also stand on their own after the production is gone as
individual pieces of art."

mgrossberg@dispatch.com 

Copyright © 2005, The Columbus Dispatch
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The Riffe Gallery Presents the Magic of American Stage Design
by Shane Cartmill

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery will present an
exhibition bringing the magic of  the stage to the gallery
February 10 – April 17, 2005. Design for the American
Stage: Treasures from The Ohio State University’s
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee Theatre Research
Institute spans from the late 1800s into the 21st
century and includes professional American theatre
design for drama and comedy, musical theatre, opera,
dance, and outdoor spectacle. The exhibition, which
includes 63 works by more than 40 artists, is curated by
Nena Couch, professor of  theatre at The Ohio State
University.

Through their set, costume and lighting work, designers
make the onstage world real for us and, at the same
time, create documentation that remains as a reminder
of  the performance and a record of  the design process.
The artists represented in Design for the American
Stage range from acknowledged masters of  American
stage design throughout the 20th century to
contemporary designers. The master designers in the
exhibition are among those who have greatly influenced the development of  American
stage design. Many have taught either formally or by taking apprentices.

The vast range of  work in the exhibition includes renderings by the Columbus-based
Armbruster Scenic Studio (1875-1958), Raoul Pène Du Bois's Tony Award-winning set
designs for the 1953 Wonderful Town and Terry Parson’s gorgeous beaded gown and
feather coat for Marlene. Visitors also will see three-dimensional models by Broadway
designer Tony Straiges, a glorious painted dance floor for the Bebe Miller Dance
Company by artist Caroline Beasley-Baker and designs for productions by companies
across the U.S., including Ohio’s Kenley Players, Broadway and New York’s
Metropolitan Opera.

The Ohio State University’s Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee Theatre Research
Institute collects, maintains and makes accessible research materials pertaining to the
performing arts. The institute serves as archives for performers, playwrights,
designers, producing organizations and theatre companies, among others.

Three events will be held in conjunction with this exhibition; all are free and open to
the public:

On Thursday, February 10, 2005, from 5 – 7 p.m., the Riffe Gallery will host a
free public opening reception and everyone present will have a chance to win a pair of
tickets to upcoming performances by the following organizations: BalletMet, CAPA,
CATCO, The Ohio State University's Department of  Theatre, The Phoenix Theatre for
Children and Red Herring Theatre Company.

A free exhibition tour with curator Nena Couch will be offered on Friday, February
11, 2005, from noon - 1 p.m. Couch will explain the role of  the designers in bringing
the stage to life while discussing the importance of  the collection as a historical
resource.



The Riffe Gallery will offer young visitors the opportunity to make their very own
shadow puppet on Sunday, February 27, 2005, from 2 - 4 p.m. Shadow puppet
plays have been performed for hundreds of  years. Children and their adult companions
will explore the age-old art of  shadow puppets by decorating, adorning and bringing to
life their very own multi-jointed puppets from provided materials. This family day is
recommended for children 6 and older. For reservations, email
mary.gray@oac.state.oh.us or call 614/728-2239.

The Riffe Gallery will offer free group tours Tuesday through Friday throughout the run
of  the exhibition. To schedule a group tour contact Riffe Gallery Director Mary Gray at
mary.gray@oac.state.oh.us or 614/728-2239.

The Riffe Gallery is supported by Ohio Building Authority. Media sponsors include Alive,
CityScene, Ohio Magazine and Time Warner.

The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery showcases the work of  Ohio's artists and curators,
exhibitions produced by the Ohio Arts Council’s International Program and the
collections of  the region’s museums and galleries. The Riffe Gallery’s Education
Program seeks to increase public appreciation and understanding of  those exhibitions.

The gallery is in the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts, State and High
Streets, Columbus, OH. Gallery hours are Tuesday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday 12-8 p.m. and Sunday 12-4 p.m.
Closed Monday and state holidays. Admission is free. For information, call the Riffe
Gallery at 614/644-9624 or visit us on the web at www.riffegallery.org.

The Ohio Arts Council is a state agency that funds and supports quality arts
experiences to strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally and economically.

# # #
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