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Dominique Henri Vasseur was born in Paris, France and grew up in Springfield, Ohio.  He 

attended Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio and received his Bachelor of Arts degree in art history 

with a minor in French literature.  He went on to receive his Master of Arts degree in art history 

from the University of Chicago.  He held positions in three different departments of the Art 

Institute of Chicago (Prints and Drawings; European Painting; Registrar’s Office) until 1979.  

That same year he accepted a position as assistant curator of European art at The Dayton Art 

Institution, where he later became curator of European Art and prints, drawings, and 

photographs.  In February 1994 he was promoted to the position of senior curator, responsible 

for all activities of The Dayton Art Institute’s curatorial department.  He was intimately involved 

with the Art Institute’s major renovation and expansion in 1995-97 including the entire 

reinstallation of the permanent collection.   

 

In January 2000, Vasseur became deputy director and museum curator of the Springfield 

Museum of Art, and in January 2005, he accepted the position of curator of European art at the 

Columbus Museum of Art.   

 

During his 20 years in Dayton, Vasseur wrote extensively about The Dayton Art Institute's 

collections and organized a number of important exhibitions including The Lithographs of 

Pierre-Nolasque Bergeret in 1982 with loans from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 



Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the Art Institute of Chicago.  In 1994 he organized the major 

nationally touring exhibition Edgar Degas: The Many Dimensions of a Master French 

Impressionist.  

 

In Columbus, he is involved with the ongoing series of major international loan exhibitions 

based on key works of art from the museum’s permanent collection.  These include Renoir’s 

Women and Edgar Degas: The Last Landscapes.  In 2007 he was project manager for and co-

curator of the Columbus Museum of Art’s exhibition In Monet’s Garden: The Lure of Giverny, 

an exhibition with major loans of late Monet paintings borrowed from the Musée Marmottan in 

Paris.  After closing in Columbus, In Monet’s Garden traveled to the Marmottan where it was 

enthusiastically received.    

 

Vasseur is the author of Edna Boies Hopkins Woodblock Prints, a catalogue and census of the 

early 20th century Ohio printmaker published by Ohio University Press (2007).  The Hopkins 

catalogue was published in tandem with an exhibition of Hopkins prints organized by Vasseur, 

which opened at the Columbus Museum of Art in late 2007 and toured to the Springfield 

Museum of Art and the Provincetown Art Association and Museum through the fall of 2008. 

 
 


