
Coming next week 

MERCE CUNNINGHAM Wood turning out fans 
'Legacy Tour' at Wexner Ohio Craft Museum hews to theme I E6 
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Wire Act With Alice and Don Grant by Sonny King 

SOUTHERN OHIO MUSEUM 

Merry Go Round by Clarence Carter

RIGHT: Cira,s Detour by Paul 'lravis 

► "Sawdust & Spectacle"
will run Thursday through
April 21 In the Riffe Gallery,
77 S. High St. Hours:
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesdays and Fridays,
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Thursdays,
noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays
and Sundays, and 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Tuesdays. Sara
Johnson will lead a tour at
noon Feb. 24. Call 614-644-
9624 or visit www.oac.state.
oh.us.

RIGHT: F.C. Roland, 
the Rubber Man MASSILLON MUSEUM 

SONNY KING COLLECTION 

RICHARD AND RENEE ZEUNER 

By Michael Grossberg I THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

tep right up and see exotic camels grazing on 
tender grass before the show. 4f Or giraffes, 
zebras and elephants forced to travel a 

circuitous route on their way to the night's engagement. tJ 
Or majestic white stallions and their expert trainers at rest 
before their stunning performance. 4J Such images and 
others from early-20th-century traveling circuses are 
found in "Sawdust & Spectacle: Under the Big Top in 
Small Town America," opening Thursday in the Riffe 
Gallery. •r The 24 paintings, 43 photographs and three 
original prints capture performers and behind-the-scenes 

See CIRCUS Page E2 
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DAI LY ALMANAC 
Today Is Sunday, Jan. 31, the 31st 
day of 2010. There are 334 days 
left in the year. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN HISTORY 

► On Jan. 31, 1950, President
Harry S. Truman announced that
he had ordered development of
the hydrogen bomb.
► In 1606, Guy Fawkes, convicted
of treason for his part in the 
"Gunpowder Plot" against the 
English Parliament and King 
James I, was executed. 
► In 1929, revolutionar y Leon
Trotsky and his family were ex
pelled from the Soviet Union.
► In 1945, Pvt. Eddie Slovik, 24,
became the first U.S. soldier since
the Civil War to be executed for
desertion as he was shot by an
American firing squad in France.
► In 1949, the first 1V daytime
soap opera, These Are My

Children, began broadcasting 
from the NBC station in Chicago. 
(It lasted all of four weeks.) 
► In 1958, the United States
entered the Space Age with its 
first successful launch of a satel
lite into orbit, Explorer I. 
► In 1971, astronauts Alan
Shepard Jr., Edgar Mitchell and
Stuart Roosa blasted off aboard
Apollo 14 on a moon mission.
► Ten years ago: An Alaska
Airlines jet plummeted into the
Pacific Ocean, killing all 88
people aboard.
► Five years ago: Jury selection
began in Santa Maria, Calif., for
Michael Jackson's child molesta
tion trial. (Jackson was later
acquitted.)
► One year ago: Iraqis passed
through security checkpoints to 
vote in provincial elections con
sidered to be a crucial test of the 
nation's stability. 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY 

"The third-rate mind is only happy 
when it is thinking with the major
ity. The second-rate mind is only 
happy when it is thinking with the 
minority. The first-rate mind is 
only happy when it is thinking." -
A.A. Milne (born in 1882, died on 
this date in 1956) 
Source: Associated Press 

What's happening in entertain
ment and the arts? Throughout 
the week, our reporters' biogs 
offer perspectives you won't find 
in print. Read more at Dispatch.
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Behind the Tents by Clarence Carter 

CIRCUS 
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moments from circuses 
that reached Portsmouth, 
Ohio, mostly between the 
1920s and the early 1940s. 

"But the core of the 
exhibit is how the circus 
reflected basically a whole 
century of America," 
curator Sarah Johnson said. 

"I can hardly think of 
another American inven
tion or phenomenon that 
lasted such a long time 
during so many of the 
industrial and social 
changes that were going in 
the country." 

"Sawdust & Spectacle" 
includes a number of oil 
paintings and photographs 
by Cleveland artist 
Clarence Carter, who 
traveled frequently to his 
native Portsmouth to cap
ture images from circus 
tours. 

The exhibit was first 
shown in October in the 
Southern Ohio Museum in 
Portsmouth, where John
son served as director for 
two decades before retiring 
in December. 

Works in the exhibit have 
been borrowed from pri
vate collections in Ohio. 
Before the Portsmouth 
exh

i

bit, the photographs 
had not been publicly 
shown. 

Johnson - at 65, too 
young to have experienced 
the traveling circus in 
Portsmouth - was in
spired to put together the 

MASSILLON MUSEUM 

Lionel, the Dog-Faced Boy 

exhibit because of Carter's 
enthusiasm for the circus 
and his resulting images. 

"Carter took almost a 
perverse view," she said. 
"His focus was not on the 
spectacle going on under 
the lights in the big top 
but behind the scenes, 

COLLEcnON OF WIWAM JOSEPH 

ABoVE: Make Ready for
Your Cu.e by Henry Keller

like roustabouts setting up 
the tents." 

Carter often photo
graphed circus people 
waiting to make their en
trances. 

"You see people who are 
proud of their work. They 
are posing for these photo
graphs, so they adopt a star 
posture." 

The exhibit also includes 
paintings by New Yorker 
Walt Kuhn. 

"His performers are 
either depressed or ex
hausted," Johnson said. 

"When you think of these 
fabulous performers, it's 
not how you picture them. 
It kind of humanizes the 
spectacle of the circus." 

About 20 postcards high
light the circus sideshow. 

"These are the height of 
political incorrectness," 

SOUTHERN OHIO MUSEUM 

Johnson said, "showing 
people with a variety of 
deformities, from Siamese 
twins to a 'lobster-handed' 
boy." 

The exhibit includes 13 
dioramas, miniature circus 
scenes created by Sonny 
King, an Australian who 
spent summers traveling 
the rails with his father, a 
lion tamer; three hand
painted canvas sideshow 
banners; and 11 circus toys, 
including an elephant, a 
camel and other animals 
on wheels. 

"The point is to show 
how the circus impacted all 
ages," Johnson said. 

Circuses, which began as 
stationary spectacles in 
wooden arenas erected in 
cities and began touring by 
horse and wagon, extended 
their reach across the 
country via the railroads. 

"By the 1920s, it seemed 
like everybody and his 
brother had a circus, all 
traveling everywhere by 
rail," Johnson said. 

"But when the De
pression hit and the econ
omy crashed, so did most 
of the circuses." 

Viewers can experience 
the bygone entertainment 
especially through the 
exhibit's beautiful paint
ings, said Mary Gray, direc
tor of the Riffe Gallery. 

"We've all had an oppor
tunity to go to a circus at 
some point in our lifetimes 
and appreciate the festivity, 
so this is a mass-appeal 
exhibit." 
mgrossberg@dispatch.com 

THEATER 

Workshops 
tied to play 
on Pierce 

Contemporary American 
Theatre Company will join 
forces with the Columbus 
Museum of Art, Columbus 
Historical Society and the 
King Arts Complex to pre
sent three free workshops in 
its Plays in Process series. 

The workshops, which 
will include discussions 
with the playwright and 
creative team behind 
CATCO's upcoming April 
world premiere of Pierce to
the Soul, are designed to 
explore the life of Columbus 
folk artist Elijah Pierce and 
preview Chiquita Mullins 
Lee's one-man play about 
him. 

Dayton actor Alan Bomar 
Jones, who will star in Pierce
to the Soul, will also read an 
excerpt from the work in 
progress. 

The workshops will take 
place at 7 p.m. Feb. 16 in the 
King Arts Complex, 867 
Mount Vernon Ave.; 
2 p.m. Feb. 21 in the Colum
bus Museum of Art, 480 E. 
Broad St.; and 7 p.m. 
March 3 in the Riffe Center's 
Studio Thro Theatre, 77 S. 
High St. The last workshop 
is hosted by the Columbus 
Historical Society. 

For more information, 
visit www.catcoistheatre. 
org, www.thekingarts 
complex.com, www. 
columbusmuseum.org or 
www.columbushistory.org. 

- Michael Grossberg
mgrossberg@dispatch.com 

-
Gunther Herbig. Art,st,c Aqv,so 


