
Individual Excellence Awards:  
Recognizing Individual Artistic Achievement 

Brent Skidmore  •  North Carolina 
DISCIPLINE: CRAFTS

Brent Skidmore is a sculptor and studio furniture artist who serves as associate professor 
of art & art history, director of craft studies, and public arts and humanities chair at the 
University of North Carolina-Asheville (UNCA). He is also co-founder of the university’s 
STEAM Studio—a 12,000 square foot fabrication and design lab built for interdisciplinary 
teams focused on collaboration and innovation. With more than 31 years of teaching 
experience, Brent is focused on mentorship and community work emphasizing social 
change through collaborative making. In addition to UNCA, he has taught at Kendall 

College of Art and Design in Michigan and several craft programs, including Penland, Arrowmont, Haystack, 
Anderson Ranch, and Peter’s Valley. Prior to his academic appointments, he ran Brent Skidmore Studio for 
eight years. Throughout his career, he also has served or continues to serve as a board member for the Center 
for Craft, Creativity and Design, Craft Emergency Relief Fund, Journeyman Asheville, and more. He received 
his MFA in sculpture from Indiana University in 1990 and his BFA in sculpture from Murray State University in 
1987.

Evelyn Davis-Walker  •  Georgia  
DISCIPLINE: CRAFTS

Evelyn Davis-Walker is a practicing graphic designer, professor of graphic design, fine 
artist, and maker who holds a BA in visual communication and computer art from 
Otterbein University and an MFA in advertising design from Marywood University. 
She has taught graphic design and studio art for over 14 years and has run her design 
business with her husband for the last two decades. Davis-Walker uses the language of 
advertising visuals (text and imagery) to manipulate social messages using materials 
such as acetate transparencies, encaustic wax, thread, and epoxy resin. By exploring 

these various materials and their relationships with their subjects, she attempts to legitimize the use of 
advertisements within fine art collage. Evelyn was awarded the 25 for 25 AOL International Art Grant, where 
she designed individual memory games for 200 Alzheimer’s patients. She also received the Otterbein 
University Young Alumni for Community Engagement award as a result of her game design activism. 

Clay Leonard  •  Texas  
DISCIPLINE: CRAFTS

Clay Leonard received his MFA from Bowling Green State University and his BFA 
from Adrian College. He currently serves as an assistant professor of ceramics at the 
University of Houston – Clear Lake in Texas. Clay has also been an artist-in-residence 
at the Guldagergaard International Ceramic Research Center in Denmark; Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, Kansas; and C.R.E.T.A. Rome in Rome, Italy. His current research 
focuses on the important ritual of sharing a meal and utilizing ceramic serving forms 
as a catalyst for interaction and communication. His work has been featured in various 

international and national exhibitions and publications, including the May 2009 issue of Ceramics Monthly, as 
an emerging artist. His work is included in various public collections, including the International Museum of 
Dinnerware Design in Michigan, Guldagergaard International Ceramic Research Center in Denmark, and the 
National Museum of Slovenia. 
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Gaby Hernandez  •  Arkansas  
DISCIPLINE: DESIGN

Gaby Hernández is an endowed associate professor of graphic design at the University of 
Arkansas. Her expertise includes community-based design, visual storytelling, decolonial 
design, and ethnographic research. Her work has been published and disseminated 
extensively in the United States and internationally. Her current research and creative 
activities look at memory as an unexplored image reservoir that feeds the discovery of 
personal visual languages that challenge traditional design canons.

contributions and edits. His education includes undergraduate degrees in philosophy and political science 
and ongoing graduate studies in the history of design and curatorial studies in the MA program offered jointly 
by Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum, and Parsons School of Design. Research interests include 
women designers, Scandinavian mass market design, and emerging global design markets.

Ling Zhang  •  Iowa  
DISCIPLINE: DESIGN

Dr. Ling Zhang is an assistant professor in the apparel, merchandising, and design 
program at Iowa State University. She received her degree at the Beijing Institute of 
Fashion Technology, China, and her master’s and Ph.D. degrees at Iowa State University. 
She was a fashion designer in New York City for several years before moving her career 
into academia. Dr. Zhang is an apparel designer and artist, and she is an expert in 
the textile and apparel design fields. Her research focuses on wearable art design, 
design theories, and functional apparel design. She has 26 wearable art pieces that 

were exhibited at national and international juried exhibitions. Additionally, she is the winner of 13 top 
international design awards.

John Haffner  •  New York  
DISCIPLINE: DESIGN

John Haffner Layden has developed and curated design-related content for print, online, 
and video for more than three decades for clients, including the Museum of Modern Art 
(MoMA), Parsons School of Design, Dezeen, Rizzoli, Abrams, Design Observer, and Condé 
Nast. He has served widely on communication design and product design master’s 
program critique panels for the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), Pratt, and Parsons 
and presented research at AIGA Educator’s conferences. He is the lead creative for 
Regarding Design (re:D), Parsons’ award-winning publication, to which he makes 
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Lynn Estomin  •  Pennsylvania  
DISCIPLINE: MEDIA

Lynn Estomin is a videographer, photographer, and interactive media artist who creates 
art that speaks to social issues. As an artist who deals with political subjects, she is 
interested in human stories and what they tell us about society. Her award-winning 
video documentaries have been exhibited at film festivals internationally and broadcast 
nationally on PBS. Her web art won awards from Adobe Corporation, The Webby 
Awards, the Canadian Web Association, the Golden Globe Awards, and Cool Site of the 
Day. Her black/white and color photography and digital images have been exhibited 

nationally and internationally in solo shows and group exhibitions. Estomin’s work is part of 82 public and 
private collections. She has received grants and fellowships from the Ohio Arts Council, Pennsylvania Council 
on the Arts, Art Matters, Cincinnati Commission on the Arts, Kodak Corporation, Ilford Corporation, Sony 
Corporation, SIGGRAPH, the Luce Foundation, Antioch College, Lycoming College, and the Women’s Film 
Project. Lynn Estomin is a professor of art emerita at Lycoming College in Pennsylvania, where she taught 
photography, digital art, and design. 

Paige Alice Naylor  •  Illinois  
DISCIPLINE: MEDIA

Paige Naylor is a Chicago-based artist and educator working within the realms of sound, 
light, performance, installation, technology, acoustic ecology, listening practices, 
and writing. Her work aims to bend time, transform space, and create new social and 
emotional realities for and with others. Naylor’s work is inherently social, aiming to 
heal others’ trauma through conversations, interviews, and collective sound archives. 
As a classically trained vocalist, she considers voice as material both physically and 
conceptually, and works with death, loss, and grief as affective material to animate 

and honor the absent body. She holds an MFA in sound from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and a 
certificate in deep listening from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. She is the program director for the Midwest 
Society for Acoustic Ecology’s Summer Soundwalks in the Park Series, a curator for Elastic Art’s Elastro Series, 
and a teaching artist with CAPE & NON:op Open Opera Works. She has exhibited work through the Wire 
Magazine, Chicago Cultural Center, Terrain Biennial 2021, Experimental Sound Studio, Elastic Arts, Hyde Park 
Art Center, Mana Contemporary, ADDS Donna, School of the Art Institute, Zhou B Art Center, Links Hall, the 
Empty Bottle, Vox Populi, Black Iris, Baltimore Theatre Project, D.C. Arts Center, as well as through programs 
such as The Quarantine Concerts, Chicago Park District’s Night Out in the Parks, Lumpen Radio Twitch, and 
Telemetry Music Series. 

Srikanth Nandigama  •  Marylandyl
DISCIPLINE: MEDIA

Srikanth Nandigama received his MS from California State University in Sacramento, and 
his MFA in film from Howard University’s Cathy Hughes School of Communications in 
Washington, D.C. He has worked as a director of photography on many award-winning 
short films and music videos. His work has been screened across the world and has 
been nominated at multiple independent film festivals. As an assistant professor in the 
Department of Media, Journalism, and Film at Howard University, his teaching areas 
include intermediate and advanced film production courses: Introduction to Media 

Production, Non-Linear Video Editing, and Cinematography I and II. Previously, he was a visiting lecturer 
and adjunct instructor in the film and video studies program at George Mason University in Fairfax County, 
Virginia. 
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Darryl DeAngelo Terrell  •  Michigan  (This Panelist did Not Serve due to last-minute cancellation)

DISCIPLINE: INTERDISCIPLINARY

Darryl DeAngelo Terrell is a Detroit-based artist who primarily works within lens-based 
media, performance, and writing. They are also a curator, DJ, organizer, and educator. 
Terrell received their Master of Fine Art from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 
where they studied with Xaviera Simmons, Ayanah Moor, and Roberto Sifuentes Faheem 
Majeed. Terrell works under the philosophy of F.U.B.U. They are always thinking about 
how their work can aid in a larger conversation about Blackness and its many 
intersectionalities. The work explores the displacement of Black and Brown people, 

SV Randall  •  New York  
DISCIPLINE: INTERDISCIPLINARY

SV Randall is an interdisciplinary artist from Buffalo, New York. He received his MFA in 
sculpture and extended media from Virginia Commonwealth University and his BFA 
from Alfred University. His work has been exhibited at David & Schweitzer Contemporary 
in Brooklyn, New York; the El Paso Museum of Art in El Paso, Texas; Ditch Projects in 
Eugene, Oregon; and the Museo de Arte de Ciudad Juárez in Mexico. Randall is the 
recipient of the Toby Devin Lewis Fellowship Award and has most recently participated 
in residencies at the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Skowhegan, Maine; 

Sculpture Space in Utica, New York; the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown, Massachusetts; the Vermont 
Studio Center in Johnson, Vermont; and the Roswell Artist-in-Residence Program in Roswell, New Mexico. He 
is currently an assistant professor of visual and performing arts at the University of Texas at Dallas. 

femme identity, strength, the Black family structure, sexuality, gender, safe spaces for all Black bodies, and 
personal stories, all while keeping in mind the accessibility of art. 

Azucena ‘Suzie’ Trejo Williams  •  Kentuckyuc
DISCIPLINE: INTERDISCIPLINARY

Azucena Trejo Williams is an interdisciplinary artist working in installation, photography, 
video, and sound. She graduated from the University of North Texas with a BA in 
photojournalism and earned her MFA in studio art from Maryland Institute College of 
Art. Trejo Williams is currently an associate professor in art and design at Campbellsville 
University in Campbellsville, Kentucky. She was awarded the 2019 Kentucky Higher 
Education Art Educator of the Year award by the Kentucky Art Education Association. Her 
work continues to be exhibited nationally in both solo and group exhibitions. 
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Ellex Swavoni  •  Georgia  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 3D

Ellex Swavoni is a multi-disciplinary, contemporary artist living and working in Atlanta, 
Georgia. She believes art is a universal language understood by all members of the 
human race. The prolific artworks in history contemplated humankind’s place in the 
universe, God, and recorded history; she builds upon those traditions using sculpture, 
design, and music. She ponders intelligent design and projects her ideals onto the 
future with bold images of powerful beings. Her past works profess the divinity of her 
Matriarchies’ oral traditions as if they were modern-day scripture. She questions what 

if the diaspora was a part of pop culture in her childhood with colorful tribal works drawing inspiration from 
Bwa and Dogon ritual masks. She is currently working with glass and other sculptural mediums to generate a 
new body of work analyzing DNA and how transformation occurs throughout generations. 

Raul DeLara  •  New York  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 3D

Raul De Lara is a sculptor based in New York City. He was born in Mexico and was 
taught woodworking at a young age by his architect and interior designer parents. 
De Lara immigrated to the United States at 12 and has been a DACA recipient since 
2012. His works reflect on ideas of nationality, language barriers, and belonging. His 
sculptures explore how stories, folklore, and rituals can be silently communicated 
through wood—a material that always shows the passing of time on its skin. De Lara’s 
aesthetics and materials are inspired by the shared backyard between the United States 

and Mexico. His recent exhibition sites include Miami Beach, New York, Mexico City, Los Angeles, and the 
country of Switzerland. De Lara has participated in The Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown Fellowship, 
Ox-Bow School of Art Fellowship, Haystack Open Studio Residency, the LMCC Art Center at Governors Island 
Residency, and the Chicago Artists Coalition HATCH Residency. De Lara received a BFA from the University of 
Texas at Austin in 2015 and his MFA from Virginia Commonwealth University in 2019. 
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Patrick Marold  • Colorado  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 3D

Patrick Marold has been working to bind the physical environment with our sense of 
orientation for over two decades. Since earning a BFA from the Rhode Island School 
of Design in 1997, his artistic development has maintained an intimate connection to 
landscape. Refinement of his practice has been pursued in various locations in America 
and abroad, including opportunities like his early Fulbright Fellowship in Iceland, where 
he began to more fully direct his energies to creating works that utilize spatial dynamics 

to generate an enhanced awareness of light and movement. Exhibiting widely in galleries and museums, he 
has earned multiple awards and recognition for his studio works as well as his publicly sited projects. In 2007, 
Marold received international attention for “The Windmill Project,” a temporary landscape installation in Vail, 
Colorado, which seeded a local valley with a mass of light-generating turbines committed to capturing and 
visualizing the choreography of the wind through a unique landscape. In the last decade, he has completed 
numerous public commissions, including the 7-acre installation, “Shadow Array,” at Denver’s International 
Airport, and the sky and sound work, “Solar Drones,” located in Canada’s National Music Centre. Diversity 
in setting, scale, and technical realization have equipped him with the skill and interest to apply his vision 
across a broad range of sites while preserving unity of vision. Marold maintains a studio in Colorado, and 
continues working to refine specific relationships with space, inviting the viewer to consider the conditions of 
landscapes and materials, and their impact on personal and communal perception. 



Individual Excellence Awards:  
Recognizing Individual Artistic Achievement 

David Degner  •  Massachusetts  
DISCIPLINE: PHOTOGRAPHY P1

David Degner is a photojournalist from Boston, Massachusetts, where his introduction 
to the field stemmed from a recognition of his own—and America’s—ignorance of Islam 
and the Middle East in the wake of 9/11 and its wars. After studying photojournalism 
and philosophy, he moved to Cairo just before the start of the Arab Spring in 2011. 
For the next nine years, he covered breaking news in Egypt, Libya, Syria, and Sudan, 
while also working on in-depth stories of religion, human rights, and cultural life in 
the region. He co-founded Panorama with Mada Masr, a platform for showcasing the 

best photojournalism from Egypt and issues of interest to the greater Arab world. He is also the founding 
contributor to @EverydayMiddleEast. Degner’s work has been published widely, appearing in outlets such as 
National Geographic, Rolling Stone, and The New York Times, Der Spiegel, and Le Monde magazines. A long-
term project of Degner’s is titled “Modern Miracles,” which documents the physical imprint of the spiritual 
world, which was the subject of a solo exhibition at Maqad Sultan Qaytbay in 2017.  

Tiff J Sutton  •  Missouri  
DISCIPLINE: PHOTOGRAPHY P1

Tiff J Sutton is a portrait photographer based in St. Louis, Missouri, whose work can be 
characterized by the Black gaze, dual perceptions, and personal landscape; by placing 
Black femininity at the forefront; and through complex, layered images and introspective 
portraits. She is primarily self-taught, learning photography while attending local 
community colleges and Washington University in St. Louis. She was recently featured 
on NPR and Humble Arts Foundation’s Rangefinder exhibition. Sutton won the inaugural 
Black Women Photographers Grant + Nikon grant and was a recent resident at the 

Gullkisten Center for Creativity in Laugartvn, Iceland. Currently, she is drawing upon Black feminist thought to 
create abstracted portraits of Black women.  

College International. He received his MFA from Stamps School of Art & Design at the University of Michigan in 
2016 and a BFA in painting from Massachusetts College of Art and Design in 2010. His studio practice is based 
in North Adams, Massachusetts. 

Jon Verney  •  Massachusettstt
DISCIPLINE: PHOTOGRAPHY P1

Jon Verney is a visual artist whose practice combines the materiality of painting, 
photography, and film to describe notions of dissolution and flux in the physical world. 
Found imagery, chance-driven chemical reactions, and natural phenomena inform 
an approach to photography that explores the potential of its transformational, fluid 
qualities. Verney has exhibited his work internationally and has been an artist-in-
residence at SIM, Iceland, Penland School of Crafts, the Studios at MASS MoCA, Vermont 
Studio Center, and he has spent two years in Florence, Italy, working at Studio Art 

College International. He received his MFA from Stamps School of Art & Design at the University of Michigan in 
2016 and a BFA in painting from Massachusetts College of Art and Design in 2010. His studio practice is based 
in North Adams, Massachusetts. 
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Lori Waselchuk  •  Pennsylvania  
DISCIPLINE: PHOTOGRAPHY P2

Lori Waselchuk is the assistant director of public programs at the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts (PAFA). Before joining PAFA’s staff, Waselchuk was the exhibitions and 
programs coordinator at TILT Institute for the Contemporary Image, where she co-
created and directed the Women’s Mobile Museum with Zanele Muholi. Waselchuk is 
a visual storyteller whose photographs have appeared in magazines and newspapers 
worldwide, including Newsweek, LIFE, The New York Times Magazine, and The Washington 
Post. Her work is exhibited internationally and is part of many collections, including 

the Smithsonian Museum of African American History and Culture, New Orleans Museum of Art, Portland 
Museum of Art, and South African National Gallery. Waselchuk also curates and coordinates projects that 
prioritize creative engagement and social change, including “Grace Before Dying” (Umbrage Editions 
2010), a collaboration with incarcerated hospice caregivers at the Louisiana State Penitentiary. Waselchuk 
has received many honors for her work, including an Aaron Siskind Foundation Individual Photography 
Fellowship, a Pew Fellowship for the Arts, and a Leeway Foundation Transformation Award. 

Jon Horvath  •  Wisconsin  
DISCIPLINE: PHOTOGRAPHY P2

Jon Horvath is an interdisciplinary artist routinely employing systems-based strategies 
within transmedia narrative projects. He received his MFA in photography from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 2008, and a BAS in both English literature and 
the history of philosophy from Marquette University in 2001. Horvath’s work has been 
exhibited internationally in solo and group shows at the Print Center in Philadelphia; the 
Griffin Museum of Photography in Winchester, Massachusetts; FIESP Cultural Centre in 
Sao Paolo, Brazil; Gyeonggi Art Center in Suwon, South Korea; OFF Piotrkowska in Lodz, 

Poland; Newspace Center for Photography in Portland, Oregon; the Haggerty Museum of Art in Milwaukee; 
INOVA in Milwaukee; Colorado Photographic Arts Center in Denver; Manifest Gallery in Cincinnati; Johalla 
Projects in Chicago; and The Alice Wilds in Milwaukee. His work is currently held in the permanent collections 
of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Snite Museum of Art, and the Haggerty Museum of Art, and is included 
in the Midwest Photographers Project at the Museum of Contemporary Photography. Horvath currently 
teaches in the New Studio Practice program at the Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design. 
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Yasmin Yassin  •  Minnesota  
DISCIPLINE: PHOTOGRAPHY P2

Yasmin Yassin is a photographer and visual artist based in Minnesota, who started out 
documenting her travels while working as a researcher in the field visiting Indigenous 
communities along the West Coast. Her work focuses on celebrating and highlighting 
stories and subcultures within communities of color and the diaspora. With a 
background in science, Yasmin brings her research experience along with her to build 
relationships and understand context before creating portraits and images. Her goal is 
to tell stories as authentically as possible to their essence, with integrity towards the 

communities that invite her into their lives. Through each image, she embodies the role of a storyteller, while 
considering the lived experiences of those captured in relation to shared spaces and environments. Her work 
aims to show the world from the eyes of a storyteller—in the tradition of her East African oral-storytelling 
heritage—and recreate feelings in her imagery using the dynamic effects of light and color. Yasmin is part of 
Diversify Photo’s “Up Next” list of photographers to watch and was featured by Focus Camera as one of the “10 
Black Women Photographers to Follow in 2022.” She was recently awarded an Art Directors Club (ADC) Gold 
Cube in photography and was previously part of a group show at Soomaal House of Art. Additionally, she is a 
member of the Black Women Photographer’s Collective and Authority Collective.  
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Mario Andres Robinson  •  Alabama  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P1

Mario Andres Robinson was born in Altus, Oklahoma, where he resided with his family 
before relocating to New Jersey when he was 12. Robinson studied at the prestigious 
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York. In 2014, Robinson was chosen to be a brand 
ambassador for Winsor and Newton art materials. He is the author of Lessons in 
Realistic Watercolor, a comprehensive guide to the artist’s watercolor techniques. His 
work fits squarely within the tradition of American painting. Robinson’s finished works 
bear a close affinity to the masters of the realist tradition, Andrew Wyeth and Thomas 

Eakins. Containing few references to modern life, Robinson’s work has a timeless and universal quality and 
exhibits a distinct turn-of-the-century stylistic aesthetic. The images he chooses, which refer to a bygone era 
where solitude and reflection were abundant, also provoke frequent allusions to the paintings of Winslow 
Homer and Edward Hopper. Robinson is an Exhibiting Artist Member (EAM) of The National Arts Club, an 
Artist Member of The Salmagundi Club, and a Signature Member of The Pastel Society of America. His work 
has been featured several times in The Artist’s Magazine, The Pastel Journal, Watercolor Magic, American Art 
Collector, Fine Art Connoisseur, and on the cover of American Artist magazine.  

Hanna Sosin  •  Michigan 
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P1

Hanna Sosin is an artist and art instructor from Franklin, Michigan. In 2015, she received 
her BA in biochemistry from Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana. Hanna’s drawings 
and paintings sew together the edges of natural science, fantasy, and humor into 
unexpected narratives and worlds. With her art, Hanna attempts to glimpse beyond 
her own world and into one where the mundane and natural become intertwined with 
humanity. Her works have been displayed in regional group and solo shows, including at 
Manifest Gallery in Cincinnati, Ohio, the Scarab Club in Detroit, Michigan, and the Royal 

Oak Public Library in Royal Oak, Michigan. Her work has won an Honorable Mention at the Scarab Club and 
First Place at the Romeo Art Guild. She was Manifest’s Scholar-in-Residence for the 2021-2022 season and is 
currently their Artist-in-Residence for the 2022-2023 season. 

Marge Luttrell  •  Tennessee  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P1

Marge Luttrell is an award-winning encaustic mixed media artist from Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Her work is represented in corporate and private collections throughout the 
United States and Europe. Additionally, her work has appeared in art shows across the 
United States, including the Temple Beth El Art Show in St. Petersburg, Florida; Cain Park 
in Cleveland, Ohio; Three Rivers Arts Festival in Covington, Louisiana; Woodland Art Fair 
in Lexington, Kentucky; and many more. Luttrell has also led workshops as an instructor 
at the Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Alabama Folk School, and Penland School of 

Crafts, among others. She holds an MFA from the University of Tennessee and was a Fulbright recipient. She 
did post-graduate work at the Art Institute of Chicago and received an NEH grant to study in Italy.

Marge Luttrell  •  Tennesseeen
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P1

Marge Luttrell is an award-winning encaustic mixed media artist from Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Her work is represented in corporate and private collections throughout the 
United States and Europe. Additionally, her work has appeared in art shows across the 
United States, including the Temple Beth El Art Show in St. Petersburg, Florida; Cain Park 
in Cleveland, Ohio; Three Rivers Arts Festival in Covington, Louisiana; Woodland Art Fair 
in Lexington, Kentucky; and many more. Luttrell has also led workshops as an instructor 
at the Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, Alabama Folk School, and Penland School of 

Crafts, among others. She holds an MFA from the University of Tennessee and was a Fulbright recipient. She 
did post-graduate work at the Art Institute of Chicago and received an NEH grant to study in Italy.
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Kristen Martincic  •  Missouri  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P2

Kristen Martincic is a multidisciplinary artist working at the intersection of printmaking, 
drawing, and sculpture. Her artwork considers the psychological and visceral experience 
of swimming and has been widely shown in solo and group exhibitions. Venues include 
the San Jose Museum of Quilt & Textiles, Editions/Artists’ Book Fair NYC, International 
Print Center New York, American University in Egypt, Indiana University Art Museum, and 
The Print Center in Philadelphia. Her work is in several public collections, including the 
Sheldon Museum of Art, Brodsky Center for Innovative Editions, Fidelity Investments, 

and the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and the Arts. She has been a resident artist at Jentel, Brush Creek 
Foundation for the Arts, Prairie Center of the Arts, Watershed Center for the Ceramic Arts, and KHN Center for 
the Arts. She has taught at several colleges and universities, including Indiana University, Bowling Green State 
University, Maine College of Art, and the University of Missouri. She frequently presents lectures, workshops, 
and demonstrations, most recently at California State University-Stanislaus, Kansas City Art Institute, Oberlin 
College, Penland School of Crafts, and Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts. Noteworthy interviews and 
editorials have included The Jealous Curator Art for Your Ears Podcast, Frankie Mag, The Baffler, and Les Echos 
Weekend. Martincic earned a BFA from Bowling Green State University and an MFA from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. She is currently based in Columbia, Missouri. 

Cyrus Fire •  Florida  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P2

Cyrus Fire creates portraiture-based work expressed through surrealism, bright colors, 
cartoons, murals, and urban landscapes. His latest work is focused on the concept of 
communication through vibration via visual stimulation and exploring what is seen with 
the eye and how it affects the viewer. As a graduate of the Columbus College of Art and 
Design (CCAD) with a BFA in illustration, Cyrus was active as an educator in Central Ohio 
before relocating to Florida. He participated in the Saturday morning art class program 
for three years at CCAD while also teaching classes at libraries throughout Ohio. Cyrus’ 

work has been shown nationally and internationally in solo and group shows. He has worked with companies 
such as ABC, PBS, PBR, Toms shoes, ArtMonster Brewery, HellCity Inc, Easton Town Center, and more. 
Participating as an artist and designer with the Columbus-based Harmony Project on multiple mural projects 
has resulted in his work being featured in ABC’s “Finding Harmony” television series. His work has been 
shown at the Riffe Gallery, the Columbus Metropolitan Library, Reeb Center, Columbus Boys and Girls Club, 
and Streetlight Arts Guild. In 2023, his most recent works will be on display at the McConnell Arts Center. 
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Emma Steinkraus  •  Virginia  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P2

Emma Steinkraus makes research-based work that combines colorful figurative painting 
with photo transfers and installations to explore ecology, gender, and the history of 
science. Her current project, “Impossible Garden,” highlights the contributions of early 
women artist-naturalists through a panoramic wallpaper collaged from their depictions 
of flora and fauna. Her work is represented by 1969 Gallery in New York City and has 
been included in recent exhibitions at Deanna Evans Project in New York City; Monti 8 in 
Latina, Italy; and Field Projects in New York City. She has been awarded artist residencies 

at the Studios at MASS MoCA, the Wassaic Project, and the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, among others. 
Recently, she was an Eliza Moore Fellow at the Oak Spring Garden Foundation and a Helen Frankenthaler 
Fellow at the Vermont Studio Center. This fall, she will join the faculty at W&L University in Lexington, Virginia, 
as an assistant professor of art.
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Kenny Nguyen  •  North Carolina  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P3

Kenny Nguyen creates what he calls “deconstructed paintings,” large, bold works that 
are comprised of hundreds of silk strips, which he cuts, paints, and meticulously applies 
onto canvas. The pieces may be hung in different iterations: sculpturally on the wall with 
undulations or flat, stretched like a painting on bars, or behind glass. Born in Vietnam, 
Nguyen moved to the United States in 2010. After art school, he spent his early career 
in fashion. For Nguyen, working with silk not only has ties to dressmaking and patterns 
but also to long-standing associations with the material through his culture. The idea 

of cutting silk—a fabric with a long history tied to trade in Asia, revered as a symbol of wealth, and known for 
its beauty and delicacy in clothing—was a breakthrough for Nguyen. By taking something from tradition and 
reconstructing it, he maintains an association with his past while also making it his own. His works have been 
exhibited at the Sejong Museum of Art; Czong Institute for Contemporary Art in Seoul, South Korea; LaGrange 
Art Museum, and the Florida State University Museum of Fine Art. In 2016, Nguyen received an Excellence 
Asia Contemporary Young Artist Award from the Sejong Museum of Art. He was also awarded Artist Residency 
Fellowships from the Ragdale Foundation, The Hambidge Center, and Vermont Studio Center. 

Kevin Neal Gardner  •  Kentucky  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P3

Kevin Neal Gardner currently lives, paints, and teaches in Berea, Kentucky. Gardner 
earned a BA in liberal arts, with an emphasis on philosophy and the history of 
mathematics and science, from St. John’s College in Annapolis, Maryland. He earned a 
certificate in painting from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia, 
and an MFA in painting from Indiana University in Bloomington. In addition to his time 
in Philadelphia studying art, Gardner worked administratively for many years with the 
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program. Gardner is currently an associate professor of painting 

and drawing at Berea College, which serves promising, diverse students of financial need through a tuition-
free education. He teaches all levels of painting and drawing, as well as a writing seminar focused on literature 
and philosophy. Since 2012, he has taught drawing through travel courses in Italy, Ireland, Spain, and Turkey.  
Gardner has exhibited in solo- and group shows nationally and is the recipient of numerous awards and 
accolades for his art. 

Ashley Eliza Williams  •  Massachusettstt
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P3

Ashley Eliza Williams earned her MFA from the University of Colorado at Boulder and 
her dual honors BA from the University of Virginia. She is a painter, sculptor, and 
interdisciplinary artist making work about interspecies communication, non-human 
language, and finding alternative and more empathic ways to engage with nature 
and with each other. Williams often works with scientists from institutions across 
the country, including the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, and 
McDonald Observatory in Texas. She has exhibited in solo- and group shows nationally 
                                                                                                                                                         (continued)



Individual Excellence Awards:  
Recognizing Individual Artistic Achievement 

Ashley Eliza Williams  •  Massachusetts  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P3

Ashley Eliza Williams earned her MFA from the University of Colorado at Boulder and 
her dual honors BA from the University of Virginia. She is a painter, sculptor, and 
interdisciplinary artist making work about interspecies communication, non-human 
language, and finding alternative and more empathic ways to engage with nature 
and with each other. Williams often works with scientists from institutions across 
the country, including the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, and 
McDonald Observatory in Texas. She has exhibited in solo- and group shows nationally 

and internationally, including at the University of Colorado Art Museum, Hersbruck Museum (Germany), 
the National Center for Atmospheric Research, Bronx Museum project space, the New York Hall of Science, 
and Wasserman Projects in Detroit. Her work is represented by K Contemporary Art in Denver and has been 
featured in publications such as New American Paintings, The Denver Post, and The Washington Post. Williams 
was a recent Massachusetts Fellowship awardee at Mass MoCA Studios. She was also a Swan Fellow for Art 
and Writing at Vermont Studio Center, a Berkshire Taconic Arts Foundation Fellow, and a Massachusetts 
Cultural Council grant awardee. Recent residencies include Sitka Center for Art and Ecology and Shoals Marine 
Laboratory. Williams has held visiting artist and faculty positions at the University of Colorado and Colorado 
State. She is also a founding member of the Sprechgesang Institute, a New York City-based interdisciplinary 
collective working on projects at the intersection of visual art, performance, journalism, and science. She lives 
in Western Massachusetts. 
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Robert Hitzig  •  Vermont  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P4

Rob Hitzig is a self-taught artist whose work evolved out of a furniture making 
practice he developed while working for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 
Washington, D.C. Though starting with his love of the natural beauty of wood, his work 
has evolved to include paintings and painted sculpture, both indoor and public, where 
he explores color and movement through linear patterns. An important aspect of his 
public art practice is a focus on creating an experience of joy and inclusion. Consistent 
through his years of making furniture and art is his use of shellac to create depth and 

radiance on a flat surface. He has exhibited widely across the east coast with shows as far south as Virginia, 
including a review by the Washington Post. Regionally, his work has been exhibited at Vermont Studio Center 
in Johnson, Vermont; Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center in Stowe, Vermont; Helen Day Art Center (presently 
The Current) in Stowe, Vermont; Rokeby Museum in Ferrisburgh, Vermont; AVA Gallery in Lebanon, New 
Hampshire; Bennington Museum in Bennington, Vermont; and Studio Place Arts in Barre, Vermont. His work 
is held in collections in the City of Montpelier, Vermont; Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland; and 
The Waskow Study Collection. He has received several awards, including residencies at the Vermont Studio 
Center and a Vermont Arts Council grant. Currently, Hitzig resides in Montpelier, Vermont. 

Steven S. Walker  •  Georgia  
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P4

Steven S. Walker has been creating inspiring works of art for corporations and private 
collectors for more than twenty years. He earned his bachelor’s degree in fine arts 
at Virginia Commonwealth University, and his master’s in fine arts from Marywood 
University. As a full-time artist, Steven has been included in several local and national 
juried competitions, including the Oil Painters of America Eastern Regional, Salon and  
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Patricia Bellan-Gillen  •  Pennsylvaniaan
DISCIPLINE: VISUAL ARTS 2D P4

Patricia Bellan-Gillen was born in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, and lives and works in rural 
Western Pennsylvania. She retired from Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh after 29 
years as a professor in the School of Art, where she held the Dorothy L. Stubnitz Endowed 
Chair. The university honored her with the Ryan Award for Meritorious Teaching in 2000. 
Bellan-Gillen’s paintings, prints, and drawings have been the focus of more than 50 solo 
exhibitions in venues in Washington, D.C.; Nashville, Tennessee; Houston, Texas; Las 
Cruces, New Mexico; Albany, New York; Bloomington, Illinois; Portland, Oregon; Grand 

Rapids, Michigan; Wellington, New Zealand; and Wimbledon/London, United Kingdom. Her work has been 
included in numerous group shows in museums, commercial galleries, and university galleries. Venues have 
included the Hudson River Museum in Yonkers, New York; Chelsea Museum of Art in New York City; The Art 
Museum at Florida International University in Miami, Florida; Frans Masereel Centrum in Belgium; University 
Art Museum in Laramie, Wyoming; Tacoma Museum of Art in Tacoma, Washington; and the Aichi Prefectural 
Museum of Art in Nagoya, Japan. Active in the Pittsburgh art scene since 1977 as an exhibitor, educator, 
and mentor, she was the 1995 Pittsburgh Center for the Arts Pittsburgh Artist of the Year. Bellan-Gillen is an 
alumna of Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, where she received a BS in art education in 1973 and a BFA 
in printmaking in 1975. She did post-graduate work at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and received 
an MFA from Carnegie Mellon University in 1979. She is represented by Tinney Contemporary in Nashville, 
Tennessee; Zynka Gallery in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and Nicole Longnecker Gallery in Houston, Texas. 
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 and the Art Renewal Center. Steven also had the privilege of being part of a statewide traveling 

exhibition with the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. 
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