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Linda Fowler 
Linda Fowler began applying her original arch designs to the quilting medium in 
1980. Her persistent interest in quiltmaking as an art form led her to co-found the 
Quilt Surface Design Symposium (QSDS) in 1990, which celebrates its 18th year 
at the University Plaza Hotel Conference Center on the OSU campus in 
Columbus, June 2007. This symposium of classes and lectures draws 
approximately 350 participants from around the globe and is the most 
comprehensive and highest quality of its kind concentrating solely on various 
aspects of the art quilt.  
 
Fowler was a guest lecturer and workshop leader for the Wexner Center for the 
Arts exhibition Landscape Confections and was the juror of The Artist as 
Quiltmaker VII for FAVA in Oberlin, Ohio in 2006. Currently she is co-curator of 
Pushing the Surface V, an invitational exhibition at the Johnson Humrick House 
Museum in Coshocton opening May 19, and QSDS Invitational 2007 at the 
Columbus Cultural Arts Center, opening June 6.  
 
Fowler earned her master’s in fine arts from The Ohio State University. She has 
received grants from the Ohio Arts Council, Greater Columbus Arts Council and 
Ford Foundation. She also received a three-month art residency in Leipzig 
Germany from the Greater Columbus Arts Council. Her works can be found in the 
National 4H Conference Center in Washington, DC, the Merck Pharmaceutical 
Building in Philadelphia, Fidelity Investments center in Cincinnati, the Hospice 
Center in Dayton, the Good Samaritan Hospital in Springfield, the University of 
Cincinnati Hospital, and in the Columbus collections of Price Waterhouse, the 
Huntington National Bank, The Ohio State University, J.C. Penny Company, the 
Main Library, six other branch libraries, and Spagio Restaurant in Grandview, as 
well as many private collections.  
 
Tracy Rieger  
Tracy Rieger is the co-owner and co-director of The Quilt Surface Design 
Symposium (QSDS), a post she has held since 2000. 
 
A graduate of The Ohio State University with a bachelor of fine arts in ceramics, 
Rieger’s work experience includes managing A Show of Hands, an art gallery 
owned and operated by Ohio Designer Craftsmen, and a year of teaching and 
studying ceramics at the Ardmore studios in South Africa.  
 
Along with her responsibilities at QSDS, Rieger is a full time oil painter whose 
work has been exhibited nationally and internationally. 
 

--over-- 



Michael James 
Michael James, a native and longtime resident of Massachusetts, now lives and 
maintains a studio in Lincoln, Nebraska, where he is the Ardis James Professor 
and the department chair of Textiles, Clothing & Design in the College of 
Education and Human Sciences, at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UN-L). 
There he teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in textile design and quilt 
studies. He is a faculty fellow of the International Quilt Study Center, the largest 
publicly held collection of quilts in the world.  
 
James earned his master’s of fine arts degree in painting and printmaking from the 
Rochester Institute of Technology (NY) in 1973, and his bachelor’s of fine arts in 
painting from the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, which in 1992 
conferred on him an honorary doctor of fine arts degree for his work in the area of 
studio quilt practice.  
 
A fellow of the American Craft Council, James’s work is included in numerous 
collections, including those of the International Quilt Study Center at UN-L, the 
Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC, the Museum 
of Art and Design in New York City, the Mint Museum of Craft & Design in 
Greensboro, NC, the Indianapolis Art Museum in Indiana, the Racine Art 
Museum in Wisconsin, and the Newark Museum in New Jersey. He is a recipient 
of several National Endowment for the Arts visual artist fellowships, including a 
USA/France exchange fellowship, as well as grants from the Boston Artists 
Foundation. His work is the subject of the monograph Michael James Studio 
Quilts published in 1995 and he is the author of two classic guidebooks to 
quiltmaking and design, The Quiltmaker’s Handbook (1978) and The Second 
Quiltmaker’s Handbook (1981). He has written and lectured widely on 
nontraditional quiltmaking and led workshops on quilt design throughout North 
America, Europe and Japan.  
 


