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Artist Biographies 
 
Janet Ballweg 
Born in 1961 in Madison, Wisconsin, Janet Ballweg now resides in Bowling Green, Ohio. 
Ballweg received an MFA in printmaking from the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana 
(1985), and a BS in art (printmaking) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (1983). Recent 
exhibitions include the China Sanbao International Printmaking Exhibition, Jiangxi Province, 
China; Qijiang International Print Invitational Exhibition, Qijiang, China; and New Prints 
2010/Spring, International Print Center New York. Her intaglio prints have earned numerous 
awards including a 2008 Individual Excellence Award and a 2009 Provincetown Residency, both 
sponsored by the Ohio Arts Council. Ballweg’s work combines both digital and contemporary 
printmaking technologies. The images begin as 3-D computer-generated models which are built 
and manipulated within the computer much like a theatrical set.  
 
Jerry Birchfield 
Jerry Birchfield graduated from the Cleveland Institute of Art in 2009 with a BFA in 
photography. He is the recipient of a 2011 Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award, the 
First Agnes Gund Traveling Award, the Maxeen J. Stone Flower ‘76 Scholarship for 
Photography, and the Joyce Said 1977 Memorial Scholarship for Photography. His work has 
been exhibited at the Toledo Museum of Art; The Print Center, Philadelphia; and SPACES 
Gallery, Cleveland. His work has been included into the permanent collections of the Cleveland 
Clinic, Dealer Tire, LLC, and Avery Denison Corporation. He lives and works in Cleveland. 
Through photography, digital media, and print, Birchfield examines relationships between light, 
image, subject matter, and media.  
 
John Branham 
An Ohio native, John Branham was born in currently lives in Massillon. He graduated from the 
University of Akron in 2004 with a BFA in graphic design. Branham is currently employed by 
Bonnie’s Engravers Gallery in downtown Massillon. Branham has collaborated with the 
Massillon Museum on several occasions; his digital artwork was the subject of a solo exhibition 
at the Museum in 2011. He has designed educational publications, led Photoshop manipulation 
and FX make-up workshops, and was the recipient of a 2011 Individual Artist grant from 
ArtsinStark. Branham’s personal brand is called Zombietron Industries. He is co-founder of 
Shock Studios. His work is influenced by everything from movies and music to comics, games, 
stories and even current events. While his final images are digital prints, the process usually 



involves photo shoots, scans of textures and found objects, special effects makeup, making 
custom costumes or masks, sculptural work, and hand-made textures of paint and ink, which are 
assembled and manipulated digitally.    

 
Kimberly Burleigh 
Born in 1955, Kimberly Burleigh received her MFA at Indiana University and her BFA at Ohio 
University. She is currently a Professor of Fine Arts at the University of Cincinnati. Her 
paintings, drawings, collages, digital images, and computer animations exhibit her overriding 
interest in the interrelationship between technology, art, and society. She has shown her work in 
more than 150 exhibitions and has been honored with numerous grants and fellowships from 
such institutions as the National Endowment for the Arts and the Ohio Arts Council, including 
residencies at the Headlands Center for the Arts (Sausalito, California) and the Fine Arts Work 
Center (Provincetown, Massachusetts). 
 
Guy Michael Davis 
Guy Michael Davis is adjunct instructor of ceramics at the University of Cincinnati’s College of 
Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning (DAAP) and served as resident artist at the 2010 
International Ceramics Symposium in Poland and at the Dresden Porcelain Manufactory. Davis 
holds an MFA from The Ohio State University and a BFA from the Kansas City Art Institute. 
Beyond his own studio practice, he collaborates on porcelain objects with artists and designers 
across the country, and has exhibited them around the country and the world, including the 
Chelsea Art Museum in New York, the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia, the 
Taft Museum of Art in Cincinnati, and also in Santa Fe, Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, 
Canada, Belgium, and Poland.  
 
Nicholas Economos 
Nicholas Economos is an artist and educator living in Cleveland and teaching in the T.I.M.E.—
Digital Arts Department at The Cleveland Institute of Art. His art practice includes sound, video, 
animation, software art, and reactive media art. Economos is an Editor Emeritus for Rhizome.org 
at The New Museum New York City. His awards include an Individual Artist Project Grant in 
film, media, and new technology production from the New York State Council on the Arts and 
an Individual Excellence Award in media arts from the Ohio Arts Council. Economos has 
exhibited his work nationally and internationally, has been a frequent artist-in-residence at the 
Experimental Television Center in Owego, New York, and is included in the DVD anthology, 
“ETC: 1969 – 2009” covering 40 years of video arts.  
 
Ronald Geibert 
Ronald Geibert resides in Beavercreek, Ohio. Born in 1952, he completed his studies at 
Creighton University and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. In the first 20 years of his career 
as a photographer, he worked in the documentary tradition. For the past 15 years, he has 



explored Orwellian issues using computer technology. His works are found in many collections, 
including The Museum of Modern Art (New York City), the Corcoran Gallery of Art and the 
Smithsonian (Washington, DC), and the Bibliothèque Nationale de France in Paris. As an author, 
curator, and artist he has produced nearly 20 publications. Of particular merit is an extensive 
suite of interactive electronic kiosks that speak to private and public issues found in the 
information age. 
 
Brian Harnetty 
Brian Harnetty is from Columbus, and his work involves overlooked elements of sound. Many of 
his pieces transform found material from sound archives––including field recordings, 
transcriptions and historic recordings––into personal sound worlds. His music and installations 
have been performed and shown in the United States and Europe. Harnetty received an MA in 
music from the Royal Academy of Music, London, and a BA in music from The Ohio State 
University. Harnetty’s work is released by Chicago’s Atavistic Records, and includes American 
Winter (2007) and Silent City (2009). Rawhead & Bloodybones, featuring settings of folk tales 
told by children in the 1940s, is forthcoming. 
 
Dan Hernandez 
Dan Hernandez was born in San Diego in 1977. He received a BFA in 2000 from Northwest 
Missouri State (Maryville, Missouri) and an MFA in 2002 from American University 
(Washington, DC). He is currently represented by Kim Foster Gallery in New York City. His 
work has been presented in numerous galleries, including solo shows at Madhouse Gallery 
(Toledo), the Fine Arts Gallery at Mott Community College (Flint, Michigan), and Kresge 
Gallery at Lyon College (Batesville, Arkansas), and group exhibitions at the Toledo Museum of 
Art (Toledo), Desotorow Gallery (Savannah, Georgia), Gallery Project (Ann Arbor, Michigan), 
Hype Gallery (Milan, Italy), and the Strohl Art Center (Chautauqua, New York). Hernandez was 
selected for an Ohio Arts Council Individual Excellence Award in 2011. The themes present in 
Hernandez’s work mix and match religion, mythology and pop culture, blur boundaries, 
rearrange hierarchies, and call into question notions of iconography, collectables, and devotion. 
 
Janice Lessman-Moss 
Janice Lessman-Moss, a Professor of Textile Art at Kent State University, received her BFA 
from Tyler School of Art and her MFA from the University of Michigan. She has exhibited her 
weavings throughout the United States and internationally, and has received a number of 
Individual Artist Fellowships from the Ohio Arts Council and an Arts Midwest/National 
Endowment for the Arts Fellowship in Crafts. Recent exhibitions include: New Material World, 
Sheldon Museum, University of Nebraska, Lincoln; Rijswijk Textile Biennial 2011, Museum 
Rijswijk, Netherlands; 7th Cheongju International Juried Craft Exhibition, Korea; and the 
International TECHstyle Art Biennial, San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles, California. Her 
weavings correspond to her involvement with the distinct language of digital design and 



production. Building on the direct relationship between the pixels on the computer screen with 
the threads on the loom, the compositions are created using networks of geometric forms that 
engage the iterative capabilities inherent to both tools. 
 
Katie Parker 
Katie Parker was born in 1980 in Jonesboro, Arkansas, and grew up in Plano, Texas. She 
attended the Kansas City Art Institute from 1999-2003 and received BFA degrees in ceramics 
before earning her MFA in 2005 from The Ohio State University. Currently, Parker is an 
assistant professor at the University of Cincinnati, running the ceramics department. 
 
Joshua Penrose 
Columbus native Joshua Penrose began studying piano at the age of 5. He also has studied 
percussion performance, music composition, and electronic music. After serving as a Russian 
linguist in the United States Navy, Penrose has continued making interactive sonic art and 
sound-based installations. He currently teaches digital art and approaches to new media as a 
lecturer at The Ohio State University and Columbus College of Art & Design. Penrose’s work 
engages complex systems, and attempts to synthesize materials through an imaginative, yet 
reverent process. He is interested in time and how it unfolds around us—how our experience of it 
can shift significantly depending on what we may see or hear. 
 
Andrew Reach 
Born in 1961, Miami native and architect Andrew Reach now resides permanently in Cleveland. 
Reach received a Bachelor of Architecture from Pratt Institute and went on to a successful 
architectural career before a disability forced him to end practicing. Taking what began as art 
therapy, Reach began creating digital art, producing abstract large-format limited edition digital 
prints with the latest in digital technologies that have become the tools of his reinvention. His 
work has been exhibited widely in the United States, including a solo exhibition at the Frost Art 
Museum in Miami, Florida, where three of his works were acquired for the permanent collection. 
 

Michele Waalkes 
Michele Waalkes was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1968. She currently resides in Canton 
with her husband and three children. Waalkes pursued a variety of creative endeavors before 
earning her BA in art from Malone University in 2007. She pushes the scope of her conceptual 
photography by utilizing digital technology to manipulate and layer her imagery, which is often 
transferred into different media. Her work has been exhibited in two solo shows and many group 
and juried shows in varied northeast Ohio venues, as well as Vancouver, Washington; Bethesda, 
Maryland; and Chicago, Illinois. 
 
Gina Washington 
Born and raised in Cleveland, Gina Washington graduated with an MFA in photography from 
Ohio University in Athens. She considers herself “a child of the Universe” and has traveled to 



many places collecting images and connecting artists. She has received many awards for her 
portraiture and creates art “by any means necessary” as she combines many different media. As a 
master collaborator, Washington co-created her latest exhibition at Ingenuity Fest Cleveland in 
2010, where she showcased poetry, storytelling, music, and visual arts. Washington’s artwork 
presented in this exhibition fosters a dialogue around religion, history and personal identity.   
 
 
 
 
 


