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QUllt National is the quilt exhibition
by which all others are judged. For more than

24 years, Quilt National has showcased the most
exciting and innovative trends in the medium.
The work in the exhibition represents unique
approaches to the medium and demonstrates

the breadth and diversity of contemporary
expressions.

“Entering the exhibition is an act of emotional
courage and carries with it the risk of rejection
for everyone who enters,” wrote juror M. Joan
Lintault. “I have been entering Qui/t National
since 1982 and know full well how it feels to

Therese May, San Jose, CA, Aliceand Don, 70" x 70"
receive both a letter of acceptance and one of
non-acceptance,” wrote fellow juror Miriam
Nathan-Roberts. “When I was asked to jury Qui/t
National 2005, 1 did not expect those feelings to
wash over me during the process, but they did.”

Narrowing down 1200 entries to 80 pieces is
a formidable task. The jurors agree the entries
were all very good with some extraordinary
craftsmanship and beauty. But to be chosen the
quilts had to have something intriguing or
unique about them that made the jurors want to
see them again.

“I was sure that I would judge purely on good
composition, design and visual impact,” wrote
Nathan-Roberts. She believed the artist’s concept
and vision would dictate all the aspects of the
work and that the design, material chosen and
technique would support that concept. “This was
all well and good in theory, but in fact you cannot
divorce the medium, in this case primarily fabric,
from the work. There are things that can be done
with paint or other media that are extremely hard
to do in fabric.”

“My personal responsibility and goal was
to select quilts where the media and manner of
working would be relevant in this new century,”
wrote Lintault. “I always want to see creativity,

Marilyn Easter Fashbaugh, Waldport, OR, Another Beautiful Day in Paradise, 36" x 20"

some critical thinking and visual expression in
use of the fabric, subject matter and content.”
Quilt National is the brainchild of fiber artist

Nancy Crow who was living in Athens in the
late 1970s. Crow believed the world needed an
exhibition that would showcase contemporary
quilts designed for walls rather than beds. Hilary
Fletcher has also played an integral part in Qui/t

National’s success. She’s served the past 22 years
as Quilt National’s project director and has helped
elevate it to its current stature.

Once the final selections for the exhibition
have been made, reflection is inevitable.

“I wonder what the next twenty-two years will
bring,” wrote Nathan-Roberts. “I believe with
all my heart that the quilt as an art form will not
only survive, but it will thrive, and that more and
more of these amazing objects will find their
way into the mainstream of contemporary art,”
adds Fletcher.

—Excerpts from juror statements by M. jJoan
Lintault, Miriam Nathan-Roberts and Quilt
National Project Director Hilary Fletcher

Collection C Artists

The complete Quilt National ‘05 collection was on view at
the Dairy Barn Cultural Arts Center through September
2005. Three seperate groups of quilts from Quilt National
‘05, identified as Collections A, B and C, then began a two-
year museum and galtery tour.
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Also on view:
Dreams and Hopes

During Quilt National ’05, the Riffe Gallery also
will exhibit Dreams and Hopes, a collection of

quilts created in Punta Arenas, Chile by young
adults with mental and developmental disabilities.
Through the Ohio Arts Council’s International
Program Passion Works art director Patty
Mitchell conducted the 2004 artist residency at
Cruz del Sur, a center supporting young people
with disabilities. The residency resulted in a
collection of 24" x 24" painted art quilts that
have been described as beautiful, colorful and
exotic. Mitchell worked with resident artist Lenka
Guisande, who traveled to Athens, Ohio in early
2005 and worked with the clients at Passion
Works Studio to continue the fiber and paper art
collaboration. The residency introduced many
Chileans to quilting, an art form previously
thought of as a North American tradition and
not as a contemporary medium. The quilts on
view illustrate the Passion Works approach to
collaborative art making while also highlighting
the exciting work produced by these artists.

Dreams and Hopes is supported by the Bureau of Educational
and Cultural Affairs of the United States Department of State,
the Ohio Arts Council’s International Program and the Ohio
Arts Foundation Inc.

Passion Works is a program of the MRDD of Athens County
that creates art opportunities for people with developmental
disabilities.
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J The Ohio Arts Council’s Riffe Gallery showcases

the work of Ohio’s artists and curators, exhibitions
produced by the Ohio Arts Council’s International
Program and the collections of the region’s museums
and galleries. The Riffe Gallery’s Education Program
seeks to increase public appreciation and understanding
of those exhibitions.
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