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Program Overview
Getting to Know the Program



Program Overview

• The Artists with Disabilities Access Program (ADAP) provides funding that gives 
individual artists with disabilities the resources they need to further their artistic 
development.

• Grants are awarded to individual artists at both the emerging artist level of $500 
and professional artist level for up to $2,500



Program Overview

• Emerging artists are individuals who have consistently worked in their chosen 
art form for more than three years, have demonstrated strong artistic potential, 
and want to develop their careers

• Professional artists are individuals who devote a major portion of their time to 
creating, practicing, performing, or teaching their chosen artform and receive 
some type of monetary support from this endeavor.



Program Overview

• Deadline is May 1 for projects taking place July 1 – next June 30

• If program funds are not exhausted, there will be a second deadline of 
November 1 for projects taking place January 1 – June 30 of next year

• Applicants may not receive both an Artists with Disabilities Access Program grant 
and an Artist Opportunities grant in the same fiscal year



Program Overview – Eligibility

• Be an Ohio resident and remain a resident during the grant period

• Have exhibited, performed, or published work as an artist within three years

• Be 18 years of age and have a disability (per Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (ADA) guidelines)

• Not be a student attending high school or pursuing and undergraduate or 
graduate degree at the time of application



Program 
Overview -
Changes

• Increased grant amount for professional 
level up to $2,500

• Removed the letters of 
support requirement

• ARTIE application upgrades and budget 
module

• ADAP for Organizations moved to ArtsRISE



How the Program Works

• Introduce work to new audiences and to raise their artistic profile, through 
exhibitions, performances, or screenings

• Develop new artistic skills through participation in activities such as 
conferences, artist residencies, workshops, fellowships, master classes, or 
apprenticeships

• Advance career through activities like production of marketing materials, 
website development, equipment purchases (not to exceed $1,500), materials, 
services, or rental fees for equipment or facilities



Guidelines



Locate the Program Guidelines

OAC.OHIO.GOV



Guidelines
Select Individual Artists

Scroll Down to Find Artist 
Opportunities

Download PDF



What kind of projects are eligible for support?

Projects must take place between July 1 of the current year through June 30 of the following year



Project 
Examples

• Exhibition support to cover the cost of 
framing, shipping, space rental

• Hiring an editor for your publication or an 
illustrator for your children’s book

• Having a website built or hiring a professional 
photographer to document your work

• Taking a class or participating in a residency 
or workshop series

• Putting on a performance of your work or 
staging a play of your work



Review Criteria & Support Materials



Review Criteria
How panelists will score your application

Program Quality (15 points)
Panelists will want to see evident skill in artist’s chosen discipline.

Community Engagement (10 points)
Project will increase applicant’s ability to share their work with 
the community. Panelists will want to see a community 
engagement component to your project.

Defining and Measuring Success (25 points)
Established a quality plan with clear goals for the 
project. Outcomes develop the artistic career of the 
artist. Applicant’s proposed project demonstrates artistic, 
educational, and/or cultural value.

Resource Management (10 points)
Project budget is complete and supports goals for 
activity. Applicant demonstrates the capacity to complete the 
proposed project.

Total 60 Points



Support Materials
Required materials to support your project

The following support materials are REQUIRED for 
emerging artists:

• Artist résumé or biography

• Work samples – may include up to 12 images, or at 
least two audio, video, or writing samples, not more 
than three years old

The following support materials are REQUIRED for 
professional artists:

• Artist résumé & Professional biography or artist 
statement

• Work samples – may include up to 12 images, or at 
least two audio, video, or writing samples, not more 
than three years old



YouTube Video: https://rebrand.ly/ADAP-ARTIE

How to Enter ARTIE



• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

Sample Project Ideas from Awarded Grantees, 
Sarah and Steve



Steve’s ADAP 
GRANT

Project Title: The Break

• Professional Artist Application

• Requesting funds to publish book



Sarah’s ADAP 
Grant

Project Title: Craft Fairs

• Emerging Artist Application

• Requesting funds to apply for and 
purchase display wares to sell her 
jewelry at craft fairs



• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

Examples of effective grant narratives



STEVE: 

The money will go the final cover design, editing and layout of a book I finished writing, called The Break, a personal memoir. Find a description of 
the book below:1

[Steve shares book description.]

The cover design requires a lot of work. The designer will include the book description, the reviews, and all the details that go on a book cover, 
including the barcode, price, etc. I've already paid $600, but I owe $600 to complete the final design. For book editing, I've hired an editor, Pete, from 
New York Book Doctor.

Question 1:  Provide a brief  summary of  the 
activities for which you are requesting OAC funding. 

SARAH: 
I am requesting funding for the cost of applying to craft shows in the coming year. I plan on booking craft fairs during the grant period and beyond to 
sell my jewelry and other artwork. This is really important to me as an artist, because I want to be an artist who is more visible in the 
community…This is also important for me because if I can sell, I can continue to buy more materials to keep on creating.



2.  Program Quality:  What area of your artistic career are 
you seeking to develop? 

SARAH: 
1. I want to undertake this project to sell my work, to be more involved in my community, and to establish 

myself more as an artist.
2. This activity will advance my chosen art form by learning what kind of pieces I make that customers like. 

Once I know, I can focus more on the techniques involved in making those pieces.

STEVE: 
1. I think it's a story that is important to the public discourse on mental health.
2. It’s important as part of my personal literary career and my personal growth to share my side of the story.



• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

3. Community Engagement: How do you share your 
work with your community? How will this project 
help reach new audiences? 

SARAH: 
1. I market my artwork through my Facebook business page. I create events for my shows, and post pictures of my work. I also 

advertise in my church’s newsletter and bulletin about upcoming shows.

2. I am involved in the community with my artwork by being a member of the Medina County Art League, displaying in the 
Accessible Expressions Ohio art show, the Valley Art Center’s Student Faculty art show, and I am donating a percentage of my 
sales to nonprofits in my community such as Feeding Medina County.



• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

3. Community Engagement: How do you share your work 
with your community? How will this project help reach new 
audiences? 

STEVE: 
1. Part of the process of marketing has been getting blurbs from other writers about the book. That material will go on 
my Facebook and Instagram pages and my website, stevenpaullansky.com, and the Arbitrary Press website. There will be a testimonial on my editor's 
website and the Arbitrary Press website. I intend to send copies of the book out for reviews and to share those reviews with my audience. I'll do this 
in a target way, by researching vetted reviewers and authors of memoirs.

I have several contacts who will submit blurbs to me after reading the book for marketing purposes. I have a blurb from a childhood friend, Arthur 
Allen, a journalist and has three published books.

[Steve lists several contacts who will submit blurbs.] 

2. I will do public readings, in person and Zoom. I'm working on lining that up now in the Fall. I expect to one at Miami University, where I taught for 
many years (15), and some at coffeeshops and bookstores in Cincinnati, and I hope to get to New York. I have a few contacts in NYC and I'm working 
on that.

https://www.facebook.com/StevenPaulLansky/
https://www.instagram.com/lanskysp/?hl=en
https://stevenpaullansky.com/
https://www.peteralson.com/arbitrary-press


• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

3. Community Engagement: How do you share your 
work with your community? How will this project 
help reach new audiences? 

1. Upload your work to your social media accounts or Facebook groups

2. Share you work via a website

3. Present about your work at mixer or community gathering (virtual or in-person)

4. Write about your project on a blog

5. Ask friends and family to share your pages with their networks 

6. Post on the Ohio Artist Registry: www.oac.ohio.gov/Resources/Ohio-Artist-Registry

https://www.oac.ohio.gov/Resources/Ohio-Artist-Registry


• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

4. Defining and Measuring Success: What are you 
goals for this project?  How will this project help you 
advance your artistic career? 

SARAH:
I have already started my plan by pre-ordering the 2023 Northern Ohio Craft Fair Booklet. The Northern Ohio Arts and Crafts 
Shows Booklet (craftshowbooklet.com) Once I receive the booklet, I will research which shows will be a good fit for me. I plan 
on picking shows that are in a 40-mile radius, and to attend approximately three shows per season throughout the calendar 
year. I will take note of the application opening dates in my calendar and set aside the cost of each show until application is 
due.

This grant will advance my short-term goals as an artist by helping me sell my inventory, and to discover my audience. This 
grant will help me with my long-term goals as an artist by growing my skill set, being more involved in my community, and 
supporting those who are in need in my community

https://www.craftshowbooklet.com/
https://www.craftshowbooklet.com/


• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

4. Defining and Measuring Success: What are you 
goals for this project?  How will this project help you 
advance your artistic career? 

STEVE: 
1. I gave deadlines to my reviewers for May 15th. My editor has given me deadlines as we've gone along. I will continue 

to try to meet them. I've got a track record for completing these kinds of things. Rome wasn't built in a day.

2. Short Term- Another book on the shelf, another publication complete. Long Term- Maybe adding something 
significant to the body of literature that's already exhausting. I've read a lot of books to write this book. Over 30 
memoirs. Part of this is researching. I've read a lot about mental illness. But I've never seen another person's account 
of their own experiences with schizophrenia with a med change like this. It's unusual, it's different.



5. Resource 
Management: 

How will you use 
grant funding if it is 
awarded? 

 Simply break down the budget

 Create a line-item list of your planned spending

 List the $ amount for each item

SAMPLE BREAKDOWN: 

• New laptop computer- $400
• Website domain annual renewal - $50
• Jewelry boxes x 150, assorted sizes - $150
• 1 lightweight, folding table = $90
• 1 camp chair -$25
• 6 jewelry stands @$10 =$60
• 1 Promotional Tablecloth with artist logo =$125
• 200 Business Cards = $55
• 1 rolling cart (to haul supplies) = $50
• 5 craft fair entry fees @ $75 = 375

TOTAL = $1,380



5. Resource Management: 

Expense  Budget

 Categorize the items from your budget breakdown into the following 
categories

 Total each category

 Enter the total into each corresponding line on the OAC worksheet



Examples of 
Support Materials 

Sarah Bullington: 
• PowerPoint with 12 images of 

her craft



Examples of 
Support Materials 

Steve Lansky: 
• Book Cover
• Original Illustrations

• Writing Samples from 
current book



• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

Ways Art Possible Ohio Can Support Your Grant 

 Talk through your grant proposals or ideas to see if 
it’s a good fit

 Review grant guidelines and materials needed

 Send you Word doc version of grant or email you 
grant questions

 Schedule a Zoom or phone call to input grant 
answers

 Collect support materials for grant application, 
format, and upload materials

 Format artist statements, resume’s, CV’s, and 
budget

 Review draft grant application for errors or missing 
materials 



• Bullet 1
• Bullet 2

Ways the Ohio Arts Council Can Support Your Grant

 You can utilize the Request Feedback function in 
ARTIE 

 We are happy to mail you a paper application

 The IA office and Investment Team will keep you   
up-to-date on the grant process

 Send you the panel comments after the panel 
meeting

 Then we can assist you in getting your grant 
agreement signed and setup in the Ohio Pays 
system



How to 
Reach Us!

Chaz O’Neil  
614-728-4421 
chaz.oneil@oac.ohio.gov
www.oac.ohio.gov

Megan Fitze 
380-799-MAKE (6253) 
megan@artpossibleohio.org
www.artpossible.org

mailto:chaz.oneil@oac.ohio.gov
http://www.oac.ohio.gov/
mailto:megan@artpossibleohio.org
http://www.artpossible.org/


THANK YOU
O A C . O H I O . G O V
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