Dear Ohio Arts Council operating support grantee:
Thanks to Governor Mike DeWine and legislative leadership in the Ohio General Assembly, the Ohio
Arts Council (OAC) has received an additional $20 million in federal funds to grant from the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.
This marks the most significant arts economic relief package ever earned and administered by the
OAC. It also represents the second-largest single investment of CARES Act dollars to-date of any US
state or territory dedicated exclusively to the arts. And, critically, it will support arts organizations of
all sizes, across many genres, all over our state. This lifeline is being extended not to just a few
organizations, but to hundreds—because the arts in Ohio are better when we all work together.
Lastly, the OAC will regrant the entirety of the $20 million in federal CARES Act dollars without
retaining any for overhead or administrative expenses. We thank you for making the case that, while
Ohio’s arts and cultural sector is strong and resilient, it is also in serious need of support in order to
sustain the arts during the pandemic.
As a current operating support grantee, your organization is eligible to receive funding.
Please review the attached document carefully, then proceed as follows:
STEP ONE: Interested organizations must complete the OAC Reopening and Economic Relief
Worksheet linked below, providing the OAC with details on needs and unanticipated expenses, as
well as allowable reimbursements. The deadline to complete the survey is Thursday, November 5,
2020 at 5:00 p.m., sooner if possible. Completing this Worksheet does not guarantee funding.
Click here to open Reopening and Economic Relief Worksheet
(or copy and paste: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/19f6c91d32544ec29e6b28b60491435f)
Due to the nature of the funds, federal restrictions limit the types of expenses that are eligible to be
covered by CARES Act funding. In addition, CARES Act funding is subject to federal audit, with
documentation required to be retained for five years.
Again, we strongly encourage you to complete the Worksheet linked above as soon as possible,
but no later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 5, 2020. Failure to complete the survey may
render your organization ineligible to request CARES Act Funding from the OAC. We appreciate
your prompt attention to this matter.
After reviewing this information, if you have questions, please contact us at
OrgPrograms@oac.ohio.gov.
Thank you. Stay safe and healthy.
-

The Ohio Arts Council staff

