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There is great truth in the adage “a picture is worth a thousand words.”  Painters have 
been telling stories through their art since time began, and narrative painting is just that, 
painterly story-telling.  Whether depicting important religious stories and historical 
events or commemorating the lives of famous individuals, narrative painting generally 
has been reserved for the most elevated and serious of subjects.   
 
With all of the changes the art world has seen, it may be surprising that narrative painters 
today still tackle serious topics through their art but often in visually different ways, ones 
that challenge a traditional definition of narrative painting.  The 12 Ohio artists in this 
exhibition make paintings that deal with war, social, economic and political issues, global 
warming; the effects of chemicals on our health; as well as matters of race and gender.  
Their narratives range from age-old Native American life stories to traditional Ukrainian 
folk songs that offer explanations of human emotion and behavior to highly personal and 
autobiographical stories that defy easy explanation.  
 
These artists tell their stories in a variety of ways, directly and indirectly, by using human 
figures or with pictograms—visual metaphors.  While narrative paintings generally 
require a human presence, some of these artists let inanimate objects do the speaking.  
The mystery of these non-populated stories helps to expand the usual meaning of 
narrative painting.  These artists also use a wide range of painting styles from the 
photographic to the near abstract.  As a result, this exhibition is a testimony to the 
diversity and breadth of individual expression found in the work of these 12 Ohio artists 
who are young and not-so young, male and female, black and white, and of European, 
African, and Native American heritage.  Clearly, they all are actively engaged with our 
world and invite us here to look--and listen--to the stories they have to tell.   
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