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Welcome to the second of three exhibitions that celebrate our state’s rich cultural environment 
and the role that the ohio arts Council plays in supporting the arts in ohio. For nearly 25 years 
the oaC has provided direct aid to artists in the form of fellowships, residencies, technical 
assistance and exhibitions. The oaC has long recognized artists as a valuable resource for a 
culturally, educationally and economically healthy state.

The artists in New Horizons: Rewards of 
Time and Place have participated in the 
OAC’s individual Creativity domestic 
residencies program. These artists are 
carefully chosen from the pool of individ-
ual excellence Award recipients to embark 
on a residency in one of three coastal 
locations: the fine Arts Work Center in 
Provincetown, mA, the Headlands Center 
for the Arts in Sausalito, CA and the Arts 
Center / South florida in miami.
 At its most basic a residency provides 
an artist with a place to sleep, studio space 
and a stipend for three months, which 
allows them to focus entirely on their 

work without the usual encroachment 
of everyday life. 
 As we talk to returning artists, howev-
er, we find that the rewards of a residency 
go much deeper. Time is a coveted com-
modity that is often not truly appreciated 
until the artist finds him or herself faced 
with long uninterrupted intervals of it. 
A change of place is intertwined with the 
gift of time. it is not just the excitement of 
a new horizon with its fresh sources of in-
spiration. it is also the removal from one’s 
familiar environment. There is no stack of 
dishes, nagging phone calls or unopened 
mail to pull the artist away from his or 

her creative process. The results are 
exciting and here for you to enjoy.
 The goal of the individual Creativity 
program is to help create a supportive 
environment in which artists can live, 
work and contribute to Ohio’s cultural 
landscape and economic and educational 
vitality. New Horizons is a tribute to the 
diversity of artists funded through the 
Ohio Arts Council’s individual Creativ-
ity program and the quality of work they 
provide to Ohio audiences.

julie Henahan
Executive Director
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The Ohio Arts Council has been 
awarding  residencies to fellowship 
artists since 1987, sending them 
to the Headlands Center for the 
Arts on northern California’s coast, 
Provincetown’s fine Arts Work Center 
on the New england coast and the Arts 
Center / South florida in miami. The 
wondrous beauty of the sites, coupled 
with our affinity for the beach (count the 
Ohio license plates next time you’re at the 
coast), gives these residencies undeniable 
magnetism.  
 but the settings aren’t the real reward 
and the residencies aren’t vacations. 
To a person, the artists identify time 
as the luxury. intense time. long, 
unbroken stretches of it. Time away from 
distraction and interruption. Time out 
for analysis and discovery. Time, most 
seductive of all, to work.  
 Nonetheless, all three sites’ exhilarat-
ing novelty of horizon line, geography, 

flora, atmosphere, reflective light and 
water offer rich grist for several artists to 
set this exhibition’s stage. eight paintings 
from Douglas unger’s ongoing Writers 
Series capture the animated conversations 
of Provincetown writers-in-residence as 
well as the crisp clarity of light particular 
to the setting. laura Sanders dips into 
the ocean’s range of watery effects from 
foamy crescendo (Wave with Child) to 
still pools nestled in rocks (Drain and 
Fill). Her ability to transform paint into 
sheer, wet, liquid illusion is a triumph. 
it may seem a radical jump to laura 
lisbon’s residual spray paintings but it 
was the bay Area fog, “the way it lays 
on the mountains and the wind blows,” 
which prompted her to risk turning her 
whole process inside-out and let loose 
the once-confined, stencil-directed spray 
to settle like “a chance blanketing.” The 
resulting images coalesce, like fog itself—
soft, seductive, mysterious and ephemeral.

sara
jOHnsOn
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 linda Gall has been jarring our 
expectations for years, painting alien 
figures into familiar environments (or 
vice versa). This time the residency 
did the jarring, thrusting Gall to the 
inside of the alien role she’d painted 
from the outside. Compare Waiting for 
the Sixties: Miami Beach to her post-
residency South Beach drawings to see 
the figures evaporate into hovering 
white spots dancing across the horizons 
of these beachscapes—still foreign, still 
incongruous but now alien in a non-
human way, as if the camera of her 
memory could record the unseen and 
grant it light-filled friendliness.
 A funny thing happened to Todd 
Slaughter on his way to a residency. each 
time this latter-day Thoreau retreated 
into a choice utopian wilderness, 
he found himself a bullet-dodging 
interloper caught between warring 
neighbors or a bewildered Alice in a 

politically extreme wonderland. His 
response is a robustly sculptural series, 
simultaneously literal and symbolic, 
serious and hilarious. Red Ridinghood 
Stand scans the horizon for carnivorous 
grandmothers while EMF Retreat 
#1, a head-shaped, copper-coated 
tent pitched with carbon fiber lines 
provides a “healthy and restful” escape 
from electromagnetic fields and other 
nuisance environments. 

  before, during and after her 
residency, julie friedman voices 
ecological concerns in artist books and 

drawings. Her dueling counterpoint 
of forms—tree trunks and tapering 
branches versus utility poles and tangled 
electrical wires—is heightened by a 
graphic layering of black on white. The 
residency’s gift of time may have boosted 
the leap to Untitled, where she has cut, 
literally, everything but the tree from 
a huge sheet of paper and trusted the 
shadows to generate the drama. 
 Thom Shaw is so mesmerizing when 
he tells unvarnished truths that it can 
be awhile before we flinch. He casts his 
spells at the intersection where strong 
emotion and honest drama collide with 
the brutality of a gouged-out woodcut. 
Drawings from Shaw’s residency share the 
size, look and drama of his monumental 
woodcuts. They have none of the “noise,” 
his term for a woodcut’s distinctive 
background flecks, and the darks aren’t 
as black as printer’s ink, but the drawings 
hold every bit as much power.

“Luensman’s sophisticated 

playfulness beckons and 

bewitches the wide-eyed 

child in us all.”
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 mary jo bole makes art to stare 
down death and, so far, the art is 
winning. Dead Flowers as Incendiary, 
a residency drawing, is the “light and 
wispy” precursor to a larger, bolder 
drawing that followed and then found 
further application as exquisite, drop-
dead detail in Family Portraits, Now and 
Then. After a serendipitous sidestep 
into a dying funeral marker factory 
revealed its secrets to “keeping the 
impermanent permanent,” drawings 
and secrets reach full bloom in Wilted 
Flowers: Winifred’s Lilacs. 
 A mere glance across New Horizons
certifies the expectation that accom-
plished artists will register unique 
responses to changes of time and place, 
even shared changes at similar times in 
the same places. Three artists emerged 
from their coastal residencies with major 
additions to oeuvres long begun. Over 
the five years bracketing his residency, 

Paul emory applied loud color to every-
day scenes, skewed the perspective and 
questioned which side of the cage holds 
the mischief. His post-residency Crib, 
however, releases a soft whiff of content-
ment that will be intriguing to follow 
forward. fiber artist Gerry fogarty shut 
out South beach to shut herself inside the 
“cool, pristine and windowless studio” 
where lack of distraction meant a leap in 
production. Two pieces shown here were 
part of that residency production. The 
God’s Eye quilt came later but reverber-
ates with tracks and patterns that parallel 
her strong residency work. 
 The incomparably inventive Anthony
luensman can’t be fastened to any
place—midwest, coastal or interplan-
etary—but the time of his art is today. 
And tomorrow. behold the 21st century 
artist-wizard with electronic genius 
up his sleeve. Chain Rain spills vibrat-
ing patterns down long streams of pull 

chains, exciting the eye even before closer 
inspection activates a thunderstorm. 
luensman’s sophisticated playfulness 
beckons and bewitches the wide-eyed 
child in us all.
 The Ohio Arts Council spreads 
generous new horizons before the state’s 
best artists, making coastal ambassadors 
of the Ohio’s most valuable natural 
resource. When this exhibit shares the 
residency results with the rest of us, we 
spy a new horizon of our own: 11 artists 
and a state agency to treasure. 

Sara johnson
Director
Southern Ohio museum



ARTisTs in ThE ExhibiTiOn



Mary jo Bole is a professor in The Ohio state university’s department 
of art, where she is also coordinator of the ceramics area. she was 
awarded an OaC domestic residency at the Headlands Center for the 
arts in sausalito, Ca in 2002. Bole received her bachelor of fine arts 
from the university of Michigan, ann arbor and her master of fine arts 
from the new York College of Ceramics at alfred university, alfred, 
nY. exhibition highlights include solo shows in Columbus, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Chicago and Boston as well as an international show in the 
netherlands. Bole received an OaC Individual excellence award in 1990 
and 2007.

Dead Flowers as Incendiary, 2004, photo retouch paint, watercolor, coffee, 
rubbing alcohol, 28 x 33"  

Paul emory lives in Zanesville with fellow painter nora daniel whom 
he met during his OaC residency. He was awarded an OaC domestic 
residency at the Fine arts Work Center in Provincetown, Ma in 2005. 
He graduated from the ringling school of art and design, sarasota, Fl, 
attended Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, nY and earned his master of fine arts 
at Ohio university, athens. His paintings have been exhibited throughout 
Ohio. emory received an OaC Individual excellence award 
in 1992 and 2001.

Finch Kiss, 2006, oil on canvas, 36 x 48"  
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julie Friedman lives in Medina with her husband artist Charles Basham. 
she was awarded an OaC domestic residency at the Fine arts Work Center 
in Provincetown, Ma in 2004. Friedman received her bachelor of arts and 
bachelor of fine arts degrees from Kent state university, Kent, OH; studied 
at Cranbrook academy of art, Bloomfield Hills, MI and was awarded a 
master of fine arts in printmaking and book arts from the university 
of Wisconsin—Madison. In addition to making artist books, she is the 
director of gallery West at Cuyahoga Community College in Cleveland and 
has served as adjunct art professor at several colleges in northeast Ohio. 
Friedman received an OaC Individual excellence award in 2003.

A Drama Unfolds, 2003, artist book: cut paper, book cloth, 5 x 35" (open) 

gerry Fogarty is a quiltmaker and fiber artist from Yellow springs. she 
was awarded an OaC domestic residency at the arts Center / south 
Florida in Miami, in 2002. Fogarty earned a bachelor of arts from 
Michigan state university, east lansing and continued her education in 
fiber design at the school of the art Institute of Chicago. Fogarty’s quilts 
have been exhibited widely and often in both solo and traveling group 
shows throughout the united states, Canada, Taiwan and japan. she 
has received awards at the Ohio state Fair and the Ohio Craft Museum 
and was designated a Master Craftsman by the university of Michigan’s 
artist and Craftsman’s guild. Her work is represented in the permanent 
collection of the american Craft Museum. Fogarty received an OaC 
Individual excellence award in 1996.

God’s Eye, 2004, mixed media: machine pieced and quilted fabric, hand appliqué, 
found wood, cotton, tape, 39½ x 40½"
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laura lisbon is an associate professor teaching painting and drawing at 
The Ohio state university. she was awarded an OaC domestic residency 
at the Fine arts Work Center in Provincetown, Ma in 1998 and at the 
Headlands Center for the arts in sausalito, Ca in 2002. lisbon attended 
Brown university, Providence, rI and graduated from the rhode Island 
school of design. she also studied at the university of Michigan, ann 
arbor and earned her master of fine arts from syracuse university, 
syracuse, nY. lisbon’s paintings have been exhibited at Ohio university, 
athens; the Wexner Center for the arts, Columbus, OH; Miami university, 
Miami, OH; sPaCes, Cleveland, OH and received out-of-state exposure in 
new York, Paris, england and Holland. additionally she has served as an 
exhibition curator and a published essayist on contemporary painting. 
lisbon received an OaC Individual excellence award in 1997.

Structural Corner B, 2005, acrylic on canvas, 70 x 64"

linda gall lives and paints in Zanesville. she was awarded an OaC 
domestic residency at the arts Center / south Florida, in Miami, in 
2003. gall earned both her bachelor of fine arts and master of fine 
arts degrees at rutgers, the state university of new jersey. Her work 
has been widely exhibited in new jersey and throughout central Ohio, 
including solo exhibitions at the Trumbull art gallery, Warren, OH; 
denison university; Ohio Wesleyan university; rebecca Ibel gallery 
and the Columbus Museum of art (all in central Ohio). she is a former 
director of the Ohio art league. 

Waiting for the Sixties:  Miami Beach, 2004, oil, 48 x 60”
Courtesy of the artist and rebecca Ibel gallery
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a Cincinnati native, anthony luensman is an adjunct faculty member 
at the art academy of Cincinnati and the managing director and artistic 
co-director of the contemporary, multimedia saw Theatre. He was 
awarded an OaC domestic residency at the Headlands Center for the 
arts in sausalito, Ca in 2001. luensman received his bachelor of arts in 
studio arts from Kenyon College, gambier, OH and his master of arts in 
english from Xavier university, Cincinnati, OH. In addition to his residency 
at Headlands, luensman has been an artist in residence in sapporo, 
japan and Taipei, Taiwan. exhibitions of his interactive sculptures in the 
Midwest, japan and Taiwan have led to commissions at the 21C Hotel 
in louisville, KY, the Cincinnati art Museum and the Contemporary arts 
Center, Cincinnati, OH. luensman received an OaC Individual excellence 
award in 2000 and 2004.

Chain Rain, 2007, pull chain, acrylic, speaker, bass driver, digital sound board, 
electronics, amplifier, glass, CCFl lights, power supply  

a Columbus resident, laura sanders, has worked as a scenic artist for 
Players Theatre and BalletMet, has taught children’s art programs for the 
Columbus Parks system as well as private institutions and has worked 
for the Cleveland Playhouse and north Carolina’s Players Theatre. she 
was awarded an OaC domestic residency at the Fine arts Work Center 
in Provincetown, Ma in 2006. sanders received her bachelor of fine 
arts from Columbus College of art and design, Columbus, OH. she is 
regularly juried into the Ohio state Fair Fine arts exhibition where she 
was awarded Best of show in 2004. sanders received an OaC Individual 
excellence award in 2006.

Wave with Child, 2006, oil on canvas, 34 x 64"  
Private Collection   
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Thom shaw lives in Cincinnati. He was awarded an OaC domestic 
residency at the Headlands Center for the arts in sausalito, Ca in 1997. 
shaw received his formal art training at Cranbrook academy of art, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI and the art academy of Cincinnati, which awarded 
him an honorary doctorate in 2007. He recently curated a show of 
Cincinnati’s african american artists entitled Making a legacy/living 
a legacy for the Cincinnati art Museum and he has exhibited his work 
in solo and group shows throughout Ohio, nationally at the Whitney 
Museum, nY and the studio Museum in Harlem, nY and internationally 
in the Czech republic. shaw was the duncanson artist in residence 
at the Taft Museum in Cincinnati, OH, in 2005. shaw received an OaC 
Individual excellence award in 1996, 2000 and 2002.

Scarred Beast of Burden, 2004, ink on paper, 69 x 39"

Todd slaughter is an associate professor in The Ohio state university’s 
department of art sculpture program. He was awarded an OaC domestic 
residency at the Headlands Center for the arts in sausalito, Ca in 2000. 
slaughter earned a bachelor of science and arts from the university 
of Texas, austin, TX and a master of industrial design degree from 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, nY. His national and international public art 
commissions include Midway airport in Chicago, algeciras, spain, the 
akron art Museum, OH and the Columbus Museum of art, OH. slaughter 
received an Individual artist Fellowship from the national endowment for 
the arts. He received an OaC Individual excellence award in 1989, 1992, 
1997, 1999 and 2003.

Red Ridinghood Stand, 2001, painted steel and painted fiberglass, 13' x 6½' x 57"
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douglas unger, of Peninsula, taught drawing and painting at Kent state 
university, Kent, OH until his recent retirement. He was awarded an OaC 
domestic residency at the Fine arts Work Center in Provincetown, Ma in 
2000. unger earned his bachelor of fine arts from the Cleveland Institute 
of art and his master of fine art from syracuse university, syracuse, nY. 
Between degrees he studied at the Cape school of art in Provincetown, 
Ma, where he returned 35 years later for his OaC residency. In addition 
to a long exhibition history for his paintings, unger is an award-winning 
craftsman of traditional stringed instruments. unger received an OaC 
Individual excellence award in 1990, 1995, 1999 and 2002.

Writers Series, Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center, 2000–2007, 8 oils, 8 x 10" each  
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Mary Jo Bole, Columbus

Dead Flowers as Incendiary 
2002–2003, photo retouch paint, 
watercolor, coffee, 19½ x 247∕8" 

Dead Flowers as Incendiary 
2004, photo retouch paint, watercolor, 
coffee, rubbing alcohol, 28 x 33"  

Family Portraits, Now and Then 
2004, photo retouch paint, watercolor, 
coffee, rubbing alcohol, 28 x 33"  

San Francisco Bay Area Cemetery 
Research Diner Mugs 
2002, 2 mugs (pet cemetery; nipped 
buds): buffalo china, china paint, decals 
4 x 4½ x 3½" each  

Gerry Fogarty, Yellow springs

Untitled II 
2002, found wooden object, African 
mud cloth, cotton fabric, sticks, 
goat hair, 40 x 15 x 3"

Bamboo Lattice 
2002, bamboo slats, sticks, raffia
60 x 23½"

God’s Eye 
2004, mixed media: machine pieced 
and quilted fabric, hand appliqué, 
found wood, cotton, tape, 39½ x 40½"

Julie Friedman, Medina

A Drama Unfolds 
2003, artist book: cut paper, book cloth 
5 x 35" (open) 

Shadow Play #1
2004, artist book: cut paper, book cloth 
12 x 8½"

Shadow Play #2 
2004, artist book: cut paper, book cloth 
12 x 8½"

Untitled 
2005–2006, cut-out paper, 84 x 54 x 10"  

linda Gall, Zanesville

Waiting for the Sixties: Miami Beach 
2004, oil, 48 x 60"
Courtesy of the Artist and 
Rebecca ibel Gallery 

Splish Splash 
2005, color pencil, ink, 22 x 30"
Collection of janice Roth   

The Other Morning 
2005, color pencil and ink, 22 x 30"  
Courtesy of the Artist and 
Rebecca ibel Gallery  

All work is courtesy of the artist unless 
otherwise noted. Dimensions are listed 
H x W x D.

Wilted Flowers: Winifred’s Lilacs 
2004–2005, 4 photogenic drawings: 
enamel, china paint on copper, (3) 7 x 5" 
(1) 5 x 7", 1 photogenic drawing: enamel, 
china paint on steel, 10 x 8"

Paul emory, Zanesville

Caged 
2007, oil on canvas, 36 x 44"

Finch Kiss 
2006, oil on canvas, 36 x 48"  

The Crib 
2007, oil on canvas, 36 x 44"  

Tonya 
2003, oil on canvas, 30 x 34"  

Work in the exhibition Work in the exhibition Work in the exhibition Work in the exhibition



laura lisbon, Columbus

Field Backdrop B 
2002, acrylic on canvas, 70 x 60"

Structural Corner B 
2005, acrylic on canvas, 70 x 64"  

anthony luensman, Cincinnati

Chain Rain 
2007, pull chain, acrylic, speaker, bass 
driver, digital sound board, electronics, 
amplifier, glass, CCfl lights, power 
supply  

Tree Blower
2007, oak leaves, tree: 60 x 19 x 19" 
monitor, 42 x 23½"

laura Sanders, Columbus

Wave with Child 
2006, oil on canvas, 34 x 64"  
Private Collection   

Drain and Fill 
2006, oil on canvas, 44 x 108"

Thom Shaw, Cincinnati

Mother and Child 
2005, woodcut, 60 x 40"  

Self Portrait: Med Junkie 
2006, ink on paper 40 x 30"  

Scarred Beast of Burden
2004, ink on paper, 69 x 39"

Todd Slaughter, Columbus

Red Ridinghood Stand 
2001, painted steel and painted 
fiberglass, 13' x 6½' x 57"

EMF (Electromagnetic Field) Retreat #1
2007, mixed media, 5 x 7½ x 5'  

douglas Unger, Peninsula

Writers Series, Provincetown Fine Arts 
Work Center 
2000-7, 8 oils, 8 x 10" each  

Marietta Alley Series: Hollyhocks
2001, pastel on paper, 19¼ x 16¼"  

Marietta Alley Series: Hendershot’s 
Compound
2001, pastel on paper, 19¼ x 16¼"  

Image details on page 5: Mary jo Bole, Dead 
Flowers as Incendiary, 2004; linda gall, 
Waiting for the Sixties:  Miami Beach, 2004; 
laura lisbon, Structural Corner B, 2005; Todd 
slaughter, Red Ridinghood Stand, 2001; gerry 
Fogarty, God’s Eye, 2004; anthony luensman, 
Chain Rain, 2007; Thom shaw, Scarred Beast 
of Burden, 2004; Paul emory, Finch Kiss, 
2006; julie Friedman, A Drama Unfolds, 2003; 
douglas unger, Writers Series, Provincetown 
Fine Arts Work Center, 2000–2007; laura 
sanders, Wave with Child, 2006

Work in the exhibition Work in the exhibition Work in the exhibition Work in the exhibition
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OhiO Arts COunCil
727 east Main street
Columbus, OH 43205-1796
614/466-2613
www.oac.state.oh.us

riffe GAllery
Vern riffe Center for 
government & the arts
77 south High street
Columbus, OH 43215
general Information: 614/644-9624
for TTY/Tdd use Ohio relay service
1-800-750-0750
www.riffegallery.org

The Ohio arts Council is a state agency that funds and 
supports quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio 
communities culturally, educationally and economically. 

Ted strickland, Governor
susan saxbe, OAC Board Chair
julie s. Henahan, OAC Executive Director

Mary H. gray, Riffe Gallery Director
lacey luce, Riffe Gallery Marketing Specialist
Ken emerick, Individual Creativity Director
Kathy signorino, Individual Creativity Program Coordinator
jami goldstein, Interim Public Information Office Director
jaclyn reynolds, Public Information Office 
     Communications Specialist

Supported by: Ohio Building Authority   Media Sponsors:

We’re building Ohio
Through the Arts

The Ohio arts Council’s riffe gallery showcases the work 
of Ohio’s artists and curators, exhibitions produced by 
the Ohio arts Council’s International Program and the 
collections of the region’s museums and galleries. The 
riffe gallery’s education Program seeks to increase 
public appreciation and understanding of those 
exhibitions.

The Ohio Arts Council is an equal opportunity employer.


