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Land of Latitudes: Contemporary Art From Chile 

Chile covers a lot of ground from nor th to south, a 
distance which geographers and map makers count 
in degrees of latitude. So much latitude running so 
narrowly between the Pacific Ocean on the west and 
the Andes Mountains on the east offers a vast range 
of temperature and terrain. 

Chile exhibits an equivalent latitude of visual arts, 
not only in materials, techniques, styles and 
approaches but also in artists taking full advantage 
of every conceivable option and freedom in pursuit 
of personal creativity. Where North American artists 
tend to stay with a primary material, Chilean artists 
operate outside the narrowing funnels of 
specialization. Many simultaneously explore painting, 
printmaking and sculpture. The climate for artistic 
production seems as exhilarating as the landscape. 
Signs of cooperation and collaboration are 
everywhere. Artists write essays for each other's 
catalogs, share their work with different galleries at 
once and veer off in new directions at Taller 99, a 
printmaking studio, or Huara Huara, a ceramic studio 
founded by Ruth Krauskopf. 

A visit to Taller 99 confirmed Chile's reputation as a 
printmaking mecca. The studio, which turns 50 this 
year, hums with excitement - there are prints at every 
stage of development, artists visiting, apprentices 
concentrating and collaborations blossoming. 
Annually the studio produces a themed set of prints 
to benefit its operation. Children's Games, the 1999 
edition, combines the work of the studio's 36 artist
members into a presentation box. Out of the box and 
onto the wall, the collection is a wondrous voyage 
through childhood, creativity, the variety of 
printmaking processes and the Spanish language. 
This set of prints includes many of the painters and 
sculptors found elsewhere in the exhibition, validating 
the importance of printmaking and ease with which 
Chilean artists cross disciplines. 

Two additional prints honor one of Chile's best
known printmakers, the late Santos Chavez, whose 
striking and powerfully simple designs sing a lyrical 
homage to Chile's indigenous Mapuche culture. Other 
prints illustrate color and process, like Margarita 
Smith's use of a single plate for two separate 
techniques, Monique Verdu's impressive woodcut, 
and Ximena Medina's mastery of the S. W. Hayter 
technique named for its inventor who was a teacher 
of Taller 99's founder, Nemesio Antunez. Rafael 
Muni ta lends his stone engraving of Adam at "the 
moment when the soul moves in:' 

While distinctive, pre-Columbian pottery traditions 
still influence ceramic production in central Chile, 
experimentation has invaded the ceramic studio. A 
notable preference for hand-building remains but, 
like their counterparts in other disciplines, today's 

ceramic artists explore every aspect of form, 
expression and invention. Isabel Izquierdo's ghostly 
tools and utensils in lntertwi11ed are exquisite and 
mysterious. The glazed clay cylinders of Lise Moller's 
White Bamboo stack and multiply ingeniously into 
dramatic bamboo groves. Hugo Marin, who became 
renowned in the I 960s using discarded objects to 
symbolize a neglected Latin America, exhibits a 
primal power here with Child With Diapers. Benjamin 
Lira, an established painter who only four years ago 
began experimenting with clay, may see his two
dimensional work eclipsed by his ceramic heads like 
the one shown here in a bronze translation. Lira's 
new work seems timeless - perhaps relics from an 
ancient ritual, or contemporary, graffitied musings 
on mortality. 

The figurative heft of Marin's figures or Lira's heads 
is counterpoint to more abstract sculptures here. 
Silence and Emptiness, Elisa Aguirre's combinations 
of rubber, wood and metal, have a hint of real-world 
nostalgia undone by the menace of sharp points and 
leather bonds. Paola Vezzani exquisitely balances 
wood and stone in pieces created during an 
international Ohio Arts Council sponsored residency 
at Kenyon College. These sculptures may be responses 
to her Ohio experience or initial studies for future 
monumental public art. Cristian Salisneros sculpts 
air itself, catching it in a singular web of wood strips 
and grommets. 

Nevenka Pavic's wispy spirits occupy a material space 
midway between ceramics and fiber. Their slender 
bodies of clay are wrapped in progressively tighter 
circles of silk, cotton and copper threads and finally 

Margarita Smith, \'a/kiria I, 2003, print, 14 J/,1" x 11 1/2" 

Ximcna Medina, flying Dmgo11Jly, 2003, nitric acid and soft varnish, 22" x 20" 

explode into a delicate frizz as if their ascent has left 
a trail of earthier roots. The banner of Chile's fiber 
arts is raised here by Patricia Velasco's large weaving, 
Blue, evoking the deep, rich brilliance of sky, sea, 
mountain or Chile's native stone lapis lazuli, and by 
Inge Dus i's intricate woven piece, Sarapiqui. 

Much Chilean painting is strong, sophisticated and 
monumental, showing varying degrees of European 
painting tradition, Latin American politics and 
history, social commentary and the Chilean 
landscape. Patricio de la O's Juan Fernandez Island 
turns island topography on its side in a taut cross
section of land mass anchored in a potent lapis
colored sea of embroidered beauty. Narrative 
abounds, even in Carlos Ampuero's complex and 
riveting Portrait of a Woman. Gonzalo Cienfuegos 
stages complicated stories - frozen, operatic moments 

of satire, while Chile's elder statesman painter, Rodolfo 
Opazo, unfastens gravity for a chilly hurtle toward 
death. Mario Gomez's Afternoon Drean·1 traverses a 
surreal dream time and Pablo Dominguez returns 
the landscape to a na'ive time, an Eden uninhabited 
and idyllic in its archetypal innocence. 

Two of Chile's most distinguished painters reclaim 
watercolor as a compelling medium for professionals. 
Samy Ben mayor maneuvers his narrow palette of 
black, red and yellow from fine line to fraying wash 
to plane geometry and arrives at a fanciful urban 
intersection where Saul Steinberg, Mondrian and 
Dixieland jazz might meet. Roser Bru, a native of 
Spain who arrived in Chile in 1939, has kept a 
contemplative eye on both countries, meditating on 
tragic figures in literature and art. 'I\vo works from 
her The Brief Life series of still life watercolors 
exchange the faces of Kafka and Goya for slices of 
watermelon and cantaloupe, suspending them in 
eternal whiteness. 

Tatiana Alamos is a well traveled intellectual, a 
pioneering fiber artist, a sophisticated, lyrical painter 
inspired by Nobel writers Pablo Neruda and Gabriela 
Mistral, a folk artist and sculptor, and a collagist 
of found objects. Alamos seems a distillation of 
Chile itself. Her visual manifestations of Mistral 
poems in two and three dimensions only begin to 
convey the magic of this natural phenomenon and 
national treasure. 

The same status can be accorded to all of these artists 
of whom Chile must be exceedingly proud. Their 
success most surely reflects a national collective o� 
imagination and possibility. The exhibition is only 
a sample of what this land of latitudes has to offer. 

Sara Johnson and Betty Talbott 

Since 1989, the Ohio Arts Council has taken an active role in creating an international network of peers 
for Ohio's artists and arts institutions. Partnerships and cultural exchanges which foster innovative ideas 
for current and future endeavors are important for both individuals and organizations. The OAC and its 
partners in Chile are committed to encouraging honest expression and a sense of community in the context 
of globalization. This partnership is based on the belief that arts and culture play crucial roles in understanding 
and respect for one another. For these reasons, the OAC's Riffe Gallery is proud to present Land of Latitudes: 
Contemporary Art From Chile. 

Wayne P. Lawson, Ph.D., Executive Director, Ohio Arts Council 
-- ---- -----

Desde 1989, el Consejo de las Artes de Ohio ha asumido un rol activo en la formaci6n de una red 
internacional de artistas y de organizaciones culturales pares a los de Ohio. Las asociaciones e intercambios 
culturales que fomentan ideas innovadoras para nuestros actual es y futuros proyectos son importantes 
tanto para las personas como las organizaciones. El Consejo de las Artes de Ohio y sus asociados de Chile 
estan empefiados en estimular una expresi6n franca y un sentido de comunidad en el contexto de la 
globalizaci6n. Esta asociaci6n esta basada en la convicci6n de que las artes y la cultura son fundamentales 
en la comprensi6n y el respeto mutuo. Por estas razones, la Galerfa Riffe del Consejo de las Artes de Ohio 
se com place en presentar Pars de Latitudes: Arte Contemporaneo de Chile. 

Wayne P Lawson, Ph.D., Director Ejecutivo, Consejo de las Artes de Ohio 



FREE Riffe Gallery Events 

The Readings Of Pablo Neruda Featuring 
Pedro Sanchez 

Tuesday, May JO, 2005 7-8 p.111. 
Columbus Metropolitan Library Auditorium 
96 S. Grant Avenue 

The poems of Pablo Neruda come alive when Chilean 
Pedro Sanchez presents his hour-long program celebrating 
the life of the South American writer, ambassador and 
Nobel Prize winner. Through poetry, Sanchez will explore 
the different stages of Neruda's life - from his birth in
1903 until his death 70 years later. The Spanish language 
program will address love, nature, history and much more. 

Pedro Sanchez, a photographer and narrator, hosts a daily 
Neruda program on Radio Beethoven, the classical FM 
radio station heard throughout Chile. Sanchez is currently 
recording a series of seven CDs that highlight specific 
themes found in Neruda's poetry. 

For reservations, e-mail shane.cartmill@oac.state.oh.us 
or call 614/387-5670. 

Public Opening Reception 

Tl111rsday,May 12,2005 5-7p.111. 

Exhibition Tour With The Curators 

Friday, May 13, 2005 12-1 p.111. 

Join curators Sara Johnson and Betty Talbott as they 
highlight the diversity of work included in Land of 
Latitudes. They will explore Chile's geography, indigenous 
culture and political history as unique influences upon 
the artists' work. 

Create Your Own Petroglyph Stamp 

Sunday, May 15, 2005 2-4 p.111. 

Children and their adult companions are invited to create 
their own foam rubber stamp inspired by the ancient 
petroglyphs of Chile. Found throughout Chile and South 
America, petroglyphs, sometimes called rock art, are 
pictures and symbols that reflect the history and culture 
of the indigenous people. 

Your rubber stamp petroglyph will be used to embellish 
a canvas travel bag which can be used on your own 
adventures. land of Latitudes family day is a collaboration 
with Ohio Craft Museum and The Ohio State University 
Center for Latin American Studies. Materials will be 
provided. Recommended for children 5 and older. 

Due to limited space, a reservation is required. E-mail 
mary.gray@oac.state.oh.us or call 614/728-2239. 

cover image: Paola Vezzani, Untitled, mixed media, 6" x 19" x 4 1/l." 

Rafael Munita, ... ir inspired in the face breath of lifi• .. , 2001, 

picture in stone, 22" x 14" 

We're Building Ohio Through The Arts 

The Ohio Arts Council is a state agency that funds and 
supports quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio 
communities culturally, educationally and economically. 

Bob Taft, Governor 

Susan R. Sofia, OAC Board Chair 

v\layne P. Lawson, Executive Director 

The Ohio Arts Council is an equal opportunity employer. 

The Ohio Arts Council's Riffe Gallery showcases the work 
of Ohio's artists and curators, exhibitions produced by the 
Ohio Arts Council's International Program and the 
collections of the region's museums and galleries. The 
Riffe Gallery's Education Program seeks to increase public 
appreciation and understanding of those exhibitions. 

OHIO ARTS COUNCIL 

727 East Main Street 
Columbus, OH 43205-1796 
614/466-2613 

for TTY/TDD use 
Ohio Relay Service 
1-800-750-0750

www.oac.state.oh.us

GALLERY HOURS 

Thurs, May 12 5-8 

Tuesday I 0-4 
Wed, Thur & Fri I 0-8 
Saturday 12-8 
Sunday 12-4 
Closed Monday 

Free Admission b. 

RIFFE GALLERY 

Vern Riffe Center for 
Government & the Arts 
77 South High Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
General Information: 
614/644-9624 

for TTY/TDD use Ohio Relay 
Service 1-800-750-0750 

www.riffegallery.org 
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